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	Activity Plan

	Activity: Create a pattern with coloured bears and patterned strips.
[image: Get a printable bear color graph and spinner. This includes many ideas to use the activity to practice early math skills with young children in preschool, pre-k, tot school, and Special education. Perfect for your bear theme unit or can be adapted to any theme with different counters.]
(Pinterest)

	Number of children:3

	Age of children:4/5 years old
	Number of adults:1

	Location: Classroom

	Preparation time: 5 
minutes

	Activity time:  15 
minutes

	Resources: Coloured bears, pattern strips.


	Aim/s of activity: To recognize and repeat a 3 colour pattern using the patterned strips and to recognize different colours.


	Links to outcomes: 
*Encourages problem solving  
*Activity that uses their senses
*Experiences using different roles,can do as an individual activity or can be used as a paired or group activity.
(Fondation Phase Framework,2015)



	Differentiation: Use a 2 colour pattern to make it slightly easier for them to follow.



	Health and safety:



	Role of adult/adults: To monitor and support the children if needed. Take notes of any difficulties the children may have.



	The activity:
Sit at the table with the 3 children. There will be 3 children doing the activity individually but all on the same table. Show and explain the resources to the children and explain what you want them to do. Ask the children to follow a 3 coloured pattern that’s shown to them on the strips and use the coloured bears to then continue to follow the pattern on the strips. The adult will be sat looking on and available to help, but each child will be encouraged to try to complete the activity alone. The children will be doing this activity on a table in the classroom.
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The activity plan explains that pattern is going to be used. Patterns are such an important part of mathematics, some educators even claim that mathematics is the science of patterns and that mathematical problem solving is an endeavour involving the uncovering, exploring, analysing and understanding of mathematical patterns (Schiro,2004,p 193)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The activity plan demonstrates the use of fine motor skills while learning their colours. This is a positive about the activity to make movements using the muscles in our hands and fingers. Fine motor skills are essential for early years learning, it is the ability to make movements using the small muscles in our wrists and fingers.Fine motor skills depends on how well children learn, it helps children to do everyday tasks in school for example colouring,holding a pencil, building blocks and also helps them at home with doing up bottons, brushing teeth( The understood team)
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Resources are essential to practitioners to be able to support mathematical development. It is believed that visual and practical resources are beneficial and effective in helping children to learn and while being taught (Drew,2007,p.19). Tucker (2010) states resources are most effective and successful when they are theme related and they mean something to the child/children, however he states there are other essential resources that satisfy basic requirements these include beads and string, 2D and 3d shapes, wooden blocks, counting sticks and many others.  
Mathematics is used in all areas of learning and is used so much in everyday lives.Mathematics is used to problem solve which helps children in all aspects of the curriculum while at school and helps later in life with their future work. Mathematics helps children learn how to think, to notice and to question and to try new ideas (Area of  learning and experience mathematics and numeracy,2019). A solid environment with plenty of resources available to the children really help the childrens mathematical development. The resources should provide a challenge for them to be able to explore and have hands on experiences with different objects, this helps children with mathematical visual images. The resources used can be things that are used within the house hold or local environment the resources can help children learn with counting,shapes,sizes (The Australian association of mathematics teachers,2007)  Children  need the opportunity to problem solve making sure the resources are available is vital. Problem solving needs to be hands on and practical this enables them to bridge the gap between meaningful and abstract.These opportunities can be given to children by providing the resources and by letting children have the responsibility with their everyday routines and activities.All children are natural problem solvers and this sets out their learning which they use everyday (Gifford,2016)
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There are many things that can influence childrens attitude towards maths. Adults play a vital part in childrens views on mathematics, if parents attitudes are negative towards maths this influences the child and their attitude and achievement in maths and they are more likely going to have a negative attitude also. It is said that girls have more of a negative attitude towards math than boys do and that parents tend to believe their boys can achieve more in maths than what they believe their girls can. The children’s attitudes towards maths affect their performance and their part taking and their interest (Gunderson, Ramirez, Levine, Beilock,2011, p.1)
Many children within the Uk between the ages of 7-9 would lose interest and have negative attitude towards Maths. Research shows that young people of England wales and Northern Ireland has the lowest rates of children who carry on studying maths beyond the age of 16 (Jones,2012)
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