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Over the last four months, we have learnt a plethora of things in each subject that is on our module for the term. However, the lesson I wanted to write about today is from the tenth of October in Performance Class with Eilir, this lesson was for us to sing our audition pieces for Eilir to give us an idea of what the next year will be like in terms of performance and feedback. We started with Audition songs because Eilir felt that starting with a song we are comfortable with would help to ease the tension we might feel singing in front of everyone for the first time. I felt excited to bring my song to this lesson because I know that I have put a lot of time into it and I was happy to share with my classmates. I sang ‘On The Other Side Of The Tracks’ from Little Me, I have been working on this song for a little over two years so I felt confident to perform this for the class. I ended up practicing this song prior to this lesson with Chris and Keifer in order to feel as prepared as I could. However, I was told by Chris that I had added riffs that don’t exist into the song, this was in bars 50, 57 and 58. He informed me that these notes were supposed to be sang on the notes that I was beginning them with, I ended up overcoming this by repeating the lines with him and drilling the notes into my head. Apart from this, I felt that my lessons with both Keifer and Chris went well because there were no indicators that it did not and I sang to the best of my ability whilst staying on top of the storyline I had planned to portray.
Despite working on this song for so long, I realised that I had no idea what the song was about so I did sone research and found that the synopsis of the musical is that ‘It tells the story of the rise to fame, and excessively large fortune, of Belle Poitrine, a little girl from the wrong side of the tracks who finds her way to the right side with the help of several willing gentlemen.’ The song itself is about Belle (the woman singing) and how she longs to live a different life with more wealth and how she will get there, no matter how long it takes her. Knowing what it is that drives the character to sing is important as it gives the song a meaning and adds that extra layer of determination to the piece.
I felt confident when it was my turn to perform due to my rehearsals with Chris and Keifer, I ended up singing my song to the class as planned and Eilir gave his feedback which was that it was a strong performance vocally, he had me sing the song again but this time he had me wipe down surfaces in order to make the song sound more believable, he then had me sing more inward whilst doing this. 
I noticed after doing this that the song did look and sound more believable, the difference in volume and having something to concentrate on made me put myself into Belle’s shoes and I genuinely felt as if I was her for the two minutes that the song lasts for.  
There are always things that you can do for a performance to improve, and I feel that the main one for me would be to not forget the thought that I have put into this song, what I mean by this is that I did the research and interpreted the song prior to this class but I found that I got too caught up into the fact that I was singing to everyone and I let nerves take over, forgetting what it is I wanted to bring to the song. I can overcome this by drilling the song into my head and practice singing in front of a group before a performance class. This will help me as it should be less nerve-wracking to know that I have already technically performed the piece. 
I wanted to figure out what else I could incorporate into the song for future auditions, mostly about how to individualise myself within auditions but also different things I would have to implement into the audition instead of keeping the song as a ‘Performance’. I did this by looking for books about this and I found a quote on page 65 from a book called ‘Successful Auditions’ and it says ‘In first round auditions the speeches are not perfect but your imagination will shine through, and that gives you an element of freedom. There’s no right or wrong, only what you bring to the world you are trying to create, and you are going to share that with us.’ Despite this referencing monologue, I believe that it can also be applied to songs. This is relevant to the work we are doing as we are working on audition material in this class, and it is information that connects throughout any module focusing on solo performances. To incorporate this, when performing future songs, I will make it a point to bring my individuality to it whilst maintaining the storyline but not staging too much of it, as Eilir had picked up on and I will be showing how my imagination illustrates the song. I also will make it more of ‘my’ song as I wish to stand out but also show who I am to the best of my abilities.
Next time, when performing a song, I will do the following beforehand, so I am ultimately prepared: make sure to figure out the synopsis of both the musical and the song I am singing. To add, the more I perform to my peers; I can build my confidence, this will ultimately help me to bring a song that isn’t overprepared and I will figure out exactly what it is I want my song to portray but not create an entire scene, keeping an open interpretation will give opportunity to develop this song with both Eilir and my classmates feedback and allow me to incorporate all of it as I haven’t set a scene and memorised a particular way.
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