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[bookmark: _GoBack]It is generally considered today by authors including Woodhead (2007) that children are greatly influenced by social, cultural, ethical beliefs and values by those who surround them, however, it is also claimed it is how well individuals within a child’s microsystem work together. According to Ashiabi and O’Neal (2015) It is the child’s microsystem that helps to product positive effective outcome that provided positive opportunities of development and experiences. 
unfortunately, not all children have a microsystem that provide security that enhances opportunities for development and positive health and well-being because of breakdown between individuals within the child’s microsystem that fail to work and support each other, potentially having a pro-founding impact on what childhood experiences children encounter upon. Lrwin, et al (2007) suggests that to help children live more effective lives governments around the world have devised numerous policies, procedures and Acts to promote healthy childhood development. Including the Well- being generation act 2015, (Welsh Government ,2016) in wales and the Multi- Dimention Measures of Child well-being in china (Gabel and Zhang, 2007). However, government strategies between countries also vary, therefor opportunities, experiences and future outcomes for children also fluctuate. 
This essay is going to compare how childhood experiences, and opportunities differ. It shall evaluate how childhood experiences are affected by ethnicity, Language and rights and how children’s lives are affected by public policy’s in both Wales and China that either enrich and promote a healthy wellbeing and positive development outcomes or can have a negative impact on a child’s development and health. 
[bookmark: _Hlk510276606]Let’s begin with what is an appropriate childhood? Although authors such as Kaselka and Shook (1997) and McCarthy (2008) have ideas about when a child is born they have already developed individual personalities including strengths and weaknesses. However, Rosemary (2016) disagrees with Kaselka, Shook and McCarthy believing that children are born neither good or bad, arguing that a child is born as a ‘blank slate’. Therefore, claims that children are easily impressionable from the begging and Influences’ from surrounding adults can have leave a lasting impact on how a child’s personality, and social behaviours develop.  
According to Allen and Kelly (2015) it is considered that to maintain an appropriate, healthy, childhood children are required to accomplish four basics needs that lay foundations for development throughout childhood.  Raising Children Network (2017) and McGregor (2010) are both in aggrement that Just like in Maslow’s hierarchy theory these include, love, approval, security, Justice, privacy, play and fun, if these are broken down into segments. Firstly, there is Love and Approval; children need to be able to put their feelings forward and taken into consideration without the fear of having their distress ignored, being belittled or even humiliated. Secondly, Security; if children do not feel secure it shall be difficult for them to how happiness, children need to feel safe and secure within the home but also within the social environment. Thirdly, Justice and privacy; children develop a sense of wellbeing thought justice. Children who feel undervalued, and feel they have no voice are at higher risk of developing behaviour related issues, such as anger or psychological related behaviours such as depression. finally, Play and Fun; Relationships between parents and children help children develop through interaction and negotiation. 
However, Waller, (No Date) argues that globally the variation of childhood is dependent upon social class, race, gender as well as geographical location. And believes that when one is trying to define the terms childhood and child development, the definition that one may give is one describing their own knowledge and understanding of cultural beliefs and values and not what really exists through facts. But (Cherlin and Formby (2007) believes that children who grow up in an environment that provides an appropriate childhood, without experiencing anxiety and distressed or children who do not experiencing disapproval at some time may also be missing out on heightened experience.
The National Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) according to Welsh Government (2015) was adopted by wales in 2004 and according to Law.gov (2015) was also adopted by China in 2007. With both Wales and Chinas intention to enrich the lives and outcomes of all children regardless of children and young people despite age, sex, and nationality etc. by implementing changes to policies, legislation and strategies to improve the overall quality of health and well-being and begin to move children away from poverty. 
According to Hutchinson (2009) china’s over populated country became a problem in 1980’s, with an average of 160 cities within china having a population over one million people, including Shanghai, Beijing and Guangzhou. With beliefs that by 2025 the numbers of cities with large populations will increase to 221. In comparison to Wales population of three point one million people in two-thousand and sixteen suggested by Office for National Statistics (2011) and is believed estimated that the population will also increase to three point two million people by twenty twenty-five. 
Bottrill, et al (2013) puts forward that both Wales and China’s populations have been developed with the welcoming and acceptance of families from different ethnicity, cultures and religions. Although China is a fast-developing country, according to Wong (No date) half of Chinas population live in Rural areas and unfortunately these children have been identifying to having poorer cognitive and Social skills compared to children living in urban areas of China. Consequently, having an impact on the children ability to thrive to develop before developing the ability to pronounce the give name. Wong also believes that
 this would not have been an issue for generation within the chines culture of farming and factory work. But suggests if the government want to support china move up the value chain the economy requires a highly-skilled industry to support and enrich the transition of becoming a higher valued economy.
[bookmark: _Hlk510443513]According to the Rural Education Action Place (REAP) carried out by Stanford University (No Date) found that children’s Vocabulary and language skills were underdeveloped as a cause of parents within rural areas of China having very little verbal communication or interaction with their children. Stanford university claims that the study involved two-thousand young children’s and focused on cognitive and motor development, and showed that forty per cent of the two-thousand infant showed significantly underachievement in either or both categories. Figures showed five percent told their children stories, thirty-two per cent reported singing to their children however figures also showed that none of the parents involved with the studies verbally engaged with their children and did not understand the importance of verbal interaction for the child’s development. 
[bookmark: _Hlk510533097]Ying and Wei (2017) put forward that ninety percent of children in rural areas of Chins resides with grandparents will their parents worked away in developed cities. Believing that although poverty is referred to as household income and economic growth it may be down to lack of knowledge that grandparent has regarding the integrated need required for child development and health and well-being including health, Education, good nutrition and protection that enriches potential opportunities that support children to move forward to fulfil individual potential. Anderson (2014) suggests that to help children achieve their best from experiences, families must become educated. Centring around improving mental health lessons within security and nutrition must be given, only then it is believed that poverty shall begin to be beaten, producing effective worker of the developing economy of China. However, Hill (2009) argues although children are responsible for carrying out daily tasks such as, laundry, cooking maintain livestock as an essential choir rather that a non-essential activity that is carried out although both categories would provide children with development of problem cognitive skills and motor skills. Children carrying out the task as an essential activity learn to understand through emotional development that sometimes life experiences although dreamt about being different to reality but realise that are out of there control just as Waller, (no date) had previously mentioned.
In comparison to how children experience life in Wales according to Quinn (2013) around ten thousand children carrying out a caring role within the family environment between the age of five and seven years with cleaning, laundry, shopping chores as well as providing emotional support. Although it is believed that there may be many more children providing care but have not been brought to the attention of local Authorities. Lourdes and Nelson, (2008) claims that the children learn through Bruner’s Social Construction theory. Claiming that children learn from scaffolding behaviours through observation of other children and adults around them. Suggesting that children who provide a caring role often miss out on frequent opportunities to play and learn to the same standards of a child carrying out a non-caring role Branados (2017) puts forward that these childhood responsibilities can have a damaging effect on a child’s health and well-being. With children struggling with academic performance, develop a feeling of isolation and develop a higher chance of being bullied for not having the same quality of childhood as other children. All of which according to Bartleya et al (2014) if experienced at a young age, not only has an effect of the quality of childhood one may have but also influences a child’s emotional, physical, and social development and behaviours during adulthood. 
[bookmark: _Hlk510559909]Although poverty Is present globally, lifestyles between children in Wales and China vary quite differently, implemented approaches to help children develop to their full potential and maintain a healthy well-being by engaging families within projects that work with Organisation such as Randomized controlled trails (RCT) In china and Flying start in Wales. Both RTC and flying start provide families with early intervention programs to strength early childhood experiences and outcomes. 
[bookmark: _Hlk510560020]According to National Assembly for Wales (2014) Flying start programs offered to families in deprived areas of wales families are offered many benefit through the services for example; free fifteen hours a week child care, free play groups and activities of the children but also offer regular parenting programs or courses directed to support families with children under the age of five years. children in Wales (2014) puts forward the aim of this is to provide opportunities for children that promote a healthier early development. focusing on element including: promoting language development, health and well-being, benefits of play and health and nutrition. Anthony, et al (2018) suggests that parenting programs show parents that developmental outcome do not have to be affected by low financial incomes, and that the topics that are covered require very little or no financial input to but have been proven to have propounding positive impact on early childhood development. 
A very similar project referred to as the RCT were passed in two-thousand and fourteen according to Stanford University (No Date) where it became available to parent of Rural China, where statistics show that interaction between parent and children were extremely poor. Therefore, the RCT targets the development areas of: Language development, Motor skills, Cognitive and Emotional development. With the program running over a period of six months curriculum with parental trained trainer on behalf of the Bureaus of the Family Planning Commission paied hourly weekly visits to the family home, where new toys would be brought in and regularly exchanged with new toys, with the trainer demonstrating new interaction methods and activities, but also observe how parents were interacting with their child with a view to increase better bonds and interactions between parents and children. 
[bookmark: _Hlk510561601]Upon examination of the pizza results china’s educational achievements varied between 2nd and 12th of the table compared to the United Kingdom falling into 15th to 22nd place (Ward, 2016). However upon examination of why china is achieving such high grades in comparison to Wales it was found that education system in Wales according to The Welsh Government  (2015) education in Wales does not become compulsory until the term after a child’s fifth birthday and  consist of 6 years of infant and junior school and 6 years of Secondary school, upon completion of 12 years compulsory education children are offered further education which consists continuing studying at school for an additional two years. Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (2008) puts forward that the Foundation Phase is a statutory Framework to support the children learning and development from the age three to seven years, developing seven core areas. These areas include Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity, Language, Literacy and Communication Skills, Mathematical Development, Welsh Language Development, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Physical Development, Creative Development Outcomes with amendments being made to implement the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework.
According to Wallers (2016) the Foundation Phase should promote that children Learn through play, and hands on experiences children are learning without realising it. both in and outdoor environment need to provide safe, exciting and stimulating opportunities that promote a child’s natural curiosity to want to explore first hand opportunities to enhance learning outcomes. Opportunities of play enables a child to explore and experiment with new and old ideas, learn how to decision make through problem solving. Given these opportunities through the core of the foundation phase children will learn to understand themselves and the world around them, develop self -mage, self- worth and self- esteem
Where Chinas pre-school education is considered as an important element that provides readiness for when the children are old enough move up to formal education. However, unlike Wales where education preschool is available despite location Zhu (2015) pre-education varies deepening on whether a child resides in rural or urban china. In Urban china pre-education is available for one to three years on a full or part time basis, compared to rural china pre-education that consists of nursery and seasonal kindergarten, with the opportunity to attend regular activity centres and group. Unlike the compulsory schooling age of five years in Wales China Education Centre (2014-2018) states that china’s compulsory education does not start until the child is of the age of six years. According to Misistary of Education (1986, 2006) education is compulsory for nine years, grade one to six, juniors and grade seven to nine Secondary this is funded by the china’s Government. However, for students whom wish to continue to grad ten and eleven or transfer to collage is not compulsory, nor financially funded by Government funds. The Chines Education Curricle during Junior education focus on Chinese, mathematics, physical education, music, drawing, using a structured approach rather than developing around the child needs. 
However, DR Kan (2015), puts forward that the Chinese education consists of two academic terms with an average of ten weeks holiday period between the academic semesters. With schooling hours beginning from seven thirty in the morning up until six o’clock in the evening with the entitlement of a two-hour lunch break for students suggesting that primary school children study between seven to eight hours a day, with secondary children studying twelve to fourteen hours daily. Dr Kan also claims that education does not stop there, putting forward that students are able to attend self-study classes that run between seven and nine o’clock on the evening to complete homework or to continue with studying for examination. For schools that do not run self-study classes children continue to study at home up until 10 o’clock of the evening. And because of competitiveness between parents for their children to excel academically, in a bid for a place within good Universities, parents send their children to extra mornings schooling of the weekends, and for the children whose schools do not provide extra tuition of a weekend parents pay for one-to-one home tuition.  
Sikcan (2007) for children that move to monolingual setting are not being given appropriate opportunity to actively engage within activities, therefore are being excluded from the learning process. Children are also being denied the opportunity to display od further develop their former acquired linguistic skills. Save the Children (2009) supports Skican claiming suggesting that by not providing children opportunities to develop the use of a new language alongside their mother tongue can have an impact onto only on children developing a sense of insecurity but also provides a devaluation of their families’ cultural language but also in the child’s individual identity. Ball (2011) makes suggestions that by setting using visual and auditory aids to enhance inclusion during education development through monolingual settings will encourage children to acknowledge recognition of self-identity and self-confident, encouraging children to develop faith within themselves and become comfortable with diversity. Enabling children to learn and understand the difference between what is being fair and un fair in the terms of prejudices and injustice by learning to understand inequality. 
The Natcen Report, by Byron et al (2013) children who develop positive social relationships with both friends and family have a higher chanced of developing a more positively in health and well-being. The Good child’s report (2013) supports findings within the Netcen report but adds that a well-structured family relationship is more vital to a child’s health and well- being development compared to the overall structure of the family. Statistics taken from the ONS (2018) revealed that relationships between children and parents were improving with arguments between fathers and children aged between ten and fifteen dropping from thirty nine percent in two thousand and nine to twenty-five percent in two thousand and sixteen however children reported happiness with friends showed a decline from eighty five percent in two thousand and fifteen compared to eighty percent in two thousand and seventeen. Upon examining the overall health and well-being report card delivered by UNICEF (2007) regarding the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) finding show that children with the United Kingdom showed significant unhappiness in five out of the six-dimension categories; Material well-being, Education Well-being, family and peer relationships, Behaviour and Risks and Subject Well-being but fallen in between for satisfaction within the health as safety dimension.  The NSPCC (2017) have also reported that there have been more calls from children and young people reporting loneliness with seventy three percent of calls made between two-thousand and sixteen and two-thousand and seven-teen were girls. Because of loneliness both children and young people have higher possibility of developing psychological related illnesses and behaviours such as depression, anxiety and suicidal thoughts. 
 According to the OECD (2018) China is one of many countries that are not part of the OECD, although they work together with both members and non-member to strengthen co-operation and policies by sharing experiences. it is that of the positive engagement that has enabled china to develop in the global economy. However, according to Jia, et al (2010) results produced by The Chinese Ministry of Public Health (CMPH) showed that suicide rated in rural china were higher than in urbane communities with more women than men (compared to the rest of the world) aged between fifteen and twenty-four years. It is said that some reported causes of early suicide showed and on average eight percent was due to chronic illness, one percent through failing or underachieving in exams or poor school reports and four percent was reported as a having a Psychiatric disease such as anxiety, mood or mental disorders and development disorder. 
Reflecting upon the above topics, and drawing to a conclusion both the Welsh and Chinese governments have recognised that children health and well- being is greatly affected by poverty and has established strategies that aim at improving childhood outcome and experiences. Although (Ward, 2016). shows that china have an overall impressive education achievement, students seem under a considerable amount of pressure to achieve high for further education, however for children living in poorer areas of both countries according to Anthony, et al (2018)  families are requiring additional support to help promote positive early development in order to prepare the children for compulsory school through parenting programs such as Flying Start and the Randomized controlled trails (RCT) However even though the UNCRC has been adopted into both china’s and wales policies, there seems to many children still achieving the same quality of life as other children questioning weather enough is being through schools, sand services to support families through early intervention to reduce outcome of poor health and well-being by improving overall inequality that still in today Societies . 
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