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Dissertation Plan
· Title
· The analysis and classification of the fighting styles and combat shown within the Homeric epics of The Odyssey and The Iliad. 
· Abstract
· Within this dissertation we shall be analysing and examining the combat styles shown to us within the combat scenes portrayed in the Homeric epics of the Odyssey and The Iliad, from this we shall than use modern scholarship and ancient sources to draw definite definitions of the requirements for three categories that the combat styles shall then be placed in, these categories are, realistic combat, hyper – realistic combat and completely fantastical combat. From there we shall use the epic of Virgil the Aeneid to examine the differences between Greek and Roman combat as well as using this epic as a Roman commentary on the fighting styles of the Greek.
· Section 1 – Introduction
· The introduction of the dissertation piece shall mainly be a quick explanation as to the overall aim of the piece.
· AIM – to allow for the initial statement of the main argument used, which is that of the combat styles and scenes shown within the Homeric epics and Virgil’s epic can be sorted and classified into three distinct categories of fantastical, hyper-realistic and completely realistic.
· Give a brief overview of the ancient sources and modern scholarship that shall be used in this dissertation piece. Touch upon the three categories that shall be used throughout the entire dissertation piece.
· Section 2 – Chapter 1
·  AIM – to analyse and explain the variety in combat shown within the Homeric epics, and to give an initial view on the types of fighting styles in the combat scenes.
· The Homeric epics give a consistency of writing styles between them as they are both written by homer, therefore this allows us to be able to draw better comparisons between the combat shown in each, as within the Odyssey the combat is of a small group or of the hero Odysseus as he is returning home to Ithaca whereas the combat shown within Homer’s Iliad is of larger group conflicts or of the main hero Achilles’ fighting style during the Trojan war, the differences between these two sets of parameters can be useful in classifying the combat styles  later on into the three categories that have been established. 
· Brief analysis and explanation of the three aforementioned categories that shall be used for the classification of the combat styles and scenes within the epics that er being used.
· Section 3 – Chapter 2
· AIM – to examine and analyse the combat styles and scenes presented within the Iliad and to then classify them within the boundaries set for the three classifications of fantastical combat, hyper – realistic combat and completely realistic combat, using modern scholarship and ancient sources as references for the realistic combat classification.
· Using the works of ‘Hans Van Wees’ and other modern scholarship writers we can correctly ascertain the requirements for the realistic combat category and then by using this classification as a baseline the other two categories can be defined with more ease. This will allow for an easier and quicker use of the categorisation system that is being implemented.
· Section 4 – Chapter 3
· AIM – to examine and correctly classify within the set parameters the combat styles and scenes shown to us throughout the Homeric epic of The Odyssey, as well as examining the combat scenes and combat styles presented within the Homeric epic of The Odyssey and drawing comparisons between themselves and that of the combat scenes and styles presented within the Homeric epic of the Iliad
· Whilst still using the work of ‘Hans Van Wees’ as well as using the ancient sources of ‘Herodotus’ and ‘Xenophon’ as well as ‘Thucydides’ we can draw stronger parallels between the combat styles and scenes of the Homeric epics, which will then allow us to be able to create a stronger definition of the classification requirements of our three categories.
· Section 5 – Chapter 4 
· AIM – To use the epic titled The Aeneid by Virgil as a Roman commentary on the fighting styles of the Greek as well as classifying the combat styles and combat scenes shown within the Aeneid into the defined parameters of the three categories.
· The Roman epic of the Aeneid shall hopefully allow us to draw comparisons between the combat show within and the combat styles and scenes shown within the Iliad and the Odyssey and present to us a Roman commentary on the fighting styles of the Greeks. This will become an easier task when using the modern scholarship works of ‘Hans van Wees’, ‘Michael Whitby’ and ‘Victor Hansen’. After these comparisons have been drawn we shall then proceed to categorise the combat scenes and styles shown within Virgil’s’ epic The Aeneid within the already defined parameters of the three pre-established categories.
· Section 6 – Conclusion 
· AIM – to show the final product of the categorisation process and explain the reasons and logic behind the decision.
· By using the ancient sources and modern scholarship that has been used throughout the dissertation piece that final parameters of the three set categories shall be defined and explained again, as well as our final argument from the comparisons of the Roman epic the Aeneid by Virgil to the Greek Homeric epics of The Odyssey and The Iliad. As well as rounding up and re iterating the result of using the Aeneid as a Roman commentary on Greek combat styles and types. 
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