CSEN 5007 WELSH LITERATURE IN ENGLISH

ASSESSMENT 1 50%

ESSAY (2-3000 WORDS).

Write on ONE of the following. 

Refer to AT LEAST TWO texts in the course of your answer.

1. ‘‘It was like discovering a huge dark planet that had always been there affecting tides and spasms in the earth and its effects permeated everything and so it was invisible. … Odourless, invisible history would blow them all apart and they would hurtle away from each other through time and space and never really understand what had shifted them.’ (Chris Meredith). Explore the nature of the ‘shifts’ in the texts you have studied. 

2. ‘Our voices must be heard Night Porter, we must play our part on the world stage. We’ve got to show that the way we live, love and die means something, that we are part of the world, not unique but similar, universal, like small countries all over the world.’ (Ed Thomas). How significant is Thomas’s assertion for the texts you have studied?

3. The idea of a nation is predicated upon the existence of a public space – geographical and conceptual – which will always include competing voices desiring to speak for the ‘nation’ and fashion it according to their particular designs. Some conceptions of national identity will clearly be more successful than others and become dominant; some will disappear. (Andrew Hadfield) 
Discuss. 

4. Consider two or more texts in the light of Katie Gramich’s discussion of the significance of myth for the development of a sense of personal and national identity: ‘Myth can be empowering, endowing one with a sense of identity and belonging, or it can be emasculating and destructive’. 

5. ‘The symbolic father is the (ideal) embodiment of paternal authority, the locus from which patriarchal law and language come.’ (Elisabeth Grosz). Examine the significance of the father for the texts you have studied.
