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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 



500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





Section 126(1) of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 [SSWBWA] defines an “adult at risk” as an adult who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect; has needs for care and support or is unable to protect himself or herself against abuse or neglect or the risk of it.  The SSWBWA provides the legal framework for improving the well-being of people, part 7 relates to safeguarding, this legislation provides the outline for the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019.  The Wales Safeguarding Procedures were designed for practitioners to apply the legislative requirements of the SSWBWA, the procedures also recognise other legislation such as Domestic Abuse (Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015.

The process of assessment set out under Part 3 of the SSWBWA will apply when an adult is suspected to be at risk of abuse or harm.  Sections 19 and 24 of the SSWBWA set out the duties on a local authority to assess an adult’s needs for care and support and a carer’s needs for support. The Care and Support (Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2015 make further provision about such assessments. 

The consent of the adult is a significant issue in deciding what actions to take in response to a worry or allegation of adult safeguarding. Adults with care and support needs may be capable of protecting themselves from abuse, neglect or exploitation by others and are not predictably unable to protect themselves because of their age, frailty or disability. In some situations the ability of the adult to protect themselves may be affected by their needs for care and support. These needs may affect how far they are able to make and carry out informed choices free from pressure or coercion. Professional judgements are required where an individual is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse, and they have needs for care and support. Thought must be given to capacity, the likelihood of coercion, and to the nature and effect of the needs (Welsh Government, 2019).

All safeguarding matters and decisions should take into account the legal obligations of the Mental Capacity Act 2005.   The Mental Capacity Act sets out five statutory principles which underpin the legal requirements in the Act, presumption of capacity, individuals being supported to make their own decision, unwise decisions, best interest and least restrictive option. Capacity is decided if an individual cannot understand information, retain the information to make a decision or weigh up the information to make a decision.

Although the local authority has the lead role in making enquiries into safeguarding cases, where criminal activity is suspected, early involvement of the police will clarify whether a criminal investigation may be appropriate.  A criminal investigation by the police takes priority over all other enquiries, although they may run simultaneously. A collaborative approach by multi-agencies should be agreed to ensure that the best interests and personal wishes of the adult are considered throughout, even if they do not wish to provide any evidence or support a prosecution.  Everyone is entitled to the safety of the law and get the right access to justice. 

Word count: 518





	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





The Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 is one framework for safeguarding both Adults and Children.  Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 [SSWBWA], section 126 for adults and section 130 for children.  If a child is at risk S.47 of the Children Act 1989 is followed and there are clear guidelines and processes.  Children’s safeguarding procedures are more rigorous than adult guidelines.  Enquiries carried out under section 126 of SSWBWA may decide no further action.  Brammer (2010) expressed concern for major weaknesses of the framework for adult safeguarding and in contrast to the clear duty to investigate suspicions of significant harm to children under the Children Act 1989.
 
An important difference between safeguarding adults and children, is the adults right to self -determination.  In line with the Human Rights Act 1998, article 8 ‘right to respect to a private and family life’, people are free to make their own choices if they are assessed to have the capacity to do so.  Adults have the right to make unwise decisions, however when assessing an adult at risk consideration needs to be given to coercive control. “Coercive control creates invisible chains and a sense of fear that pervades all elements of a victim’s life. It works to limit their human rights by depriving them of their liberty and reducing their ability for action” (Home Office, 2023).

Victims are usually deprived of their Human Rights by the abuser.  Coercive behaviour should be dealt with as part of safeguarding procedures, adults may choose not to act to protect themselves and only in extreme circumstances the law can intervene.  If an adult is assessed not to have the capacity to understand their situation and harm and abuse is occurring this then allows the Local Authority to intervene and make decisions in their best interests.  

Adults are given the right to make unwise decisions under the Mental Capacity Act 2005.  When assessing adults with learning disabilities, even though their chronological age dictates they are an adult, in most circumstances their cognitive age is much lower.  Adults with learning disabilities will experience higher levels of bullying and abuse in the community.  Fyson & Kilson (2010) state that ‘great recognition of needs and vulnerabilities across the learning disability continuum is needed.  Assessments need to pay more attention to social ability and community dynamics’.

Word count: 388
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