Henry Viii is often seen as a negative character within British history especially in regard to his treatment of women. Some historians argue that Henry was actually romantic and married some of his wives for love. But what is the truth? Let's examine each queen and Henrys reason for marriage to each one. 
Catherine of Aragon married Henry VIII in 1509 but for several years it was a dubious situation. She was originally meant to marry Henry's brother, Arthur. However, Arthur passed away shortly after their wedding. Due to Arthurs death, Catherine wouldn’t necessarily be granted the title of queen even if Henry married her. This caused Ferdinand II (Catherine’s father) to refuse to pay the dowry, because the Spanish kingdom were no longer going to receive their intended benefit of the power and influence within the UK. Adding in the death of Catherine’s mother and her older sister Joanna inheriting Castile meant that Catherine’s ‘Value’ in terms of power and influence had dissipated. This shows us how Henry’s marriage to Catherine was very much one of power and influence, as these issues were eventually resolved, and the marriage took place when Henry came of age. 
Henry’s next wife, Anne Boleyn, could say her marriage was one of love.  Anglicanism, specifically the church of England was created due to the pope refusing to annul Henry’s wedding to Catherine of Aragon. Instead of accepting the pope’s response Henry caused the reformation. He created a new church and broke away from strict Catholicism. Some historians would argue that the power Henry received from becoming the supreme head of the church far outweighed his love for Anne. The Church of England even view the monarch as the “highest power” (1), believing that it is the monarch's divine right to rule the country. 
Henry’s third wife is often referred to as his most successful marriage. Jane gave birth to Edward VI, Henry’s only viable male heir. Many historians see this as something Herny viewed very positively. Sadly, Jane died days after giving birth. Henry reportedly wore black for several months after Jane’s death and even requested to be buried next to her in Windsor castle. This was also his longest gap between marriages as he waited 3 more years before he married again.  
In 1940 he married Anna of Cleves. Henry was desperate for another heir, he himself had only become heir because of the death of his older brother, so he set out to find another bride. Anna, famously known for her Holbein portrait, was in charge of the Duchy of Cleves. A state that was catholic, but open to religious reform, this is why Henry chose her. There were plans for Cleves to see more religious reform under the guidance of the Church of England. Some also say that Henry did love Anna, but in a brotherly sense. She was often referred to as the kings “sister” and was looked after by Henry (and his estate after his death) until she died.  
Henry’s fifth wife, Catherine Howard, was not so lucky when it came to her marriage. Henry met Catherine when she was a lady in waiting for his wife Anna of Cleves. The marriage didn’t last long as she was executed just three months later when found to be unfaithful with Henry, having a relationship with one of Henry’s courtiers, Thomas Culpeper. Though often described as untrue, some historians point out the language used in her final letter to Culpeper “Master Culpeper....Yours as long as life endures, Katheryn” (2) identifies Thomas as someone she enjoyed spending time with.  
Katherine Parr, the sixth and final wife is the most difficult to categorize. Henry needed a custodian; someone he could entrust his children to. He also needed someone who would adhere to his religion whilst he was dying. Katherine parr was well known as a religious person. It is believed by many historians she only married Henry due to a feeling of duty to God, even comparing her duty of marrying Henry to that of serving the lord “I make like account with your majesty as I do with God "(3). 
 
Overall, it is easy to see why power was so important to Henry, but many would believe that love and companionship were more important to him. Especially in his later years.  
We will never truly know the effect each wife had on him as there are many accounts of henry and his wives “nearly all of which has a political or religious bias,” (4), even primary sources are often distorted to the historians opinion.  

