Should the UN concentrate on development goals, humanitarian relief, peacekeeping, or conflict resolution?

In 1945 the United Nations (UN) was formed after WWII. It was a response to various nations in ruin, the urgent need to rebuild and a global call for peace and cooperation. States joined the UN beginning with 51 and increasing to all 193 Member States today. (Nations, 2023a). The UN system incorporates a General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the International Court of Justice, and the UN Secretariat and are comprised of various funds, programmes, and specialised agencies. (Nations, 2023b). In the decades since its creation, the world has changed irrevocably. The UN has developed a multi-faceted approach to deal with accelerating human expansion. With this expansion, there seems no place on Earth that humans have not influenced or affected in some way. Fontaine-Skronski et al question whether 25 years on that it is struggling to be effective in a new global landscape (Fontaine-Skronski, Eschborn and Thool, 2023). In the last two decades, factors have put pressure on the fabric of multilateral cooperation. These pressures include climate change, conflict, and migration. The UN is struggling to maintain influence in an increasingly divided world. 
While all four aspects of UN work are important, humanitarian relief, peacekeeping, conflict resolution and the Sustainable Development Goals, to maximise its efficacy to impact an increasingly overwhelming global situation, focus on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will address the most pressing and salient issues of our time.
After the war the UN emerged as a powerful and cohesive force that had the potential to bring countries together to solve world issues. (Nations, 2023a).
In 1945 the world was shaken by its shared tragedy and horror in the aftermath of war. Lives, economies, and nations were exhausted. There was momentum for peace, rebuilding, and a practical system that could be relied upon to limit the possibility of another world war. 
The UN’s peacekeeping missions helped to end conflicts and advance reconciliation by successful peacekeeping operations in many countries. The UN has also seen great failures while operating peacekeeping missions. Failures of the international community during times where clear directives on how and when to deploy UN peacekeeping operations were essential, were found to be severely lacking in execution. (Our successes, 2023). The Director of  the International Negotiation and Conflict Resolution Program at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University asserts that, “conflict resolution preventing wars and human rights violations, rebuilding societies in their aftermath, requires an approach that incorporates the perspectives of both human rights advocates and conflict resolution practitioners”. (Babbitt Eileen, 2011). While these two approaches are essential to conflict resolution, they are also somewhat contradictory as one often hinders the others progress and vice versa. Human rights advocacy sometimes centres itself around the shaming of, and the judicial condemnation of responsible individuals which can hinder negotiations that conflict resolvers rely upon. Whereas conflict resolvers can focus on negotiating settlements for the short term, without focussing on long term human rights improvements. (Babbitt Eileen, 2011).
Humanitarian relief from the UN is now relied upon by many countries where conflict and disaster have rendered lives and economies extremely vulnerable. (Nations, 2023b). While humanitarian relief is essential in the short term, it does not address the underlying issues. Humanitarian relief, peacekeeping and conflict resolution are all very important aspects of the UN, however if we do not focus on the sustainable development goals (SDGs) as a priority, we will continuously face issues that contribute to conflict and crises. Addressing the development goals will help nations increase wealth, stability, and peace within their country. It will diminish the possibility for conflict, human rights violations, and the need for humanitarian relief. Conflict and instability are much more likely if the SDGs are not reached.
In 2015 the UN created a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to be reached by the year 2030. They are intersecting calls to action that tackle the world’s most critical issues such as inequality, climate change, conflict, and poverty. The UN recognises that a single issue or SDG cannot be addressed without it ultimately affecting another. (Sustainable Development Goals | United Nations Development Programme, 2023).
The goals are: 1. No Poverty, 2. Zero Hunger, 3. Good Health and Wellbeing, 4. Quality Education, 5. Gender Equality, 6. Clean Water and Sanitation, 7. Affordable and Clean Energy, 8. Decent Work and Economic Growth, 9. Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure, 10. Reduced Inequalities, 11. Sustainable Cities and Communities, 12. Responsible Consumption and Production, 13. Climate Action, 14. Life Below Water, 15. Life on Land, 16. Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, 17. Partnership for the Goals. (Sustainable Development Goals | United Nations Development Programme, 2023).[image: ] Clearly SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions, incorporates humanitarian relief, peacekeeping, and conflict resolution within its scope as well as other SDGs like SDG 1. No Poverty and SDG 10. Reduced Inequalities. This complexity of intersectionality is why focus on a singular issue will not work. The sustainable Development Goals with 169 targets are “setting out a supremely ambitious and transformational vision. We envisage a world free of poverty, hunger, disease and want, where all life can thrive. We envisage a world free of fear and violence”. (United Nations, 2023b).  Although these goals are essential for our combined global future, they can seem wishful and unattainable in their adoption with the current global turbulence. The tasks addressed within the SDGs and the timeframe of completion in 2030 are likely impossible to reach. A monumental shift of global focus will need to be undertaken for the goals to be met in any significant and meaningful way. So far, progress has stalled amid the climate crisis, economic fluctuations, conflicts, and the pandemic aftermath, all of which have increased displacement of people. (United Nations Statistics Division, 2023). This graph demonstrates the consequences of conflict, economic disturbance, and climate related catastrophes on human populations and local communities. Figure 1: 108.4 million people worldwide forcibly displaced

(UNHCR The UN National Refugee Agency, 2023). 
With the escalation of conflicts around the world in 2023, and over halfway to the completion date of 2030, the Sustainable Development Goal 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions, is facing significant challenges. The progress of the SDGs, or lack thereof, have synergistic knock-on effects. An example of this would be, if the displacement of people in one area due to conflict is not addressed adequately, the displaced population will transfer to another region, strain will impact that region, conflict will arise due to this strain and the cycle will continue.  This cycle keeps focus on governments reacting to the immediate situation, rather than making long term decisions that really make an impact.
In a 2023 UN report on Synergy Solutions for a World in Crisis it explains that if the 2030 climate goals are not reached, the repercussions will be felt through all 17 goals. The Sustainable Development Goals and climate objectives are currently unattainable without synergies. It is evident that addressing climate change and achieving the SDGs are closely interconnected, with the benefits of combined action far outweighing any drawbacks. By maximizing these synergies, we can bridge investment gaps worth trillions of dollars. Therefore, it is imperative that synergistic action becomes a mandatory part of national commitments, reporting, and financing for climate and development goals. It is crucial to act on the climate emergency and sustainable development together now, as failure to do so may result in these challenges remaining unsolved. (United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2023. p12). 
There are large obstacles that the UN and Member States need to urgently address if they wish the goals to be met in 2030. They will need streamlined and standardised methodologies to measure SDG progress, Member states have considerably different priorities, yet will need an ambitious outward concentration in the place of inward, narrow, and short-sighted focus on their own political agendas. There is an urgent need for adequate allocation of funding. The initial outlay of funding will be extensive, yet imperative for the achievement of the 2030 goals and the future. The funding must be used as a collaborative and equalising tool from the richer, developed states to enable poorer underdeveloped states to create a trajectory that brings all 193 Member States to a position where SDG success can be reached. (United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2023. p16-17). UN secretary-General António Guterres, clearly warns that If we do not manage these issues properly, we are “staring down the barrel of a confluence of challenges unlike any other in our lifetimes”. (United Nations, Secretary General, 2023).
The populations of the world know and feel the pressure of the many dangerous issues we face currently and in the very near future. It is understood that presently, when the urgency to find workable solutions is paramount, humanity is less trusting of the decision-making systems that govern us than ever before. This distrust is compounded by conflicts between the interests of States, such as the imbalance and accumulation of wealth, military and arms capacity with out-of-control spending, trade, finance, and communication fractures widening. The States not taking progressive actions are causing polarisation among the populations creating division and internal tensions. (United Nations, 2023a). As Member States of the United Nations are further under pressure from these issues, the UN itself struggles to maintain cohesion in a world of inequality. The UN’s central principal of No One Left Behind is an unequivocal commitment to “eradicate poverty in all its forms, end discrimination and exclusion, and reduce the inequalities and vulnerabilities that leave people behind and undermine the potential of individuals and of humanity as a whole”(UNSDG | Leave No One Behind, 2023).
 Whether the United Nations is up to the task of implementing and actualizing such a globally cohesive movement that reaches the 2030 Stainable Development Goals, remains to be seen. 
In conclusion, the United Nations has a critical role to play in the global landscape, particularly in the face of mounting challenges such as climate change, conflict, and migration. While all four of the aspects of UN work such as humanitarian relief, peacekeeping, conflict resolution, and the Sustainable Development Goals are important, this essay argues that the focus should be on the SDGs. 
The SDGs, with their 169 targets, set out an ambitious, optimistic, and transformational vision for the world.  A world free of poverty, hunger, disease, and violence. The SDGs are interconnected calls to action that tackle critical global issues such as inequality, climate change, conflict, and poverty. The UN recognizes that addressing one aspect of a Sustainable Development Goal will invariably impact others, highlighting the need for a holistic approach. 
With global instability the enormity of the tasks within the the Sustainable Development Goals make their achievement by the 2030 deadline seem alarming and near impossible. Progress of the SDGs has been hindered by the climate crisis, economic fluctuations, conflicts, and the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, all of which have increased the displacement of people. To overcome these challenges, a significant shift of global focus is needed. The UN and its Member States must urgently address the large obstacles in the way of 2030 goal success, such as the need for clear procedures to measure the progress of the SDGs, a converging of Member State priorities, and adequate allocation of funding. Appropriate funding will be considerable, yet essential for the enablement of the 2030 goals. 
The UN's ability to implement and actualize the Sustainable Development Goals remains to be seen. The organization's effectiveness in this global landscape is being questioned, and it is struggling to maintain influence in an increasingly divided world. The accomplishment of the SDGs is not just about addressing the most pressing issues of our time but also about ensuring the survival and prosperity of the world for future generations. The UN, with its global reach and influence, is uniquely positioned to lead this effort. However, it will require the collective will and concerted action of all Member States to make this vision a reality.
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108.4 million people worldwide were forcibly displaced

At the end of 2022 as a result of persecution, conflict, violence, human rights violations or events seriously disturbing public order.
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