The Feudal system of rule will be explored and how most of Europe used it. Up until 1839 women had no rights over their children in the event of a divorce this will be investigated further along with early feminist groups such as the suffragettes who fought for the right to vote for women and what tactics they used to get people to stand up and take notice along with the tactics that the then liberal Government of the day used. Mary Wollstonecraft’s book the vindication of the rights of the woman will be investigated and what she stood for. There were three different waves of recognised feminism each one will be investigated and what changes they fought for. There is a possible emergence of a fourth wave of feminism with digital technology according to many experts this will be investigated further. The introduction of contraceptive pill made a big impact to women’s lives and this will be looked into further. Gender pay gaps have always been an issue over the centuries with men being paid more than women for doing the same work it will be identified if anything as changed. Women have historically been expected to perform certain roles, like child care, cooking and cleaning the male was seen as the “bread winner “who was expected to have is dinner on the table when he got home from a hard day’s slog it will be explored whether anything as changed. Historically women were not allowed to own property in their own name until the 1870 property act or have their own money this will be investigated further. The different types of feminism like Marxist, radical, liberal and post feminism will be discussed. Different acts of parliament will be explored like the 1970 equal pay act. The recent pay disputes for BBC presenters will be investigated and what the BBC done about the situation.

            For many centuries in the United Kingdom and other European countries we had a feudal system of rule where Kings and other big land-owning gentry and clerics ruled over the peasants. Men and women worked side by side but tended to have different tasks to do and were not always paid the same with the men normally being paid more. Watkins et al (2001) said by the middle of the 18th Century an international group of enlightened thinkers had begun to question the tyranny of the feudal system based on the inherited privileges of kings, church and nobles. The industrial revolution changed things even more for women when the man was seen as the “Breadwinner “and women became even more oppressed because the man was seen as the head of the household. According to Somerville (2000) following common law and custom` a woman’s legal status would be incorporated into that of her husband when they got married. Historically she was not allowed to own property under her own name and that anything she owned or inherited would become the husbands’. Upon marriage it is expected that the woman will change their surname to that of the man, this is to do with an ancient medieval law and custom it is known as couverture. According to Foucault (2017) women are seen as the other sex he said `Othering theory is strongly connected with power and knowledge and when we” other” another group we try to make ourselves look strong and we point the other groups perceived weaknesses `. Beauvoir (1997) Says that women have been seen as the second sex and she quotes ` Humanity is male and that men define women not in herself but as a relative to him, she is seen as the inessential and not the essential. He is the subject, and the absolute she is the other.  she is not seen in society as a autonomous being …she is defined and differentiated with reference to man and not with reference to herself `.  Harriet Taylor was an early campaigner for women’s rights she was also a philosopher in 1851 she wrote an important piece of work called Enfranchisement of women in it she called for equal rights for jobs and not for women to live in separate spheres at that time it was considered to be a very radical piece of writing. Up until 1839 women had no custody rights at all of their children if the marriage broke up. The custody of infant’s act (1839) gave women the right to petition the courts for custody of any children up to the age of 7 and for access for any children over the age of seven. In 1870 the women’s property act was introduced previously any property that the women owned had to be given up to the husband on marriage it also included that any money the women had could be classed as her own. Feminism is a movement that wants equal rights on a political, social, cultural and economic front to men. Mary Wollstonecraft was an early feminist who thought for a equal education for women she wrote an important book called vindication the rights of the woman in 1792 which caused quite a stir when it was released, in it she called for a radical reform of the education system. Wollstonecraft challenged the notion that women were put on earth to please men.
[bookmark: _GoBack]            The first wave of feminism is often associated with Emmeline Pankhurst and others who fought for suffrage (the right for women to be able to vote). They were known as the suffragettes. Emmeline founded the women’s social and political union originally their protests were peaceful but in 1905 they interrupted a meeting by the Liberals and asked Winston Churchill and sir Edward Grey what they fought of votes for women neither man replied to the question. Trueman (2015) They were successful in bringing about the Representation of the people act (1918) this enabled women over the age of 30 who owned property to be able to vote, this was later extended in 1928 to any women over the age of 21. The suffragettes could be very militant in their approach and were known for smashing windows and even arson and the planting of explosives `Very often when they were arrested they went on hunger strike and the liberal party of the day had them force fed this caused a lot of public outcry. The liberals put in place the cat and mouse act which ment that when their health deteriorated they left them out of prison but would arrest them again when their health improved`. Watkins et al (2001) Suffrage could arguably be seen as one of the biggest break throughs in the history of feminism. A lot of historians see the achievement of gaining the vote for women as the end to the first phase of feminism. During the second world war many women went to work in factories to help the war effort. On the men’s return from the war most of the women lost their jobs and were expected to return to being the housewife.  The second wave of feminism began in the 1960, s and 70, s this was triggered by women’s rights not moving on much from the right to vote this was to do with political, economic and social equality it included radical feminism, liberal feminism and Marxist feminism. The thought of radical feminists is that women are exploited by men and that it lies in the biological difference between men and women. The belief is patriarchy is the main cause of all inequality. According to Somerville (2000) when speaking about liberal feminists she says `Too many feminists fail to acknowledge the progress that women of Britain have made in the past to give us more opportunities than ever’. Liberal feminists seek reform rather than a revolution and their thoughts are for more positive role models to give women more confidence. Marxist feminists believe that capitalism is the main source of oppression for females and not legal barriers. They believe that men control the means of production and historically adultery laws protected the male head of the house.Delamont (2001) says that `Women’s opportunities have widened, but class differences between women are more powerful than any gender-based similarities’. Wealthy families used to pay for someone else to breast feed their babies. Many women did not leave the family home until they got married and it was expected that not long after they would have children and become a housewife. In the 1950, s the contraceptive pill was introduced, this gave women the power to control when they got pregnant. Initially the contraceptive pill was only available to married women. Café (2011) says that the contraceptive pill has been seen by many commentators to be the greatest scientific invention of the 20 century .Women now marry later in life and have children later in life and more people are co-habiting than ever with less unwanted pregnancies Somerville (2000) states that 95% of the population will get married at some point in their lives despite the decline in marriage over the last few decades and suggests that co-habiting may be the new equivalent to long time engagement. According to Orr (2010) the vast majority of women (71%) work outside the home and even after they have had children almost (68%) return to work, women make up almost (50%) of the workforce. She also goes on to say that almost two thirds of people trying to cope on minimum wage are women. Clark (2016) says that tasks in the home like cleaning, cooking and ironing are still seen as “women’s work” she goes on to say `The domination of women’s lives by domestic labour has no basis in biology or nature, the role that women perform in childrearing occupies a relatively short period of our lives. Yet it is the idea that a woman’s place is in the home that identifies our roles’. It is common knowledge that often men will say when they are looking after their children that they are “Babysitting” and see the role of the woman as the main care giver. A large majority of the female workforce have jobs that can be seen as an extension of their everyday role of cleaning ,caring and cooking such as school cleaners, looking after the elderly or catering.
            In (2015) a United Nations report said that worldwide 35% of women had experienced physical or sexual violence in the general picture and that it estimated almost 140 million victims of female genital mutilation. They went on to say that these figures could be more because a lot of sexual crimes were not reported. In many countries to this day women cannot access a education it is seen as not important. In 1968 women sewing machinists at fords Dagenham plant went on strike because of unequal pay, on average they were being paid 85% of the male rate for doing the same job. They were not only fighting society and law but also recognition by their own trade unions of an unjust and oppressive system. In 1970 the Equal pay act was introduced this gave women the right to ask for equal pay for doing the same job as a man even after 4 decades women are still fighting for equal pay, with local councils being taken to court for unequal pay and even the BBC. According to the BBC (2018) the gender pay gap between men and women in their company stands at 9.3% Carrie Gracie the company’s China editor as recently resigned from her post because of the inequality in pay. The BBC instead of moving the women’s pay up to that of male presenters brought the males wages down to that of the women According to Trevor (2016) `The idea that everyone should have equal rights as become universally accepted in most countries ,but in reality it is often different were vast inequalities still exist to this day`. Third wave feminism has been in place since the early 1990, s its main focus is on emancipation for the individual, there are literally dozens of types of feminism out there at the moment feminists now identify their own beliefs for themselves many of their goals were achieved in the 1st and 2nd waves of feminism. According to Levy (2005) third wave feminism is an anything goes feminism she says you could be a feminist who stars in porn films or even one who protests against them. She quotes `only 30 years ago, our mothers were” burning their bras” and protesting against playboy magazine, and all of a sudden, we are getting breast implants and wearing the playboy bunny logo as a sign of our liberation’. She goes on to say that it has become a development of a raunch culture suddenly it was seen as empowering.  Some of the types could include New feminism, power feminism and difference feminism. New feminists can be very critical of second wave feminists they don’t believe they should be told how to run their own lives. They belief that they should concentrate on the last few hurdles of inequality that women have compared to men. Difference feminism believe that feminism should be fought for on a more individual basis and should not be under one banner of “sisterhood”. Power feminism suggested that women should no longer see themselves as oppressed and should enjoy the new freedoms that they had found many pop groups sprung up like the spice girls who promoted girl power. There is a suggestion of a fourth wave of feminism appearing with the revolution of the internet the last few decades with social media sites like twitter and Facebook and women being able to access more information on line.
           CONCLUSION
            Women’s rights have obviously come a long way in the last century or so with the right to vote, own property and rights over their children, but there is still a long way to go before women have equality. There are still attitudes in society that need changing only recently it as come to light that the BBC are paying male presenters more than women for doing an equivalent job and men get more money from a state pension than women. It is evident that women overall do more cooking, cleaning and other domestic duties than men and that looking after children is seen as the woman’s role but if the man is looking after is children he often sees it as “Babysitting” The contraceptive pill obviously made a huge difference to women’s lives for once they could have a say in when they got pregnant this also changed the age that women got pregnant and altered the age they got married . First wave campaigners like the suffragettes done a lot for equality with the right to vote being a big step forward. They very often used militant tactics to get people to stand up and take notice. The liberal Government used very brutal tactics on the suffragettes when they arrested them often force feeding them when they went on hunger strike, but this caused a public outcry.  As pointed out by Beauvoir (1997) women have been seen as the second sex. Capitalism is the biggest cause of oppression according to many feminists. Many of the causes that feminists have fought for have been resolved but today there are many types of feminism with not all of them agreeing with each other on the best way forward. The second wave of feminism was triggered by discontent of things not moving on much from the vote and not having equality on a political, social and economic front. Men have historically been seen as the “Bread winner” but over the last few decades women have made up nearly 50% of the workforce. Far more women go to university today compared to the early 60, s but are underrepresented in things like the house of commons and director’s jobs in large companies. There is a lot of talk about a fourth wave of feminism with the digital age and social media platforms such as Facebook and twitter one thing is for sure women have not reached equality yet and the fight is far from over.
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