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Impact of Islam During the Past Forty Years in the UK
Daniel Annenberg

IntroductionKEY POINTS
· Demographics: Rapid growth of Islam in the UK; up 75% between 2001 and 2011. Islam is now the UK’s second-largest faith.

· Faith and the established Church: Anglican ministers are pastorally responsible for Muslims in their parishes. 900 parishes now have significant populations of other faiths, the largest group of which is Muslim. This has changed the nature of the role of vicars and most are not trained in inter-faith relations or contextual theology. 

· Islamisation: Agreement to permit Muslim practices in public life is gradually allowing aspects of sharia to take hold in the UK. Muslim legal tribunals are acting beyond their jurisdiction.




koko

In the last four decades, the faith of Islam has made significant inroads in to British life and culture. Three key areas will be examined. Firstly, an analysis of demographic changes, using government data from the 2001 and 2011 censuses, will provide a useful landscape for further analysis. Then two specific cultural impacts will be examined: the impact on the established Church and the demand by some Muslims for recognition of religious norms in shared public life. 
Demographics
The religious make-up of the UK has changed markedly in the last few decades. Britain is now a multi-faith country. 
- Muslims form 4.8% of the population, the total number increasing from 1.55 million in 2001 to 2.71 million in 2011.[footnoteRef:1] Today that figure is closer to 4 million. After Christianity, Islam is now the most common religion.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Sundas Ali, British Muslims in Numbers: A Demographic, Socio-Economic and Health Profile of Muslims in Britain Drawing on the 2011 Census (London, United Kingdom: Muslim Council of Britain, 2015), 16.]  [2:  Danielle Joly, “Making a Place for Islam in British Society – Muslims in Britain”, chap. in Thomas Gerholm and Y. Georg, Eds., The New Muslim Presence in Western Europe, (London: Mansell Publications, 1988), 32.] 

- London has the highest concentration of Muslims in the UK. Two local authorities (Tower Hamlets and Newnham) have the most Muslims, a growth of 20% in each between 2001 - 2011. 
- These types of rapid increases have played a role in the impact of immigration more generally in London where, in 2011, ‘white Britons’ were a minority in 23 out of 33 London Boroughs.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Douglas Murray, The Strange Death Of Europe (London: Bloomsbury, 2017), 12-13.] 


- The public infrastructure and skyline of British towns and cities has changed markedly. Mosques, minarets and associated religious symbols are now commonplace, alongside traditional Christian churches. The growth of mosques has been exponential.

	Year
	Number of Mosques

	1966
	18[footnoteRef:4] [4:  John Giles, Muslims of Britain, (n.p., 2006), 9, http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20080523123948/fco.gov.uk/resources/en/pdf/pdf18/fco_engagingislam_keyfacts_.] 


	1985
	338[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ingvar Svanberg and David Westerlund, Islam Outside The Arab World (Hoboken: Taylor and Francis, 2012), 363.] 


	1999
	584[footnoteRef:6] [6:  "The Statistics". 2002. The Guardian. Accessed April 15 2018. https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2002/jun/17/september11.religion2.] 


	2003
	1486[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Muslim Council of Britain, http://www.salaam.co.uk/mosques/index.php, May 2003] 


	2012
	1700[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Patrick Sookhdeo, Faith, Power and Territory: A Handbook of British Islam (United States: Isaac Publ. [u.a.], 2012), 60.] 


	2017
	1825[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Kim Knott, Muslims and Islam in the UK (UK: Lancaster University, 2018), 5. X ] 





Faith – The established Church
The Anglican church is established in England with defined legal ties to the state.[footnoteRef:10] Anglican ministers are unique. They are responsible for all people in their parish, not just Christians. The Anglican church wishes to maintain a Christian presence in every community. However, demographic changes have impacted the feasibility of this aim and changed the nature of the role of vicars.  [10:  Mark Chapman and William Whyte, The Established Church (London: Continuum International Pub. Group, 2011).] 

- In 2001, there were more than 900 parishes, across 35 dioceses, where more than 10% percent of the population were of another faith.[footnoteRef:11] In some dioceses the proportion is particularly high. [11:  Report to General Synod, Staying Present and Engaged, 16.] 

- in the London diocese this is true of three-quarters of its parishes. In three other dioceses between one quarter and one third of all their parishes are of this nature. Perhaps more significant is the fact that there are now 35 out of 44 dioceses with at least one parish in this context. The Muslim population is the most significant within these figures, larger than all the other non-Christian faith groups combined.[footnoteRef:12] 

The Anglican Church has not updated these figures since 2001. The growth of Muslim populations in the intervening years as shown by the census mean these figures will be significantly higher today, and should be an area for further research. [12:  Inter Faith Consultative Group, Presence and Engagement Report, 27] 

Working with other faiths is still considered a niche area for vicars. Increasingly, both new and existing clergy find themselves placed in parishes with significant Muslim populations. They do so often with no experience or contextual training. The Church needs to equip these ministers in contextual theology, the theology of inter-faith relations, and how to share the Gospel appropriately with Muslims.[footnoteRef:13] Inclusion of an optional module in inter-faith relations during ordination training is a promising start.[footnoteRef:14] [13:  Mark Poulson, Interview, Dept. for Interreligious Affairs – Lambeth Palace – March 2017]  [14:  2018. Dur.Ac.Uk. Accessed April 16 2018. https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/common.awards/TMM2257_ChristianityandInterFaithEngagement.pdf.] 


Islamisation
Demand to have Islamic religious practices, particularly aspects of sharia, inform parts of British life has been significant since the 1980s. 
- A 1989 survey revealed that 66% of Muslims stated that where British law and sharia conflicted, they would obey the later.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Humayun Ansari, Muslims In Britain (London: Minority Rights Group International, 2002). ] 

- 2006 ICM poll, reported in The Times, found that 40% of Muslims supported the introduction of sharia in majority Muslim areas.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Clive Coleman, "One UK Legal System?", The Times, 2006.] 

The demand for specific aspects of sharia to be recognised practically, if not in law, has impacted a range of public contexts including food, law, education, banking, and healthcare. Two are considered here: 

Food: frequent requests have been approved for halal food in prisons, schools and hospitals.[footnoteRef:17] Nando’s, one of the most popular restaurant chains in Britain, has adopted halal food laws.  [17:  Patrick Sookhdeo, Dawa (McClean: Isaac Publishing, 2014), 79.] 


-  Nationally, 22% of Nando’s restaurants are halal. Within Greater London this figure rises to 30%. This is despite Muslims representing about 5% of the population. 

- These restaurants offer a reduced menu compared to non-halal branches. No non-halal option is available, since halal certification is problematic when halal and non-halal items are prepared in shared preparation areas.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Daniel Johnson, Nando’s Research Paper, 2011.] 

Law / Courts: Sharia courts and tribunals work within the Arbitration Act (1996). They can adjudicate on cases involving financial and property issues.
- Decisions are enforceable by county courts or the high court.

- 85 courts/tribunals operate in Birmingham, London, Bradford and Manchester.[footnoteRef:19]

Concern exists that these tribunal services are adjudicating on areas of law outside their jurisdiction. Their reach has over-extended to rule on criminal cases, domestic violence, divorce and child custody.[footnoteRef:20] This represents the potential for a de facto secondary legal system in the UK.  [19:  Karen McVeigh and Amelia Hill, "Bill Limiting Sharia Law Is Motivated By 'Concern For Muslim Women'", The Guardian, 2018, https://www.theguardian.com/law/2011/jun/08/sharia-bill-lords-muslim-women?INTCMP=SRCH.]  [20:  Ibid.] 

Further thoughts

The Census data provides the broadest set of figures for faith in the UK. Currently there is no guarantee that the ‘religion’ question will be asked in the next census. The current figures are probably an underestimate. Why? Firstly, they do not include illegal immigrants. Secondly, the two local authorities with the largest Muslim populations had the lowest census uptake.[footnoteRef:21] 

Demographic changes mean it is unlikely that the Church of England will be able to maintain a Christian presence in every community.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  Douglas Murray, The Strange Death Of Europe (London: Bloomsbury, 2017), 12.]  [22:  Interview with Mark Poulson, Inter-faith adviser to the Archbishop of Canterbury, April 2018.] 

Calls already exist to clearly mark halal meat in supermarkets and restaurants. Baroness Cox, a peer in the House of Lords, has already raised concerns about sharia Courts. A Bill introduced in 2012 to limit ‘jurisdictional creep’ was rejected by parliament.[footnoteRef:23]  [23:  Douglas Murray et al., "The Government Kicks The Sharia Debate Into The Long Grass | Coffee House", Coffee House, 2018, https://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2012/10/the-government-kicks-the-sharia-debate-into-the-long-grass/.] 

_________________________________________________________________________________
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