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6Respecting the Voice of the Child in Early Years Education. 

Aim: the aim of this briefing paper is to provide early years practitioners with information and helpful resources, so they can respect the rights of the child in early years education during parental separation. This paper focuses on national requirements and the UNCRC to demonstrate the importance of respecting children’s rights. Article 23: if you are disables, either mentally or physically you have the right to special care and education to help you develop and live a full life.
UNICEF states that article 23 should always be implemented so all children have the opportunity to ‘lead full and independent lives’ 
National Council for Voluntary Youth Survive states that ‘work to include groups and individuals to ensure access and inclusion for young people with disabilities and ways to facilitate involvement, review and evaluate progress.’ Inclusion is important when it comes to article 23 as its all about ensuring that all children have the same rights to education as their peers. Making sure all children receive a good standard of education that helps them develop holistically means adapting the learning to the child. 
Welsh Government (2016) states that Inclusion within mainstream schools is not sufficient in itself to ensure disability equality in schools. Pupils with a disability have the right to pursue their education without unfair discrimination.’ The Equality Act 2010 supports this by stating ‘the responsible body for a school a duty to make reasonable adjustments to prevent discrimination’
In regard to article 23 in practice UNICEF states ‘Governments must do all they can to provide support to disabled children and their families. Schools are not only supporting disabled children and young people in the present, but they are helping to empower them and their families for the future.’


























Article 12: You have the right to an opinion and for it to be
listened to and taken seriously.
Article 12 puts emphasis on the importance of respecting the child’s voice. Ensuring that in early years settings, all children can freely express their thoughts and opinions means you are giving them a voice and ensuring personal autonomy. 
Curriculum for wales, foundation phase framework (2015) states that ‘Children develop their thinking across the curriculum through the processes of planning, developing and reflecting, which helps them acquire deeper understanding and enables them to explore and make sense of their world.’ This clearly demonstrates how being included in the planning, developing and reflecting on small decisions within an early years setting will help improve their confidence and skills as a person. Having the right to the opinion on their learning is of utmost importance. Linking to both article 12 and the Children’s Act 1989, which states ‘Children have the right to a voice and assist in decision making’ 
The Children Act (2004) also states that children right to a voice and duty is placed onto local authorities to consider children’s feelings and wishes regarding their safety and gives them choices regarding their lives and welfare.
D,M,B Hall states ‘Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child’ the Welsh Government, inclusion and pupil support (2016) supports this by stating ‘All children should be involved in making decisions, where possible right from the start of their education. The ways in which children are encouraged to participate should reflect the child’s evolving maturity.’
A Children’s Rights Approach for education in Wales (2017) states that ‘Participation means listening to children and taking their views meaningfully into account. All children should be supported to freely express their opinion; they should be both heard and listened to. Their views should be taken seriously when decisions or actions are taken that affect their lives directly or indirectly (as guaranteed by Article 12 of the UNCRC)





 



























Article 28: You have a right to education
The UNCRC have implemented article 28 due to the fundamental right of the child to access an education freely and to be able to experience holistic development through education. No child should be deprived or go without education as it is a basic human right. Placing it in a child’s right article will help ensure that the rights of the child is considered regarding their education and it cannot be taken away by the guardian.
Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education (2018) states that to achieve this right progressively and based on equal opportunity that ‘primary education shall be made compulsory and available free to all. To encourage different forms of secondary education, including general and vocational; make them available and accessible to every child.’
The right to education in practice can sometimes be harder to obtain for some minority groups such as asylum seekers. That is why The Welsh Government School admissions code 59 (2013) applies to all children when they are residents in a local authority area and includes children seeking asylum. If they are of statutory school age, asylum-seeking children arriving in Wales are entitled to a school place for as long as they remain here. Ensuing that all children have access to the right of education.
A Children’s rights Approach in Wales (2017) states that ‘Provision articles cover the basic rights of children and young people to survive and develop. These range through health care, food and clean water to the education and environment which allow children to develop.’ This ensure that educators in Wales are aware that education is a basic right for all children, it should be met to a high standard where all children have the right to access education. 




Article 29: You have the right to education which develops your personality, respect for others’ rights and the environment.
The UNCRC states, ‘a child of young persons education should help their mind, body and talents be the best they can.’ And that ‘education should prepare children for a responsible life in a free society.’ 
Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education (2018) states that ‘Article 29 is specifically agreed that education will be directly linked to the development of the child’s personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential. The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, respect for culture, identity, language and values and the development of respect for the natural environment’
Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education (2018) talks about empowering children and giving them choices, this is linked back to article 29 as by empowering children you are educating them on their rights and the value they hold as humans. This can them be used for them to learn about how to respect the rights of others and the environment in which they live. ‘Human rights should empower children. Empowerment means enhancing children’s capabilities as individuals, so they are better able to take advantage of rights, and to engage with, influence and hold accountable the people and organisations that affect their lives.’
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