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	For completion by the first marker: Chris Mitchell
Comments: This dissertation demonstrates a good writing style, properly referenced, and with excellent spelling and grammar. It gives a lot of background to the politics of the space race and the Cold War – indeed, it would make an excellent article. However, while it reads very well as an article, as an academic dissertation there are some areas that would have given your dissertation a firmer structure. A dissertation should have a literature review section, and although you have made good use of your sources within the dissertation, a literature review section would have allowed you to present these up front, making is clearer to see what sources you would be using. Your ‘My Research’ section is extremely brief, and simply says that you will be examining narratives using the framework provided by Weber’s model. This needs to be expanded – what primary sources are you using (for example, Weber’s texts, NASA press releases, reported statements from politicians on both sides, official press releases from the USSR and so on)? You are making use of these primary sources, but again they need to be identified up front.
A separate literature review section should identify your primary sources, and discuss previous research in the field by citing relevant secondary sources. Again, some of this discussion does come out during the course of the dissertation, so the issue is not so much the content as the structure of your dissertation.
You have made good use of secondary sources and referenced them well, but given that your essay focuses on Weber’s definitions, it would have strengthened your arguments had you referred to other works by Weber, particularly relating to the world becoming disenchanted (for example, in his Essays in Sociology).
Your raise some very interesting points, making good use of secondary sources; for example, pointing out on page 2 that the escalating arms race ‘gave birth to an entirely new type of eschatological fear’. On page 5, you make reference to Nick’s point that NASA – a thoroughly secular organisation – involved Billy Graham to invoke Christian theology in the quest to reach the Moon, and identified this as a value-rational appeal. You then contrast this with the Soviets’ use of value narratives to describe their space programmes, presenting an idealised version of a sort of Soviet superhero rather than the flawed human traits that cosmonauts share with everyone else; an excellent point. However, you didn’t really expand on this point – your main discussion of value narratives related to NASA’s unmanned missions. That section was very well written, but your focus on the value narratives from the Soviet side was entirely on propaganda – the perfect image that the USSR was trying to promote. A very valid argument, but one that could be expanded to include other elements. On page 8, you say that ‘spacecraft became stand-ins for political systems’, but what did Weber have to say about these opposing systems? On page 9, you say ‘Despite its emotive, nationalistic appeals, by Weber’s definition the messaging of the space program of the Soviet Union was pragmatic and utilitarian.’ Again, a very good point, but Weber does point out that the Soviet Union (a very new institution at the time of Weber's death in 1920, so very topical for him) couldn’t stick to its socialist ideals:
Hence, in a word, the Soviets have had to accept again absolutely all the things that Bolshevism had been fighting as bourgeois class institutions. They have had to do this in order to keep the state and the economy going at all. Moreover, the Soviets have reinstituted the agents of the former Ochrana [Tsarist Secret Police] as the main instrument of their state power.
This is from ‘Politics as a Vocation’, pp.77-128 in Gerth and Wright Mills (ed., trans.), From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology (New York: Oxford University Press, 1946), p.100, and this can be used as an argument for why the messaging was pragmatic – in effect, the USSR had had to adopt things counter to its stated values in order to function as a state.
On page 10, you make a very good observation about the nature of the Soviet space programme, and make reference to Gerovitch’s description of “Cosmism”. This is a very interesting area to explore further, because the whole notion of Cosmism appears to contradict the idea of rationality in Weber's terms, as it is a mystical strand grudgingly adopted by the Soviets, and also ties in with Weber’s views on disenchantment. This would have been a good counterpoint to your excellent analysis in your section headed ‘Weber and the Meaningful Cosmos’, which you restricted to the post-Apollo NASA missions. You make an excellent contrast on page 46 between the almost mystical value narrative of sending a disc that can last a billion years out to space with NASA’s practical rationality with the “NASA, USA, Planet Earth” address on the cover. This is a very good observation, but what about the USSR? You have implied that the USSR was pragmatically rational but used value rationality to promote the ideal of space travel, but what about the Cosmism element? Does that represent an enchanted view of the cosmos, and if so, does that have a quasi-religious element that would count as a value narrative? You’ve cited Asif Siddiqi in Into the Cosmos and made some very good points there, but later in that same book, edited by Siddiqi, is an article by Victoria Smolkin-Rothrock that sheds further light on your analysis in her article ‘Cosmic Enlightenment: Scientific Atheism and the Soviet Conquest of Space’ in which she discusses not just the quasi-religious nature of the Soviet space programme, but an explicit mission to disprove the existence of God as part of the space mission, which would have strengthened your section on Soviet value narratives.
Overall, this is a good piece of writing, excellently referenced, but would have benefitted from the inclusion of a literature review section, and a deeper exploration of your primary sources.
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:
This is an exceptional piece of work. It tackles a topic, which is attracting, increasing attention, almost week by week, namely the rapidly expanding intervention of humans in space.

It takes a topic, which has so far not been explored, namely space messaging, and analyses it through the work of Max Weber. This is an area in which there is very little previous literature. In fact, the only previous space literature to use Weber is by Campion, on which this work builds.

The whole dissertation fulfils the course criteria to a high level. It is extremely well written, with a complete absence of typos or grammatical errors. It is very clearly structured, moving from establishing the academic rationale to investigating individual instances of space messaging. It makes excellent use of previous secondary sources with a literature review combining primary and secondary sources (section1) running straight on from the introduction.

It has a detailed analysis of several examples of space messaging by Vostok and Pioneer, which are the key primary sources, and these are analysed by reference to key secondary sources. There is a very clear introduction, and a conclusion which comprehensively summarises and discusses the points raised. The whole dissertation is comprehensively referenced, according to the required format, and there is a very good balance of paraphrasing and direct quotation, which means the evidence and theoretical frameworks are well presented. In addition to Weber’s, sociological model, the instances of space messaging are placed within a historical context, namely the Cold War. As the dissertation concludes on page 51, space messaging constituted ‘a Cold War fought with words and semiotics’. This is an original conclusion.

There are two improvements you could have made. The first is that, even though you have made extensive use of primary and secondary sources, the guidelines always call for a separate literature review section. The second is that you could have made use if some other of Weber’s works even though, I know as you supervisor, that you included him late in the process too close to submission.

Our understanding of human engagement in space is vital at the present time, due to the increase in the number of countries developing space programs, plans for new human flights to the Moon and Mars, together with proposals for permanent settlements, the increasing involvement of private companies, in what was once an exclusively state enterprise, the militarisation of space, the industrial exploitation of resources on the Moon, and on asteroids, and concerns over waste and pollution. 
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