Notes: Jane – Assignment 1 (2,000 words)
Question: “Conduct a literature review that critically examines academic and policy-based perspectives on key UK counter-terrorism legislation and concepts.”
[ Use a real-life event such as Manchester Arena bombing or the 7/7 London bombings as a case study to explore how these frameworks have been applied in practice ]
Introduction: 200 words
· What is terrorism and why is it a key issue.
· State what you will focus on: counter-terrorism legislation, policies, and how they’ve been used ~ real life case.
· Mention chosen case: Manchester Arena bombing, 2017 

Main Body: 1,600 words
· Outline key laws:
~ Terrorism Act 2000, Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015, Counter Terrorism and Sentencing Act 2021. 
· How laws evolved in response to attacks?
· How police monitor attacks - Threat Levels (MI5, 2024). 
· CTP arrest around 250 people (on average) every year on suspicion of terrorist offences (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2025).
· Of the 254 people in prison for terrorism:
~ 60% are convicted of Islamist terrorism-related crimes.
~ Nearly 30% are linked to extreme right-wing groups. 
~ UK is not limited to one ideology and highlights the range of threats that police powers and legislations are designed to address. 

· Radicalisation: 
~ People hold increasingly extreme views or beliefs that support terrorist groups or activities. The most common types are extreme right-wing terrorism and Islamist terrorism (SAB, 2025). 
~ One of the core concepts from the Prevent strategy (Home Office, 2015). 
~ Radicalisation can harm communities and human rights, and there’s little proof it reduces political violence. It might even make things worse by creating fear and mistrust in society (Davis, 2018). 

· Purpose of Prevent: safeguard and support people, also supports the rehabilitation and disengagement of those involved in terrorism (Kirklees Council, 2025).
· Purpose of Pursue: Counter Terrorism Police (CTP) work closely with MI5 and other agencies to develop intelligence and work with CPS to put compelling evidence before court (Spelthorne, 2023). 
· Some ethnic minority communities feel discriminated against by the criminal justice system (Awan, 2012). 
~ This can undermine trust in programmes like Prevent.
~ Shows radicalisation and safeguarding must consider community perceptions and fairness. 
~ Strategies such as Prevent have had a negative impact upon Muslim relationships with the police (Awan, 2012). 

· Community partnerships and safeguarding:
~ Prevent duty requires education, health, local authorities, police and criminal justice agencies to help prevent the risk of people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism (Home Office, 2024).
~ Delivered by local authority teams, local policing teams, community organisations and charities (Home Office, 2024). Preventing terrorism is a shared responsibility. 
~ Provides training for educators, healthcare staff and other frontline staff to help them understand and protect people in their care (Home Office, 2024). 
~ Protects vulnerable people from being drawn into extremism 

· Case Study: Manchester Arena bombing
~ May 22nd 2017 – Manchester.
~ Suicide bomber: Salman Abedi (BBC, 2023). 
~ 23rd May: Abedi detained. Over the following 9 days, 21 further arrests were made with a number of raids, evacuations, and controlled explosions carried out at locations across Manchester – 22 released without charge. 
~ Atack planning occurred over at least 5 months – gradual radicalisation and preparation.
~ From a young age had close family links to significant extremist figures in their community (Benedek and Simon, 2020).
~ Influenced by family, community, and international extremist networks – not just individual choices. Radicalisation is multi-layered.
~ Killed 22 people (including children), over 100 were physically injured, many more suffered psychological and emotional trauma (Kerslake, 2018).

· Intelligence-led policing (case study):
~ Officers identified bomber soon after the attack – CCTV recorded his movements around the area where the explosion happened. 
~ MI5 received intelligence on Abedi when he returned from Libya – four days before the attack.
~ 2014: Subject of interest to MI5 but was deemed low-risk and the case had closed [ evidence was not made public ]  (Radde, 2023). 
~ Many were left “extremely disappointed”, more than 300 people affected had sued the Security Service – took 6 years for the failings to be revealed (Halliday, 2024). 

· Connection to legislation 
~ 441 arrests for terrorism in the year ending 31 March 2018 - 23 arrests in connection with the Manchester Arena attack (Flatley, 2018).
[ Shows the usage of terrorism ]
~ Martyn’s Law 2025. Officially called the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act  –  Martyn Hett was a victim of the attack, aims to make sure that public places (arenas, shopping centres, and stadiums) have the right level of security to keep others safe.
~ Martyn’s Law 2025 allows venues to understand the threat of terrorism, reduce risk, train all staff and prepare for emergency situations (Solihull Council, 2025). 
~ Terrorism Act 2000 – Met Police carried out 768 stop and searches  in the year ending 31 March 2018 (Flatley, 2018). 
[ Police powers being used more, data suggest gaps – released without charge? ] 
~ Not directly connected but the Counter Terrorism and Border Security Act came out in 2019 – enables police to intervene at an earlier stage in investigations, ensures sentences properly reflect the seriousness of terrorism offences, and strengthen police ability to manage terrorist offenders (Home Office, 2018). 

· Police and Government response
~ Major Incident Plan has been reviewed, simplified and improved – officers are better trained, including those in key command roles. 
~ Working closely with other agencies, with programmes of joint exercising and testing so British Transport Police (BTP) are better prepared (D’Orsi, 2022). 
~ 23rd May, 2017: Threat level had been raised to the highest level  ‘critical’, and remained critical until 27th May, when it was reduced to ‘severe’ (Manchester City Council, 2017). 
~ Operational response took place to support those affected.
~ Counter Terrorism Operation commenced investigations (Manchester City Council, 2017). 


· Critical Discussion
Strengths:
~ Counter Terrorism Laws give police strong powers to prevent and investigate attacks.
~ Prevent and community safeguarding can help identify signs of radicalisation.
~ Policies such as Martyn’s Law show learning from past failures and focusing on protecting the public. 
~ Police practices have improved: learned lessons and taking steps to make counter terrorism more effective. 

Weaknesses:
~ Prevent is often criticised for stigmatising Muslim communities and damaging trust. 
~ The use of stop and search under the Terrorism Act 2000 can be seen as ineffective and discriminatory if most are released without charge.
~ Intelligence failings before the Manchester attack highlight gaps in communication.


Conclusion (200 words)
· Summarise findings 
~ Counter Terrorism legislation provides strong legal framework.
~ Prevent, pursue and community safeguarding aim to stop radicalisation and protect vulnerable people. 
~ Intelligence led-policing help manage and investigate threats (CCTV). 
· Reflect on the impact
~ Laws have improved emergency preparedness.
~ Prevent face criticism for community trust and fairness – limits of policy effectiveness.
· What has worked, what has not worked?
~ Use of intelligence after attacks, operational improvements and new legislations – However, gaps with intelligence before the attack, overuse of stop and search, challenges in building trust with ethnic minority communities. 
· What does the Manchester case reveal about these challenges 
~ Highlighted the need for better training, planning, and operational readiness. 
~ Preventing terrorism requires all agencies working together – communication is key. 
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