Police are just one part of a broader system responsible for protecting vulnerable people. Investigate if vulnerable people have enough support when they encounter exchanges with the police. 
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The term vulnerability can be explained in a variety of different ways however the police define vulnerability as “A person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation”, (Gov.UK, 2023). After research the reader will understand that this means a person is vulnerable because they need special care, support or protection because of age, disability, and if the person is at risk of neglect. Most vulnerable people would have experienced an adverse childhood experience ,most commonly known as ACE’s. “Adverse Childhood Experiences ( ACEs) are stressful experiences occurring during childhood that directly harm a child (e.g. sexual or physical abuse) or affect the environment in which they live (e.g. growing up in a house with domestic violence)” (Bellis et al, 2016). (CDC.gov, 2021), tells the reader that 1 in 6 adults have experienced an adverse childhood experience, 5 out the top 10 leading causes of death are caused by them and also preventing adverse childhood experiences will decrease depression in adults by forty four percent. The college of policing (2023) tells the reader about the national vulnerability action plan and this is put into place to help partner agencies work together better and more effectively. The action plan helps people to understand the situational factors, for example, the presence of an abuser, adverse childhood experiences, lack of support which could also be a language barrier and lack of power. However, on the other hand helps partner agencies understand personal factors that might make someone vulnerable for example, age, sexual orientation, disability, religion, mental health and sexuailty. 
The police in the UK police through consent and it is important to look at the interactions with vulnerable people in many different ways. And from this report it suggests that twenty percent of police matters are dealing with a vulnerable adult which proves that the police are a very important national drivers for providing a professional and ethical service to help vulnerable people. The police's main drive in this is to escalate the situation of the vulnerable adult it is and help to provide support and look after the well being of the person in crisis (Home Office, 2023). Following on from this the main focus of the police service in England and Wales is to help, protect and reassure the community. This suggests that the police work hard to ensure the well being of everyone is protected which means that the police provide a service to help and protect a person who is suffering and is in a vulnerable state of mind. This again proves that the police are one of the main drivers in providing a service for vulnerable people but due to the code of ethics that they follow this is done in a professional and ethical manner (Police Foundation, 1996).
There is many different ways a person can be vulnerable and this can be due to trauma or because they have a learning disability or are just too young to understand, however personal vulnerability is defined as the results from an individual's characteristics, identity or status, this then has a negative impact on the person and they come suspect to vulnerability and the chances of them becoming a victim increases. For example this is the mental or physical state of a person which is a part of them and something that they have to deal with and unfortunately makes them vulnerable ( Innes, 2013). The personal aspect of trauma is something that most people will deal with in their lives and this can be the death of a loved one or becoming a victim of a very serious crime, however it is important to understand that everyone deals with trauma differently and it will affect people's mental health differently, some people will be able to deal with it and get help however for a vulnerable child or adult, trauma is something that they find very hard to deal with which is why the police deal with so many vulnerable people ( Mind, 2020).
Many different factors lead to a vulnerable person resulting in self harm as due to the lack of understanding something that you feel is little could have a huge impact and cause big implications for a vulnerable person. For example, for a vulnerable person having financial implications for a vulnerable person can be very scary, these types of factors are called extrinsic factors and they are an outside implication for someone who is vulnerable. This is a factor that can have a negative impact on someone who has been dealing with their emotions and this one set back causes a lot of stress, however this factor can cause someone to become vulnerable (Wessier-Lohmann, 2012). Another and probably the most serious extrinsic factor for a vulnerable child is the lack of education or a poor education. Jopling and Vincent (2016) suggest that one of the most important way to help a vulnerable person is to educate them, and give them opportunities, especially as a child due to the fact that a vulnerable child might come from a rough background and the better educated they are the more opportunities they can experiences and overall experience life and social skills, this will help them as they grow up.   
In the situation of the police responding to vulnerability there is always the question of whether the vulnerable person is a victim or not and after doing research it could be suggested that people become victims due to many different factors, however the victim precipitation theory. This is when a person is singled out by a criminal due to their ethnicity, race, gender, sexual orientation or because they have a disability. This affects vulnerable people because of the criminal targeting them for the sole reason based on appearance or disability which has a huge negative effect on the person (Grand Canyon University, 2019). Another theory and concept on how a person becomes a victim is lifestyle theory, this is more of a theory that homeless people will experience when living on the street, this makes them vulnerable to being in high risk areas for example sleeping on the street you are more likely to be involved with criminal and risky behaviour, you are also likely to be a victim of drunk or alcohol abuse in this situation which means you could be pretty vulnerable more so under the influence. This makes it hard for the police to protect and help this community as they are constantly in high risk areas (Guerrero, 2023). 
According to Gov.Uk (2023) they suggest that  “risk factors can increase the likelihood that a person may become vulnerable, however they may be a contributing factor and not necessarily a direct cause. Risk factors are not determinative and not everyone who is identified as at risk becomes vulnerable.” This suggests that not everyone is vulnerable due to a risk factor; it could be something that is to do with a person's mental health instead of a factor that could make things worse. These factors can have a huge impact on a development on a young vulnerable person. On the other hand if a risk factor does have an affect on a person it could have a major impact on their day to day life for example if an incident occurs the person could use drugs and alcohol as a coping mechanism which just leads to drug and alcohol abuse and pushes them down a spiral, this can then lead to poverty or unhealthy living spaces which can then cause a person to isolate themselves from friends and family. The self esteem of the victim will also be affected which leads to the vulnerable person being isolated and making the wrong choices as they might not want to talk which gives the police a hard job to protect and help the person (Public safety Canada, 2015).
The importance of the police supporting vulnerable people appropriately is huge, when the police are called to an incident which involves a vulnerable person the main thing they need to ensure is that the victim is comfortable so for the majority of cases the police do their best to divert the victim away from custody, as this keeps the victim in a calm state as if they are taken to custody it could trigger something and make them even more vulnerable and scared. If the police keep them away from custody they can try and find a better way of understanding what is going on in that victim's life (HMIC, 2015). Leading on from this the police should do everything in their power to help understand a vulnerable person in order to help them out in the best way possible, the police use an acronym called THRIVE to help understand. The College of Policing suggests that thrive consists of threat, harm risk, investigation, vulnerability and engagement. This approach states their is four steps to approach this these consist of; Identify an individual’s vulnerability or vulnerabilities, understand how these vulnerabilities interact with the situation to create harm or risk of harm, assess the level of harm or risk of harm, take appropriate and proportionate action if required, involving partners where they have the relevant skills and resources
Officers and staff in the police should be able to spot the clue which points to a vulnerability related task, these include exploitation and abuse however these people may be closed off and not open to talking about the fact that they are vulnerable due to the situation making them feel uncomfortable. There are many reasons they might not want to disclose however the main ones could be the fear and embarrassment of being vulnerable or they have someone that is dependent on them and some people may feel as though they are to blame and blame themselves (College of Policing, 2021). Another consideration the police need to make when they go to call is how they are going to speak to the vulnerable person to make sure they are as comfortable as possible. This can be done by practising empathy, as the police respond to many calls and eventually become emotionless to what they are dealing with, the police can also set expectations for the call for example let the victim know how long you are going to be to keep them comfortable and form that barrier of trust. Being an active listener in this type of situation really calms the victim down and helps them form that comfort and trust between the officer and the vulnerable person (PCP, 2021). 

A vulnerable person may be very scared and uncomfortable with the police when they respond to an incident due to some people thinking that the police are only there to arrest you when you're in trouble over protecting you. The Care Act 2014 is an Act and procedure which is put into place to protect vulnerable people and according to (Gov.Uk, 2014) the definition of this Act is “ The general duty of a local authority, in exercising a function under this Part in the case of an individual, is to promote that individual’s well-being”.  The Greater Manchester Police (2020) suggests the these incidents when responding to a vulnerable person are always completely different due to the nature of the event and everyone having different triggers. This means the police and other agencies that respond must act according to procedure but also according to the event. Some people may need more reassurance and other victims might need guidance, other agencies will assist the police when dealing with vulnerable people because they are better suited and trained. Other agencies include the social services as they have most likely been in contact with the victim previously due to their vulnerable state. 
There are reasons for vulnerability in children and its impact on crime in the United Kingdom, lots of research has been done to try and figure out the reason for this and it is found that if a child is vulnerable due to parents, or friends being involved with crime that these children are more likely to commit a crime which is only a trivial offence, however the more frequent this becomes the impact and seriousness of the crimes that these people commit when they are older increase. This type of theory is called the early onset of offending ( Farrington, Delphine and Theobald, 2014). Beckley, Amber et al (2016) did a study on people who experienced early onset offending and their link to crime later on in life in their adolescent years. It was found that the men who suffered from onset offending were fourteen percent of male and thirty one percent of these were convicted males, however this only accounted for fifteen percent of these. From this information it is concluded that early onset offending is pretty frequent in crime around England and Wales. This proves that behaviour as a child subconsciously stays with you when you grow up and has a direct link to criminals and offending. 
The police have a hard time trying to have an impact and reduce the number of criminal offences caused by vulnerable people who have been groomed and pushed into crime. Gov.Uk (2023) suggests that the police use two different methods when it comes to youths. The police will try and prevent children becoming involved with crime and this includes the police encouraging attendance at school or meeting needs that are not met at home. Diversion is when the police divert a child's attention away from crime and help to address any underlying issues which are linked to criminal behaviour. This follows on with the police needing to understand and help vulnerable;e children who have fallen into crime due to trauma. Beyond youth custody 2014 implies that when a child experiences a trauma at a young age it will be carried with them throughout their life if it is not addressed properly, due to this being the case the police need to put in the work to build relationships with these vulnerable children to form trust which positively impacts the number of crimes caused by youths. 
As managing vulnerable people is a very difficult process and dealing with it comes with a whirlwind of emotions, this is why the police work with multi agencies to have the best outcome, which is that approaching someone who is suffering a risk assessment/management is always necessary. A risk management between agencies looks at the victims physical health, mental health, emotional intelligence and social circumstances and this does not just protect the vulnerable person it also protects the police and other agencies and gives a baseline on who will be the most effective to respond. (LLR, 2014). The College of Policing (2017) reviewed all of the different approaches used by the police when they are responding to vulnerable people and you learn that by 2025 the police want to have an ‘improved understanding of vulnerability, both in physical and virtual locations, as a means of improving and differentiating service and protection’ tis hopefully means that better and more effective help will be given to people who need it most.

Unfortunately even with the police doing everything they can to prevent and divert children becoming involved in crime a lot of gangs take advantage of these young people which causes them to be vulnerable, large groups of teenagers will take the age and maturity of young boys to their advantage and force them into gang culture, unfortunately this means this child is going to participate in crime from a young age and become groomed. This leaves the vulnerable child at risk harming themselves, others or the community ( Procedures online, 2020).  Focusing on how the police help vulnerable people reduce the risk of becoming involved in crime, especially gang related crime similar to burglary, the police will be more active around the community and will effectively act as a neighbourhood watch for the children in the gang.  The presence of the police will keep the gangf culture off the streets however has the power to just push it over into other communities which could then lead to county lines an even bigger problem (College of Policing, 2023). 
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