


The Home Office (2013) gives a definition of any event that entails behaviour that is threating, controlling, involves violence and abuse or are forced into something that is unwanted in its domestic framework, meaning this could experiencing behaviour that is psychological, sexual, physical, emotional, and financial abuse to any victim whether they are male or female, young or old. Within this essay it is going to be focusing on women and primarily the different types of child abuse, but also looking at what abuse actually is and will abuse in households have an effect on the child mentally and physically as they get older and more aware, or if they even realise if what they’ve seen as a child if they see it as a “normal” situation in their lives. The essay will also focus in on the issues of county lines drug dealing and child trafficking,  and the effects it has on the young person or child, how different charities like Benardo’s helps to solve these contemporary issues.
[bookmark: _Hlk85808011]Looking at the definition of abuse, according to Dudley Safeguarding People Partnership (2021) abuse can be both mentally and physically causing the person distress or damage in anyway. NSPCC (2021a) explains how children that are exposed to domestic abuse, not only experience it first-hand though violence but by being subjected to it, by seeing their family member in distress or injured, or by hearing the violence from another room, or actually getting hurt from trying to intervene in the situation, even broken items in the household, this will always have an negative impact on the child’s development through their upbringing including their education. Where there is domestic abuse or conflict between the parents in the household with children, they are more likely to be involved in drug use, smoking and early sexual activity (Early Intervention Foundation, 2018). Radford et al (2011) supports the information that one in four children will experience some sort of domestic violence, 5 percent of the abuse will be persistent and severe. This may indicate that as the child grows up, this violence is what they will be used to and they may think it is the natural way of behaving, which means they will treat other people with the same abuse as they have witnessed which has caused them psychological and other issues. 
Looking into the problems of defining emotional abuse and neglect it is very difficult to define, it is stated that when dealing with a case it is difficult to explain the abuse due to the fact that the neglect shows no physical harm, unlike physical and sexual abuse (Glaser, 2002). Likewise, there was a significant lack of understanding and recognition of neglect and emotional abuse from social services over many years (Glaser and Prior, 1997). When looking at the terms of maltreatment and abuse, many see that they are problematic and judgemental to certain cases, moreover these comments are made to the cases where they do not intent to harm the victim, but the actions have a negative effect on the child (Glaser, 2002). However, Hart, Binggeli, & Brassard (1998) contradict the statement that there is a lack of understanding from social services, due to the fact they state neglect and emotional abuse is increasingly being accepted that they cause major harm to how the child develops and the effects of this abuse later in their adult life. Erickson, Egeland, & Pianta, (1989) explains that evidence from longitudinal studies there is evidence to show that children who have been aware of neglect and emotional abuse in their household have shown a number of different behaviours, emotional and cognitive difficulties later in their childhood, this could include things like substance abuse, abuse towards their own partners and other issues like being involved in criminal behaviour, for example county lines. 
Adults who participate in substance abuse when they are pregnant or as the child is growing up has been linked with development and health problems with their children, this includes psychosocial, psychological issues, genetic, and development problems (Laslett,. et al. 2014). Huntsman (2008) supports the information that parents who have mental health problems, there is an increased chance for problems to do with the child will occur. These include child protection services to be involved as the child grows up, secondly there will be more of a chance that the child will have social and behaviour issues and they are more likely to experience mental health problems in the future. Mental health problems may occur due to the fact that they may need to care for younger siblings, as the parent isn’t fit enough to, or actually looking after the parent from at such a young age due to mental health illness. Moreover alcohol, substance misuse, poor housing conditions, low income and mental health issues are a common factor in cases that involve neglect and child abuse (Laslett et al., 2012). Adults who are unable to control their addiction to drugs and alcohol will struggle to finance what the child needs, for example adequate food and supplies for schooling due to them  spending their money on fuelling their addictions. Children who are in this environment and who are aware of the adult’s actions and who does not get any nurture of their parents will lead to the child developing dysfunctional behaviour and other negative outcomes (Manning, et al. 2009). This suggests that there is a higher chance that the child will become involved in criminal behaviour as they grow up for example, county lines dealing.

According to National Crime Agency (2017) county line drug dealing is becoming more and more popular and it is quickly developing and evolving as a method of supplying to the drug market by crossing police borders. Drug dealers known as out-of-town dealers (OTD) travel from urban built-up areas to smaller locations, more rural or at the coastline. Their purpose is to sell and supply heroin and crack cocaine, class A drugs. The SECRU report stated that children in Sussex, Hampshire, Surrey, and Thames Valley, were involved in country lines, 260 to 300 children were known to be involved between January to July in 2018, moreover 86 percent of the children involved were male and 14 percent of those were female, a large number of these children were known to be from London and various other places. The number of girls that are involved in county lines is unknown at this time, the research on females’ involvement is not as detailed as male involvement (Coomber and Moyle, 2018; Robinson et al., 2019). 
Young people who are targeted by out-of-town dealers (OTD) are known to be aged 14- to 17-year-old males (NCA, 2016; Cohen, 2018). Young people and children are targeted and have a higher chance of being exploited because they are considered to be disposable to out-of-town dealers (OTD) due to young people are known to be easily recruited and they are a cheap workforce (Coomber and Moyle, 2018). Looking at research, it has been identified that there is a pattern of the most vulnerable that are recruited and exploited. These are vulnerable children and young people, people who are dependent on drugs or are in debt, young people and adults who are parents and carers for family members, and suffer from mental health issues, or people who feel like they have nowhere else to turn (Coomber and Moyle, 2012; NCA, 2017; Sturrock and Holmes, 2015; Windle and Briggs, 2015). 
According to the NCA (2018) suggest the offences that are recorded females only make up 9 percent of county line offences, this may be due to the fact that females aren’t seen as criminals especially young girls, therefore the police don’t pick up on their identification or what they are involved in due to the fact that the stereotype is that young girls wouldn’t be involved in criminal acts. The stereotype for young males is that they are always looking for trouble, so young males who come from built up areas to smaller coastal or country towns it is going to look more suspicious to the police, so they are more likely to be caught. However, the NCA (2017) has reported that 500 girls under the age of 18 were victims of sexual exploitation, this means that there has been an increase from 2015, which therefore means 250 more females have been sexually exploited within 3 years. Females who are sexually exploited are instructed to go to a male’s house to be ready to beat, which means preforming sexual activity, they are told there would be punishment in the form of sexual violence or physical violence if they refused and did not listen (Storrod and Densley, 2017) due to the fact that girls are exploited and used for a profit (Ernszt, 2018). 

NSPCC (2021b) defines child sexual exploitation (CSE) as it is a type of sexual abuse, the young people and children will perform sexual activities for drugs, money affection and things like gifts. Young people and children are manipulated into thinking their relations with other people are meaningful and that their relationship is loving, so the victim will believe that they are not being abused, this action is called grooming. On the other hand, abusers will just use intimation and violence to make the vulnerable young person terrified enough to perform these sexual acts, they will make them feel like they don’t have a choice. Another technique that is used by abusers is they will offer the young people large amounts of money and control them with financial abuse, the sum of money will be so much that the victim will not be able to pay the amount back therefore the abuser will be able to exploit them further. 
Young people and children are trafficked from countries into the UK from countries such as Albania, Romania and Vietnam and made to perform in sexual activities. Children and young people are also trafficked and are forced into marriages and are used and manipulated into working in agriculture or in factories or working on cannabis farms and committing other crimes, they will also be involved in domestic slavery where the victims will be used for cooking, cleaning, and things like childcare (NSPCC, 2021c). 

Barnardo’s (2021) explains that children who have been a victim to trafficking are usually to scared to ask for help from anyone due to the fact that they are terrified of the people who exploit them, when a child does not seek help it makes it hard to know what they are experiencing or have experienced. Benardo’s provide special support that is direct to the child who has been exploited, Bennardo’s help with emotional and practical traumas, social care services, immigration, and the police work with the children as a partnership to care and help the child understand what they have experienced. Benardo’s run the Independent Child Trafficking Guardianship Service (ICTGS) throughout the UK to help vulnerable children gain a real trustworthy relationship, to help with psychological and emotional support, to give them practical support, this includes education, housing and support for their health and well-being. Additionally, professionals help the children and young people to teach them what trafficking is, so they are able to see the signs and not fall victim to the abuse again. 
An example of solving local problems to tackle the vulnerable, Safer Swansea Partnership (2021) some of their priorities are dealing and helping young people and children, working with adults who struggle with alcohol and drug addiction which may lead to problems with abuse and drug, county lines dealing and trafficking. 
Safer Swansea was set up in 1998, the purpose of this partnership is to understand crime in Swansea by working with multiple services such as South Wales Police, Public Health Wales, and the ABMU Health Board, to overcome short-term and long-term contemporary issues within Swansea. Safer Swansea understands that issues like violence against women, domestic abuse, and sexual violence (VAWDASV) is a massive contemporary issue, they recognise that not only is it just females that are affected by these issues men and young boys can also suffer with the same issues (Safer Swansea, 2018). According to Safer Swansea Partnership (2021) the impact of Covid 19 has had both a negative and positive influence on crime between 23rd March 2020 to 22nd March 2021, Safer Swansea focuses on Swansea, Neath, and Port Talbot areas. Safer Swansea’s data when focusing on child abuse from 2019 to 2020 the total number of cases were 179, from 2020 to 2021 these numbers dropped to 125 cases, which is a reduction of 30.2 percent. Looking at Child Sexual Abuse there was 189 cases which reduced to 123 cases which is also a reduction of 34.9 percent, furthermore child sexual exploitation decreased from 82 cases to 69 cases which is also a reduction of 15.9 percent. When looking at domestic abuse in these areas there has been a reduction of 11.3 percent from 9957 to 8830 incidents. According to the crime Survey there was a 7 percent increase in domestic abuse incidents in Wales and England, 1.6 million women and 757,000 men were victims of abuse between March 2019 and 2020. This information may suggest the work that Safer Swansea is completing in the areas is having a very positive effect on the issues of abuse and violence due to the fact that in all the key areas of work all of the numbers of cases have reduced during the Covid 19 pandemic (UK Parliament, 2021). 
In conclusion this essay has realistically only just touched on this very complicated issue that are always a challenge to the Police and other partnerships, but all this information is constantly linking back to issues with poverty and vulnerability, whether that is the adult’s vulnerability with their mental health or alcohol and drug abuse or a young person or child being vulnerable, and they are unaware they have or are being manipulated. Unfortunately abuse and domestic abuse will keep continuing, it is a constant battle, but as the research has shown abuse is being tackled and the numbers are being reduced by service that are willing to help the vulnerable.  
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