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Reasons for Choosing Topic (one short paragraph):
The topic I am wanting to undertake is an osteological analysis of the Vikings in comparison to their contemporaries. My reasoning behind this is because I have a real passion for the Vikings as a whole, and they are commonly misrepresented in popular belief as these big, brooding brutes, who just pillaged their way across Europe. It is this view that I am wanting to challenge with a study of their osteology.

Preliminary Summary of Themes, Aims and Objectives (one to three paragraphs):
[bookmark: _GoBack]In terms of the themes I am planning to focus on, I am currently thinking my main theme will be literary theory, due to the various accounts by contemporary scholars, such as Ibn Fadlan and Henry of Huntingdon. However, I am also considering looking at gender, as there is debate as to whether Scandinavian women also partook in raiding, so analysing their osteology compared to their contemporaries will also be interesting. Likewise, a study of culture and postmodernism may be useful as the study will be wanting to challenge many modern interpretations of the Vikings.
As previously mentioned, the aim of this study is to clear up misinterpretations that the Vikings are subjected too in terms of their biology and actions compared to their contemporaries. I plan to look at the people of Scandinavia, both those who remained in their homelands and those who went out into the world raiding or trading to see if there is any osteological difference between them (as in were only the big and strong partaking in raiding, etc.). Also, I will be analysing the Anglo-Saxons of England, the Franks of Europe, as well as the Arabs of the East (potentially alongside the Rus/Slavs and the Greeks) to see the validity of certain accusations, both contemporary and modern. For example, by examining whether the average Scandinavian were taller than a Medieval Arab, the validity of Ibn Fadlan’s account, which suggests that they were taller, is checked.

Brief Preliminary List of Primary and Secondary Sources (mention any relevant archives, etc. here):
Primary Sources: 
· Ibn Fadlan’s account of the Rus Vikings.
· Henry of Huntingdon’s account of 1066.
· Archaeological/Skeletal remains from various sites including Sigtuna and Repton.
· Anglo-Saxon Chronicle – Raids but also St Brice’s Day Massacre.
· Porphyrogenitus – Strength by carrying ships on shoulders.
· The Chronicle of John of Wallingford.
· Ecomium Emmae Reginae.
· Snorri Sturluson.
· Various other Sagas and Chronicles.
Secondary Sources: 
· Archaeological reports on Sigtuna, Repton, etc.
· Allmäe, The Salme I Ship Burial: An Osteological View of a Unique Burial in Northern Europe.
· Holck, Bone mineral densities in the prehistoric, Viking‐Age and medieval populations of Norway.
· Kjellström, INHABITANTS OF A SACRED TOWNSCAPE: An Archaeological and Osteological Analysis of Skeletal Remains from Late Viking Age and Medieval Sigtuna.
· Hubbard, Warriors of the Viking World.
· Hines, The Anglo-Saxons from the Migration Period to the Eighth Century.
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