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The main weakness of the primary source and how these affect your argument in 250 words.

Essay: Preservation and Conservation of photography in archival collections 
From the 20th to the 21st century


This article, written by Ann Fenech (2013), concentrates on traditional photography and the life-expectancy of chromogenic prints in archival collections. (Fenech, 2013, p. 108). 

Assessment workshops established the level of degradation of a print, which determined the extent of the photograph’s deterioration (Fenech, 2013, p. 108-09). The paper concentrates on the life expectancy of chromogenic prints in archival collections. Fenech concluded that the information value, relating to colour fading and image detail are of prime importance in archives to determine preservation (Fenech, 2013, p.108-109). This is a weakness as other values in archive management can be of greater significance depending on the purpose the print is being archived. These could be the aesthetic, historical, social or economic value of the print (Fenech, 2013, p.108).  Fenech mentions light as an important element in preservation (Fenech, 2013, p.109). However, during the workshop activities to determine the most important value light was not taken into consideration. Only environmental conditions of temperature, relative humidity and acetic acid were used (Fenech, 2013, p. 109). Furthermore, Fenech did not specify if the images that were selected to be assessed were handled before. Interference with the storage can impact the final outcome. Hence, one may need to take these factors into consideration before coming to a final conclusion. 

To conclude, other primary sources need to be examined to further establish the preservation and conservation of a chromogenic print using more than just the utility value. In addition, digitised chromogenic prints also need to be investigated.  
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