Marinda Cook (1903624)		 2
Individuals and Groups in Society (SJSI5018)

Choose a group in society and consider how they had to engage with the ‘politics of recognition’ in order to seek greater equity in the last 50 years.

African Americans have struggled to get the rights to be equal in the United States for years now. After the Civil War in 1865, slavery was abolished (History.com, 2009). In 1868 the 14th amendment came to law which gave African Americans the equal right to protection; the amendment states “…nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws (National Archives, 2019)” (History.com, 2009). While in 1870 the 15th amendment came to law giving African Americans the right to vote (History.com, 2009). This amendment states, “…the right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude—” (National Archives, 2019). Even though they had the 14th and 15th amendments and the abolishment of slavery that did not stop the discrimination. Whites still looked at African Americans as they were lesser than (History.com, 2009). Even though they had the right to vote did not mean the whites did everything they could to keep them from it. Weather it was throwing away their votes, threatening them or even beating them if they did vote (History.com, 2019). But the African American also did not stop fighting recognition. (History.com, 2009). 
 In 1971 George Ellis Johnson became the first African American business owner to have a company on the major U.S. stock exchange (Allen, 2016). His company was Johnson Products, it was cosmetic products but what pushed him over the top was his relaxer for men (Allen, 2016). In 1977 was when Andrew Young was sworn in as the U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations under President Jimmy Carter (Lewis, 2016). This was a huge step because he was the first African American in this Position (Lewis, 2016). The 1978 case of Regents of the University of California vs. Bakke was a case that made a great leap forward (McBairde, 2006). The case was about the University of California having two different registrations for there medical program. One registration was 84 seats for general people, which was white males and sometimes white women (McBairde, 2016). The other registration was 16 seats for African Americans and any other person that was not white, or someone they did not want in the program (McBairde, 2006). When applying, Bakke was denied twice, and they could not provide a reasonable excuse. The case eventually went to supreme court and the school was accused of going against the 14th Amendment (McBairde, 2006). There was a lot of good progress for the African Americans made in the 70s, and in the 80s even though they faced hard times they kept fighting. 
From 1981 to 1989 there was a low point for civil rights because of the views some people had. When Ronald Reagan became president (Barrett, 2019). He campaigned against civil rights for blacks and women. While president he was true to his word, making discrimination against blacks one of his least concerning topics, and electing William Rehnquist to be the Chief of Justice of the US Supreme Court which made sense since he was against the civil rights legislation (Barrett, 2019). In May 1980 there was a riot in Liberty City, Florida (Miami Riot) because police officers were ruled innocent after murdering an African American man that was unarmed (Lewis, 2017). Miami Riot was the worst in U.S. history since the 1967 Detroit Riots, where 43 people were killed, 300 injured, 1,400 buildings burned, and 7,000 or more people were arrested over the course of 5 days (Lewis, 2017).  Miami Riot was 24 hours long and 15 people died (Lewis, 2017). Even through these rough times Vanessa Williams became the first African American to hold the crown of Miss America (timetoast, 2019). Also, Michael Jackson released the best-selling album in the history of music, selling 45 million copies of Thriller worldwide (Billboard, 2015). 
The 1990s were the time that African Americans really broke new ground and started seeing major changes (Lewis, 2017). African Americans started to be voted as mayors and generals, they also became leaders in academics and sports (Lewis, 2017). At the same time there were some up roars and stumbling blocks, but it has not stopped them. The concern for justice was an ongoing search considering the Rondey King case. In 1992 the Los Angeles police officers Koon, Briseno and Wind brutally beat Rodney King nearly to death (Kreitner, 2015). When tried they was considered innocent resulting in a three-day riot across Los Angeles.  There were 8000 people arrested, 2000 people injured and 50 plus people were murdered (Kreitner, 2015).  A couple months after the riot William “Bill” Pinkney was recognized as the first African American to sail around the world (Obmg.org. 2019). The first African American selected to be the U.S. Surgeon General was Jocelyn M Elders in 1993 (Celebrating Civil Rights Heritage in Arkansas. 2016). Then in 1994 Coery D. Flourney was voted president for the Future Farmers of America Convention (Ffa.org. 2019). By the 17th of October 1995 Minister Louis Farrakhan organized a march called The Million Man March (BlackPast., 2012). The purpose of the march was to teach and show an example of unity (BlackPast., 2012). Dr. Helene Doris Gayle was recognized as the first African American Director of the National Center for HIV, STD and TB Prevention for the U.S. Centers for Disease Control in 1995 (Cfmedicine.nlm.nih.gov. 2015).  Also, in 1995 the first African American president for American Medical Association was Lonnie Bristow where he excelled at his job (Miyamoto, 2010). Tiger Woods won the Master Tournament in 1996 (Diaz, 2012). This was a great accomplishment because not only was he the first African American to win but he was also the youngest to win the title. Wynton Marsalis’ “Blood on the Field” jazz composition won the Pulitzer Prize in Music in 1997. He was the first jazz composition to receive this honor (Atlantasymphony.org. 2019). In 1996 through Proposition 209, California lawmakers abolished Affirmative Action (Ballotpedia. 2019). After California other States followed suit. Texas abolished Affirmative Action in 1996, Washington in 1998, Florida in 1999, Michigan in 2006, Nebraska in 2008, Arizona in 2010, New Hampshire in 2012 and Oklahoma in 2012 (Ballotpedia. 2019). In 2003 the case of Hopwood v. Texas made Texan leaders reverse their decision so now there are currently only eight states that ban the policy, California, Washington, Florida, Michigan, Nebraska, Arizona, New Hampshire and Oklahoma (Ballotpedia. 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the 21st century the retired four-star general Colin Powell was voted to be the Secretary of State (2001-2009.state.gov., 2010). Barack Obama became the 44th President of the United States and the first African American President. Obama was also awarded the Noble peace prize in 2009 for his "extraordinary efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between people" (History., 2019). On the 6th of October 2009 based on his views, and despite the 1967 United States Supreme Court ruling that forbid his action, Judge Keith Bardwell refused to officiate an interracial marriage (Essence. 2008). By 2010 Disney showed their support to the African American community by crowning their first African American princess, Tiana (Chu, 2009). On the 9th of November 2011 in White Plains, New York, Kenneth Chamberlain Sr. was murdered. At the time he was 68 years old and had a chronic heart problem. Chamberlain was a black, retired Marine and a 20-year veteran of the Westchester County Department of Corrections (Scott, 2019). The day he died his LifeAid medical necklace was involuntarily activated and police officer Joe Coscarelli came. After knocking and asking if he was ok, Chamberlain said he was fine and that he didn’t need help. Coscarelli decided to break down the door. Coscarelli then decided to tased and shoot Chamberlain, killing him (Scott, 2019). Since the police was going after the African Americans, they retaliated and went after the police. JoAnne Deborah Byron also known as Assata Olugbala Shakur is a former Black Liberation Army member. She murdered State Trooper Werner Foerster during the New Jersey Turnpike shootout in and was convicted to first-degree. By 2013 the FBI listed her on the “Most Wanted Terrorist”. She was also made a target for the FBI’s counterintelligence program directed towards Black Liberation groups (Everything.explained.today. 2019). Through the years African Americans have fought for their recognition and have came a long way. 
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