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1.0 Executive Summary
The findings of this report are based on how the various skills and characteristics of academic writing will benefit a learner throughout higher education and their future profession. Some skills are then provided in practical examples where quantity surveyors can use them to their advantage when facing everyday problems or situations. Finally, the report concludes with a justification on why academic writing is a suitable choice despite the possible negative feedback it could receive. 

2.0 Findings
2.1 Why is Academic Writing Important?
Practicing academic writing skills in higher education through reports or other related material will be imperative as it plays a small contribution towards a learners success. In 2007, a study conducted by the American Society for Cell Biology discovered that writers had shown improvements in critical and analytical thinking skills compared to non-writers (American Society for Cell Biology, 2007).
 This in turn can help with making better decisions when solving complex problems that could potentially be faced with in the real-world. 
 Not only will the reader be captivated by your writing ability, but it also develops a level of professionalism that greatly assists anyone who enters their chosen field of study and more specifically construction related disciplines. 

2.2 What Skills are Associated with Academic Writing?
2.2.1 Improved Communication: Work that has been written in a convincing and structured manner may improve a learners ability to speak more confidently as they can use these same strategies when verbally communicating with other people. 

2.2.2 Reasoning and Critical Thinking: Learners who frequently practice writing will begin to develop logical thinking where they’ll be able to connect their own ideas to formulate effective solutions for potential problems. On the other hand, critical thinking allows learners to question whether the source material they have researched for is entirely accurate and if they will be able to understand what was written (Forage, 2022).

2.2.3 Writing for an Audience: Before starting a piece of written work such as a report, the three most important factors that must be taken into account is what will be its purpose, what will the reader be looking for and what will be the most effective approach to present that information to them. 

2.2.4 Language Development: To succeed in academic writing, all other types of language skills will need to be improved. Such skills consist of correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling, having a broad vocabulary by doing extensive reading, listening carefully and being able to understand information or instructions given to you. It is required to also speak up by answering questions or providing your opinions on subject matters. 

2.2.5 Research: Many forms of writing require a learner to gain in-depth knowledge on a subject in order to answer difficult questions they may have not initially understood. By carrying out research from a wide selection of sources, a learner will acquire a deeper understanding of a topic as it will be taught from different perspectives (ENGLIST, 2020).

2.3 The Characteristics of Achieving Great Academic Writing
2.3.1 Focused and Logical Writing: With any type of academic work, its vitally important to concentrate on one specific topic at a time by only including relevant or related information towards it without drifting off. Where ideas and views have been expressed to form a larger picture of an argument, it is important that the reader will be able to comprehend what the writer is trying to say. Therefore, the writing will need to make sense. 

2.3.2 Convincing and Captivating Writing: Where a writer believes that their academic work sounds compelling and has provided reasonable evidence to form arguments on subject matters. The reality is that the work could receive a mixture of positive or negative feedback as everyone will view it differently. The important lesson here is to make your writing as interesting as possible regardless of the topic being tedious in nature and for it to be convincing where the reader should agree with the points made. 

2.3.3 Providing Proof: It is advised that writers who make claims in their work should back them up with evidence from credible sources and be based on what is considered factual. Effective research can avoid sources that spread false information (ENGLIST, 2020).

2.4 How can Academic Writing Skills be Applied to the Role of a Quantity Surveyor?
 Where it was previously discussed in 2.2.1 that writing has been linked to more confident speaking. It is very important for a quantity surveyor to develop these skills as information will be constantly exchanged throughout all stages of a construction project whether it’ll be to clients, other professionals, or sub-contractors. 
A quantity surveyors ability to write effectively in reports can also result in complex terminology being simplified so it can be easily understood by everyone, providing in-depth project details that are strictly accurate and structuring information to a professional standard. 
In a scenario where an unforeseen problem has delayed the projects progression or forced it to a complete stop. A quantity surveyor who possesses a high level of logical thinking will be able to take control of the situation by providing quick and effective solutions to get the project back on track again. This is a crucial skill that must be practised as the majority of projects will have time constraints and limited budgets. 
Quantity surveyors will benefit from a broad selection of language skills as they regularly collaborate with other construction professionals during projects. This will enable them to confidently ask questions where necessary about the nature of the project while getting their points across to others (indeed, 2021).

3.0 Conclusion
Where it was previously mentioned in 2.1 that practicing academic writing only plays a small contribution towards the learners success. The remaining contribution will depend on the learners determination by voluntarily carrying out independent research to improve their language skill set and working on writing techniques.
 It could be argued that some view this as a difficult and time-consuming process when compared to other skills that require less time to perfect. While this could be agreed upon, the substantial amount of evidence throughout multiple studies proves that the effort will benefit the learner when entering any type of professional discipline. 
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