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Firstly, in this video I will be evaluating 5 key elements. These elements are: 
· The benefits of Multilingualism and bilingualism 
· Divergent thinking 
· Brain development 
· Welsh and English as an additional language 
· Frameworks
The benefits of Multilingualism and bilingualism:
To begin with multilingualism and bilingualism has a different meaning to each individual. The meaning of multilingualism and bilingualism is infinite as every individual with an additional language may identify as bilingual (NALDIC 2011). Also, bilingualism is difficult to categorized. Nevertheless, worldwide phenomenon. 
According to NALDIC (2011), the meaning of bilingualism is having the ability to use two languages, this can start from an advance level of speaking the language or speaking the languages to a minimal level. On the other hand, the meaning of multilingualism is the ability to speak 2 or more languages and it is known for being an individual characteristic (Barker 2011). 
According to Bialystok (2017) states that bilingualism is a factor in child development which is difficult to measure because there is such a spectrum and diversity. According to Sihaan (2022), Eric Lenneberg states that learning a language should start from early age of a child’s life this is because Lenneberg state that being able to learn a language at this critical period gives a of a higher quality of the child being able to learn 2 or more languages. BBC Radio 4 (2015) states that Noam Chomsky, also agree with Eric Lenneberg, that children can adapt to new language instantly, this only happens when child who is bilingual can have these experiences to use language. 
The Atlantis press (2017) tells us that a child being bilingual, or multilingual is unique and that it allows children to have a positive outlook on the world around them and different cultures. The UNCRC article 30 (2024) states that every child in a minority group have the right to practice their own culture, share their religion and language with others around them. 
The Atlantic press (2017) also agree with (Barker 2011) that knowing more than 2 languages is beneficial for the child’s brain development and gives them the opportunity to think in many different ways. Research shows that being bilingual is significant for the first few years of a child’s life (Atlantic press 2017). 
Language is a system not just a system for communication but also a cognitive system. This means being bilingual gives access to 2 cognitive systems which gives a greater cognitive range (Bialystok 2017). Another factor is Bialystok (2017) states that bilingualism has been shown to influence language acquisition it is self as well as the cognitive system.

Divergent thinking 
According to Zheng (2022) states that Guilford (1967) believes that divergent thinking is known for being one the most important concepts of creativity and is also known produce a wide range of knowledge in a new and different way with their experiences. Caughron (2011), also agrees that divergent thinking is a unique part of creativity and contributes to many forms of bilingualism. 
Another fact is that divergent thinking has 4 main characteristics, fluency, flexibility, elaboration, and originality. Caughron (2011), states that bilingual children have the ability to be good divergent thinkers as children are able to find a solution to any given problem that they face this is known as fluency. Flexibility is very similar to fluency as Zheng (2022) states that Guilford (1967), believes that flexibility allows divergent thinkers to approach a problem. Zheng (2022) states that being bilingual and divergent thinker builds on people self-esteem, positive self-image and that you are cable of working in difficult situations. According to Storme (2017) bilingual speaker should be encourage to switch between languages, this is known as code switching this is because it is beneficial and it allows people to be more creative which allows them to be divergent thinkers and support their brain development.  Radboud University (2024) support this point as children who are bilingual cannot switch off from their native language, educational systems should promote this instead of suppressing a child additional language as this takes a lot of cognitive effort. 




Brain development
It is considered today that brain development play’s an important role when it comes to bilingualism and multilingualism. Following this, language does not only allow us to memorize words and sounds but it plays a key role in hearing and listening to sounds (Costa 2020). This is why in my activity I have brought in an object where the children can use senses such as feel and touch. According to Costa (2020), a child brain development may be affected by sound, touch, vision, smell and thought. 
Pilatsikas (2020) states that bilingual children have a greater opportunity into being able to store information as this build structure in the child’s brain and allows children to build form of memory. Gallagher (2005), also agree that being bilingual can enable a growth of development and Neural development for a child’s brain structure. Also, another important factor of brain development is that children need a primary caregiver to engage in activity and to build that form of attachment to enable children brain to develop (Gallagher 2005). 
Another fact is that critical phase for a child’s brain to development is at these early stages as the brain is at its primed and is ready to build new connections which means the child has the ability to learn a new language (Sihaan 2022). Research shows that children benefit from being bilingual as it allows them to process information faster Radboud University (2024)
Welsh and English as an additional language 
Firstly, according to (Clement 2023), the meaning of English as an additional language is supporting children who access English in a mainstream school, but English is not their first language (Clement 2023). Secondly, Welsh as an additional language is a child who is do not speak Welsh or English in a home environment but goes through learns in Welsh  (Welsh Government 2014). Following this, (Welsh Government 2014) state that children who use Welsh as an additional language are more likely to learn their social language first sometimes it takes longer to learn the academic language if educational settings are not promoting and providing these opportunities. Welsh Assembly Government (2010) states that practitioners need to promote and provided these opportunities through curricular experiences. 
In order for children to have the best possible outcome practitioner should have positive attitude and approach during a child learning (Hickey 2012). It is known as a native tongue that children who speak 2 or more languages but they (BBC No Date). 
Also, another fact is setting should also promote children culture and religion, as this will allow children to feel sense of feeling valued and feeling apart of the setting (0pen Access Government 2023).
One of the most important consideration of this study is children with additional learning needs. According to the Welsh Commissioner for Wales (2023) states that all Welsh medium setting’s need to examine if they can give the correct support for each child with ALN. Following this, settings should take important steps and reviews to see if they can fully support the child’s needs (Welsh Commissioner for Wales 2023). 
Frameworks 
To begin with the Welsh curriculum known as the Curriculum Cymreig (2003) state that every educational system in Wales should celebrate and learning about their country. In order for children do feel a form of Welshness staff should allow opportunities for children to learn songs and learn about Welsh culture and this will allow children to feel a sense of belonging. In my activity I used a song head, shoulder, knees, and toes for children to understand different parts of their body, this allows children to be able to have opportunities to gain experience through music and to learn by an engaging activity. 
According to Hwb (2020) the Welsh Curriculum should have a balance of the Welsh language during all aspect of a child’s learning. Every school in Wales should have a pedagogy approach, this means looking at why, how, and what this subject benefits children’s education, Hwb (2020). The Hwb (2020) and Curriculum Cymreig (2003) both agree that every child should have these experiences as this is a policy in all schools in Wales. According to Government Wales (2021), there is a policy put in place that supports parents/carers with this, but it also allows children to feel confident. 
The Welsh Government (2017) have stated that they want to achieve a million Welsh speaker by 2050 they want to ensure that this target is met by allowing children to socialize through activities with other peers in Welsh. Another fact is that the Welsh Government (2017) state that they want to start this target in early years education as children this support’s brain development. 
Conclusion 
To conclude this this video, we can see that bilingualism and multilingualism play a key role in children’s brain development and us as practitioners need to ensure we provided these opportunities to ensure that children become divergent thinkers. Frameworks play a key role in Welsh and English as an additional language as it gives us a policy to follow on how we can support children in the best way who are bilingual and multilingual. 
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