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Working title: New Religious Movements and Cults in today’s society from their initiation to leaving and the aftermath.

The aim of the dissertation is to give an overview of new religious movements and what the family dynamic is for women and children and to see what happens if they leave any movement or cult and how this may change the family dynamic.  

The dissertation will also be looking at how an adult being initiated into any new religious movement or cult has implications on the wider family this also has an effect on children being born into the movement or cult and finding that into adulthood they would prefer to have the option to choose their religious beliefs and how leaving can affect them after being born into the religion or cult.  This would also be true for any practitioner of a new religious movement or cult after leaving and what if any repercussions there would be.

The dissertation will also look at how today’s society views the family dynamic and having children within new religious movements and how new religious movements are perceived for their practices.

I am going to use books, TV shows e.g. documentaries, social media, journals, films, listening to podcasts and websites, reading first-hand accounts of people who have left a movement/cult and newspapers.

I will be looking the initiation for example conversion therapy versus mind control and what techniques are being used.  The effects on the individual for example having mental health issues any addictions or poor financial structure.  The family within and without the movement or cult and whether there are any feelings of anger rejection or loneliness.  Leaving the movements and the effects on the individual and their reasons for leaving and any aftermath i.e. banishment or rejection from family members still within the movement.
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