Results Chapter
Introduction
Following the collection of primary research, this part of the thesis will aim to present the study's conclusions and assess the collected data. This chapter aims to fulfil the third objective of the dissertation, which is: To conduct primary research to understand how police officers perceive drink driving and whether they would support a change in the law.
An unanswered and blank copy of the survey can be found in Appendix A and presents the questions asked in the survey, as well as who the targeted participants of the survey were.
The survey was created using Google Forms and was posted onto the internal ‘intranet’ for Gwent Police, this survey was also emailed to officers from ‘Roads Policing Specialist Operations’ who are the dedicated roads policing unit for Gwent Police – I would class these as expert opinions due to the nature of the job they undertake and the weight behind their opinion. There are a total of 12 questions however, only 9 questions will be used in this chapter due to its relevancy.

Data Analysis
Data analysis, in its essence, is the systematic examination, organisation, and extraction of information from a substantial volume of collected data. This process facilitates the identification of patterns or themes, with recurring or analogous responses potentially indicating solutions to a research inquiry.

Method for Analysis
Because the data was quantitative in nature, it was critical to create an analysis tool that could uncover themes and comparable responses while filtering through it. Because the data was acquired through a survey, graphs of participant responses were easily assembled into various graphs. The survey was anonymous, and no participant has been identified throughout.


Analysis of Quantitative Data gathered from Surveys.

To assist with the analysis of the large quantity of information present in the seventy-seven responses the use of Microsoft Excel has been extremely beneficial in representing the date in a readable format. The use of various graphs has been beneficial in order to assist the reader in understanding the data provided by the participants of this survey.






Question 5 – Awareness of drink drive laws within the UK


This question was used to highlight the current gaps in knowledge for police officers surrounding the drink driving laws within the UK. 78% of respondents to the survey were very aware of the drink drive laws within the UK, whereas only 22% were somewhat aware.
This is highlighting that there is a slight knowledge gap for officers, the public would expect police officers to have a full unequivocal knowledge of the laws they are enforcing. However, it is pleasing to see that no one had indicated that they do not know the law surrounding drink driving within the UK.


Question 6 – Officers interactions involving drink drivers.
86% of police officers who undertook this survey has attended an incident involving a drink driver, highlighting just have prevalent drink driving is within the UK. Although there are 14% of respondents that have not attended incidents involving drink drivers, these respondents are part of non – uniformed policing roles, such as CID, PPU and are not on frontline policing, therefore they won’t be attending these types of calls.


Question 7 – Officers perceptions of measures to be included in stricter drink drive laws.

This question was asked as a multiple choice, meaning that the participants could select more than one answer. From the data it is quite clear that there is a general consensus that the majority of participants feel that there should be harsher penalties for offenders of drink driving. There was also an option to suggest other measures, some of these included:
· Instant revoking of licence if charged with a drink driving offence
· Improved processes for evidence capture (I.E preliminary roadside test to be able to be used as evidence for at least a penalty where custody travel/waiting times could allow the driver to fall below the limit before evidential testing)
· Reduce the limit to a ‘0’ for a no drink drive policy
· Complete forfeiture of cars for offenders and prison time for repeat offenders






Question 8 – Personal opinions on whether drink drive laws would improve road safety











This question has provided a mixed bag of responses – 50% of participants have stated that they strongly agree that stricter laws would improve road safety, however there are a small minority who disagree that stricter drink drive laws would improve roads safety.


	

How aware are you of the current drink drive laws in the UK?	
Very aware	Somewhat aware	Not very aware	Not aware at all	61	17	0	0	


Have you ever attended an incident involving a drink driver?	
Yes	No	67	11	

What measures do you think should be included in stricter drink laws?


Lowering the legal blood/breath alcohol limit	Harsher penalties for offenders	Mandatory alcohol education programmes	Use of ignition interlock devices	46	67	33	22	



Do you believe that stricter drink drive laws would improve road safety?	
Strongly agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly disagree	39	16	12	11	0	

