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Research Question (1 sentence max.)A comparative analysis of the treatment of male and female offenders within the criminal justice system of England and Wales. 


Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. In order to carry out a complete analysis of the treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales it is vital to discuss the prevalence of male and female offenders within England and Wales. According to Office for National Statistics (2022) the total population of England in Wales in 2021 was 59,642,000, the total of offenders dealt with by the criminal justice system in 2021 was 1.31 million, Ministry of Justice (2022).  Out of the 1.31 million people who had been dealt with by the criminal justice system only 79,092 offenders were given a sentence within HMRP, Sturge and Tunnicliffe (2022), therefore highlighting that a large number of 1.23 million were not sentenced for the offence committed. 
When discussing offenders in terms of male and female it is unsurprising to note that out of the 79,092 inmates, at the large statistic of 75 thousand is made up of males and a very low comparison of 3.2 thousand was female, therefore providing a shocking statistic that 97% of all inmates in England and Wales are male, Smith (2022). Although these statistics are exceedingly large, especially for male offenders it is important to note that these numbers only stand for a percentage of offenders dealt with by the criminal justice system. The 75 thousand males in prison covers a large 86% of all male offenders dealt with by the criminal justice system and the 3.2 thousand serving woman covers 83% of the women who were dealt with by the criminal justice system. These statistics portray an extensive difference between the amounts of females who turn to offend compared to men, which leads me to question whether the criminal justice system treats offenders differently regarding their gender and leads me to wonder if a male and female had committed the same crime, would they be treated the same? 
When evaluating the difference in treatment between male and female offenders it is not uncommon to suspect a difference in treatment, this could be down to the understanding that males and females have different needs or can even be down to societal and gender norms. The expectations surrounding women’s social and gender norms can be recognised as a vital part of society that is ever changing. Over the years the expectations of women have agreeably eased with time. Although the expectations surrounding women have reduced with time women’s social and gender norms remain highly recognised despite the fact that gender roles are perceived as largely out dated, especially within the 21st century, Ornella (2020b). Although social standards for women are drastically eased, the most recognised deviance within expectations that surround women is that of women as offenders. However, offending women are immoderately under researched, and the portrayal of society is in fact a lot more underdeveloped than expected in theory, Fitz-Gibbon (2018). Feeley et al (1991) highlights how demonised women offenders are due to the societal opinion that women who do offend must not be normal, but must be sick or ill, and presents the distinctly female offences that were once used on offending women such as witchcraft. Within current times, women offenders are prosecuted by the courts with double deviance due to societal gender norms. 
The theory of double deviance is the punishment that of women who offend are punished for not only committing a crime but also for braking societies norms of the ways in which a woman should behave, Ornella (2020a). Which provokes the questioning of why men aren’t charged with double deviance as well as women.

Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.Evaluate the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales. 


 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aimsObjective one: Explore the prevalence of male and female offending In England and Wales. 
Objective two: Compare and contrast the difference in treatment between male and female offenders. 
Objective three: Explore the public perception on the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales.




 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? I am going to carry out a quantitative survey asking the public their views on the treatment of male and female offenders. The survey will contain a part A asking the public their views on the treatment of female offenders and a part B male offenders, therefore providing me with materials that I can compare and contrast.


Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. For my survey, I intend to create a digital survey which can be completed by participants via a link through social media. I intend to ask 30 individuals in total (15 male and 15 female) in order to gather equal amount of data from both sex. The participants will include friends, family and members of the general public.


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  To ensure I avoid any potential ethical issues I will only consider participants over the age of 18 and potentially provide a trigger warning on the survey informing participants of the context of the survey, providing them the option to withdraw if they are affected by the context. 


 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?Once I have collected all my data, I intend to transform this data into statistics which will help evaluate my research and help my identify the publics opinion on the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales. 


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.[image: A white sheet with black text]


Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  Within my research I hope to achieve a concrete understanding of any difference in treatment between male and female offenders which will lead me to identify whether a difference in treatment should be in place or whether offenders should be treated equally or in accordance with their offence. 
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