Lecture Notes – The Monsters Within

Slide 1 (Title slide) – 
Painting by Francisco Goya.  Saturn Devouring His Son - recurring themes of these paintings: mythology, mortality, suffering and finitude.

· Last week looked at gothic landscapes being landscapes of the mind, where the setting of stories reinforced key themes or represented anxieties of an age.  
· This week journey further inwards and explore the monsters that lie within.  
· So we will be exploring the world of the mind, in an attempt to expand your story ideas, and character deigns.

Slide 2 – 
· This quote introduces the theme quite nicely, it implies that stories are used as a means to test out our values, a place where rules can be challenged, and that classic tales tell us more about ourselves, they better able us to understand ourselves or a society at a particular time. 
· Session will focus on Victorian literature, an age that shaped our minds and values but are the ideas in Victorian literature still current today, and can you use these ideas more importantly in your own stories.

Slide 3 – 
· Monstrous is considered that which is inhumanly evil.  
· Monsters were seen as hellish, deformed creatures in medieval times.
· During the Victorian era monsters represented cultural anxieties as discussed last week with Frankenstein.
· With regards to contemporary monsters such figures as Hannibal come to mind. In this example the monster has been humanized into a serial killer.  He may even be regarded as the Dracula of our time.  Like Stokers count he is arguably more cultured and intelligent than his adversaries.  
· Based on this outline you could say that human monstrosity changes, in line with our shifting social norms and moral values.

Slide 4 -
With regards to Victorianism, here is an outline of Victorian values and themes that are common in Victorian literature.
 
Victorian society was a time know for strict morality, when we think of Victorian society a popular picture that may come to mind is respectable, polite, dutiful, repressed even.  But was this time as black and white as it may seem.

A time that had an underworld of prostitution, poverty, corruption, crime, and everything else that might undermine the idealized image of the Victorians.

So stories at this time would have developed in an age that had deep differences.
- With regards to class. 
- There was also a disconnect with the Victorians being scientific logical people but obsessed with superstition.
- A society that appeared to adhere to strict moral codes, surrounding reputation respectability but also had a huge drug issues and issues with prostitution.

Slide 5 –
· It was no surprise then that Victorian newspapers were filled with scandalous stories of murder, deceit, and cruelty
· Some of which included Spring Heeled Jack and Jack the Ripper.

- Jack the Ripper was an infamous figure known to stalk the gloomy foggy back streets of Victorian London, killing mercilessly in the winding streets of Whitechapel.
- But this was not the only dark presence on the streets of London, there's the tales of Spring Heeled Jack another gentlemanly devil figure who attached innocent victims.    

- Both these figures were reported on in the media at the time, eager to sensationalize in order to sell newspapers.   
- As Victorian society had become an urban society it had been fed these stories of murder and violence.

· The devilish spring heeled jack was a supernatural figure who could leap unnaturally, had metal claws, burning eyes and a furnace mouth.  This figure was reminiscent of ancient superstitions and demons but strikingly modern in appearance with his industrial metal claws.  This boogeyman was thus a personification of the new industrial urban world.  A new monstrous figure hidden among the anonymous masses of the city much like jack the ripper.  

· We see that monstrous evil during this time is predominantly human in nature.  Not surprisingly in a society where grave robbing was common and trade in the dead was high to satisfy the needs of medical research. Jack the ripper himself was even suspected to be a medical physician.  Which brings another level of evil to this figure as a doctor or a person of medicine is meant to respect and care and help those in need not slaughter them.  A violation not only of moral value but of duty. 

Slide 6 –
A classic Victorian piece of literature, the Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.  
 
The differing personalities of the character in the novel can be understood as exploring contemporary debates about moral behavior and the duality of human consciousness.  By the author splitting the consciousness of Dr Jekyll in two he is exploring the battles played out in every one of us.  
· Dr Jekyll - attempts to suppress desires that run contrary to the dictates of society
· Mr Hyde is the amoral side that runs riot in an attempt to gratify animal desire.  
However, through Hyde Dr Jekyll is freed from the restraints imposed by society.
  
· This story can be understood as a moral lesson of Victorianism. It deals with the duality of human nature and questions the boundaries between humans and animals.  
· Like the Victorian era we still see stories arising that deal with the threat behind or beneath the appearance of respectability.  Such as the Purge where one night a year society is free to engage in its most basic animalistic monstrous form.  
· Raising questions that beneath our exteriors we are still nothing but animals.
· Based on these examples could say that the stories of monsters serves a particular function, to warn us of darker parts of our nature, and to draw attention to the duality of our human nature.

Slide 7-
· Look at Dorian Grey, another classic.
· A story of selling's one soul for vanity.  In the story his soul is entombed in a painting, but Dorian’s portrait is a reflection not just of the characters appearance but a true reflection of his soul and how each monstrous acts, is rotting his spirit.  He may look beautiful on the outside but within he is a repulsive monster.  
· But Dorian Gray is no longer a cautionary tale. With the rise of social media, Dorian Grays are staring us in the face every time we open Instagram.  A selfie can remain immortal even as the person taking it withers away.  
· If Oscar Wild had written this tale now it wouldn't’t look out of place in a black mirror episode.

Slide 8 –
· With modern monsters in mind lets look at the change in the monstrous feminine.  
· Unlike the 1935 Bride of Frankenstein and the 1994 film Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, Lilly Frankenstein in Penny dreadful is not bound merely for her grave or marital bed, but is portrayed as a monster in her own right.  Who becomes a murderous vigilantly, bent on bloody revolution.    
· She stands outside the norms of society depicted in the series even criticising the suffragettes in light of her own ambitions.
· In this character we see repulsive desires.
· The portrayal of a contemporary bride of Frankenstein in Penny dreadful is a complex character who deals with issues of equality but also serves as a reflection of moral ideals, and the age old question what is just and morally right.

Slide 9 -
· Final look at Hannibal.
· Scene - Here we see Hannibal innocently cooking.  During the scene we see him pick a recipe from his recipe box, then it cuts to him searching through his business cards before showing the meat that he's preparing for his dinner party.
· He is such an effective personification of evil, and embodies the quote there of a human monster being a….
· His behavior is monstrous and is completely against any social norm or acceptable behaviors, you could say that he is morally monstrous also.  But he is not savage he does not kill indiscriminately he picks his victims carefully for specific purposes which gives the character another dimension of horror.  He is also the image of normality and sophistication a true monster hiding in plain sight.  This element of him not being an outsider and one who seemingly fits into the social structure is again what makes this character terrifying. 
· He is a monster of our time much like Spring Heeled Jack was in the Victorian era, but he also resembles Jack the Ripper hidden among the anonymous masses. 

Slide 10-
· You will need to navigate to your module page, here you will find the task worksheet.  One page full of quotes from theorist and classic novels.  
· In your groups you will need to discuss how these quotes can be applied to your story idea, character development and visual approach. 
· You will then need to write half a page of notes, reflecting upon your group discussion focusing on level specific area.  So level 4 will write notes on ….. L5, L6 and L4.  
· These notes, can eventually be used in your portfolio, maybe as a section on research or as part of your voiceover.  
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