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Enkomi Today



Modern Cyprus-
A divided island 

• Modern Cyprus has experienced its share 
of political and cultural turmoil over last 
200 years.

• A colony of the Ottoman Empire, then 
under British Colonial Administration, 
independence, Nationalist movements 
and finally in 1974 Cyprus was invaded 
by Turkey which led to the divided 
political map we see today.

• Issue: Enkomi lies in Northern Cyprus 
which is currently under de facto control 
of the Turkish government. No 
archaeological surveys have been 
possible since 1974. The last excavator 
Dikaios completed his survey in 1969. 
Modern studies have to depend on old 
an often inaccurate archeological reports 
and museum collections which do not 
always provide context to the objects. 



Tombs 

• Approximately 180 Tombs excavated between 1896 until 1969. 

• Time period Middle Cypriot II (Ca.1850-1750 BC) to the Late Cypriot III (Ca. 1125/1100-1050 BC)

• A visible increase in material goods in the Late Cypriot period

• Tombs are located within settlement itself

• Types- Rock-cut chamber tombs (most common), ashlar-built, tholos, sjaft tombs, pit tombs and 
infant burials placed in pots (often placed beneath the floors of domestic spaces)- Keswani 2004: 
93-98.

• They represent a number of individuals likely from the same familial line over a number of 
generations

• Signs of secondary burial practices- often there were jumbled piles of individuals and 1-2 
individuals left in a complete state in situ with burial goods. 

• The Enkomi Tombs are representative of an elite urban class that was well connected to the 
internal economic and social life of Cyprus and of long distance trade where they acquired the 
majority of materials and finished good that you will see in the following slide.



Blingy Things 

Possible Diadem from Enkomi 1550-1050BC. British 

Museum 1897,0401.375

Diadem from Enkomi, 1550-1050 BC. 1897,0401.67

Gold Dress pin 
from Enkomi 1550-
1050 BC. British 
Museum 
1897,0401.197

Gold Dress pin 
with Faience 
bead 1550-
1050BC, 
Enkomi. British 
Museum 
1897,0401.105



More shiny things 

Gold ear-ring 1550-1050BC, 
Enkomi. British Museum 
1897,0401.563

Twisted Gold ear-ring, Enkomi 1550-
1050BC. British Museum 1897,0401.480

Gold Bull’s head pendant 
ear-ring, Enkomi 1550-
1050BC. British Museum 
1897,0401.237



And more pretty things

LCII (1400-1200BC) Silver Finger Ring-
Enkomi . British Museum 1898,1201.19 
finger-ring | British Museum

Bronze Stirrup-shaped or 
Egyptian(ising) oval bezel ring. 
Enkomi 1550-1200 BC British 
Museum 189
,0401.355 

1897,0401.355

Gold and cornelian bead 
necklace. Enkomi 1400-1200 
BC. British Museum 
1897,0401.604



Experience of Objects 

An attempt to understand a static or inert 
object and attempting to ‘bring it to life’ 
through theoretical interpretation in order to 
gain an understanding of its lived context.

Thinking about how it would have been used in 
its original context

The impact it object which considers the 
materials, craftsmanship, style and motifs and 
the way it was used, displayed and eventually 
deposited in the tomb, had on the personal 
who owned and displayed the object

The impact this had on personal and collective 
identity

I will be considering a number of perspectives- I 
have not settled on one interpretation yet as 
more detailed research is required 

Gold finger-ring with faience inlay. Enkomi 1450-
1200BC. British Museum 1897,0401.547



My current Research

• Research question
Are objects agents of civilization? The role of exotic high-status materials and objects in the 
Late Cypriot period; An exploration of materiality and identity in the context of Late Bronze 
Age ‘globalism’ in the east Mediterranean.

My research will examine Late Bronze Age Cypriot collections held primarily in the British Museum, and 
using current anthropological, sociological, and archaeological theory to extrapolate the importance of long-
distance trade, symbolic communication of the wealthy elite in life and in death.

I will also inquire into the lived experiences of people living in a dynamic transforming globalised system of 
the east Mediterranean through the lens of the Cypriot mortuary evidence from this period. Fundamentally 
this is a study of the dynamics of cultural formation, communication networks and methods of symbolic 
communication through the human body and the materials that humans utilise and craft to achieve this.



https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/1300838_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Human%20material%20entanglement%20new%20mindmap.docx?web=1


Thinking about a social life of objects 

Viewing objects in a museum

What impressions and feelings does 
this generate

Does the presentation of objects 
affect the reception of the object? 

How can theory help to 
inform us in order to bring 
objects back to life and how 
they were used and 
interacted with

Can we provide a broader 
sense of the object in its 
original context?

This leads me to consider are 
objects static or inert or as 
Alfred Gell and Jane Bennet 
(among many) consider 
objects to have their own 
agentive power. 

Ivory game 
box-Enkomi 
ca.1250-
1150BC. 
British 
Museum 
1897,0401.99
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Conclusion 

The Enkomi Tombs represent the majority of the surviving material goods of 
the urban elite at Cyprus and can provide us with a snapshot of the social 
life and dynamics of life during the late Cypriot Period.

Interpreting these objects through a theoretical lense allows us to think 
about the original contexts of these materials and the people who wore, 
displayed, used and consumed them- they were an integral part of the elite 
social identity and cultural life.

Exotic materials and finished goods derived around the East Mediterranean 
as a result of the copper and ceramic trade- this expanded opportunity for 
interaction and exchange of ideas, goods, materials, art, people, and skills. 
This led to the transformation of Enkomi during the Late Cypriot period as 
part of the globalised network of the East Mediterranean stretching from 
the Near East to the Aegean



Thoughts?



Further reading and some useful links 

• The Digitisation of the Artefacts of the Enkomi Tombs, Cyprus Museum Digitisation Project http://www.enkomicm.org/digitisation-artefacts-enkomi-tombs

• The British Museum Cyprus Collection (Search set to LBA Enkomi) 
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/search?keyword=Enkomi&view=grid&sort=object_name__asc&page=3#page-top

• Bennett, J. (2010). Vibrant matter A political ecology of things.  Duke University press Durham and London. 

• Bourdieu, P. (1993). The Field of Cultural Production. Essays on Art and Literature edited by Randal Johnson. Blackwell Publishing Ltd, Oxford. 

• Gell, A. (1998). Art and Agency. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

• Gell, A. (1999). ‘The Art of Anthropology: Essays and Diagrams (LSE Monographs on Social Anthropology,’ Berg Publishers. 

• Giumlia-Mair, A. (2012). The Enkomi cup: niello versus kuwano. V. Kassianidou and G.Papasavvas (eds) in Eastern Mediterranean Metallurgy and Metalwork in the 
Second Millennium BC. A conference in honour of James D. Muhly. Nicosia, 10th-11th October 2009. Oxbow Books, 

• Goransson, K. (2012). The Swedish Cyprus Expedition. The Cyprus Collection in Stockholm and the Swedish Cyprus Expeditions and the SCE, Cahiers du Centre 
d’Etudes Chypriotes 42, 2012, pp.399-421. (1) (PDF) 'The Swedish Cyprus Expedition. The Cyprus Collections in Stockholm and the Swedish Excavations after the 
SCE', Cahiers du Centre d'Études Chypriotes 42, 2012, pp. 399-421. | Kristian Göransson - Academia.edu

• Goring, E. (1996). Jewellery from an intact tomb: evidence from Late Bronze Age Cyprus. Discussion of the jewellery from an undisturbed Late Cypriot Tomb at 
Kalavasos-Ayios Dimitrios. In ‘Ancient Jewellery and Archaeology’, Calinescu, A (ed). Indiana University Art Museum, 1996,26-34.

http://www.enkomicm.org/digitisation-artefacts-enkomi-tombs
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/search?keyword=Enkomi&view=grid&sort=object_name__asc&page=3#page-top


More reading 

• Crewe, L. 2007a Early Enkomi: Regionalism, Trade and Society at the Beginning to the Late Bronze Age on Cyprus. BAR International Series 
1706. Oxford: Archaeopress.

• Crewe, L. 2009.Feasting with the dead. Tomb 66 at Enkomi. In T. Kiely (ed.) Ancient Cyprus in the British Museum: Studies in Honour of 
Veronica Tatton-Brown, 27-48. London: The British Museum.

• Connerton, P. (1989). How Societies Remember. Cambridge University Press. Cambridge.

• Feldman, M. (2006). Diplomacy by Design. Luxury Arts and an “International Style” in the Ancient Near East, 1400-1200BCE. The University 
of Chicago Press, Ltd. London, Chicago. 

• Graziadio, G, and  Pezzi, E. (2009). The Late Bronze Age tombs at Enkomi: shaping a methodology for analysing funerary furniture. In 
Research in Cypriot History and Archaeology. Proceedings of the Meeting held in Florence April 29-30th 2009. Editors A.M. Jasink and L. 
Bombarderi. pp 19-30

• Govier, E, and Steel, L. (2021). Beyond the ‘thingification’ of worlds: Archaeology and the New Materialisms. In Journal of Material Culture. 
June 2021. doi:10.1177/13591835211025559

• Hamilakis, Y. (1998). Eating the Dead: Mortuary Feasting and the Politics of Memory in the Aegean bronze age societies, from Branigan, K.
(1998). Cemetery and society in the Aegean bronze age. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, pp 115-132.

• Helms, M. (1993). Craft and the Kingly Idea. Art Trade, and Power. University of Texas Press. Austin. 



Continued 

• Keswani, P.S (2004). Mortuary Ritual and Society in Bronze Age Cyprus. Monographs in Mediterranean Archaeology. Equinox Publishing Ltd. London, Oakville.

• Keswani, P. S. (2012). Mortuary practices and Burial cults in Cyprus from the Bronze Age through the Early Iron Age. British School of Athens Studies, Vol.20, Parallel 
Lives: Ancient Island societies in Crete and Cyprus (2012), pp.313-330.

• Knappett, C. (2006). Beyond Skin: Layering and Networking in Art and Archaeology. Cambridge Archaeological Journal: 16(02): 239-
251.DOI:10.1017/S095977430600014X 

• Latour, B. (2007). Reassembling the Social: An Introduction to Actor-Network-Theory (Clarendon Lectures in Management Studies). Oxford University press, USA.

• Malafouris, L. (2013). How things Shape the Mind: A theory of Material Engagement. MIT Press. USA.

• Murry, A.S, Smith, A.H, and Walters, H.B. (1900). Excavations in Cyprus. British Museum Press, London. https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/murray1900/0092 

• Steel, L. (2021). Inscribing bodies in Bronze Age Cyprus. N. Laneri (ed) in The Sacred Body. Materialising the divine through human remains in antiquity. Material 
Religion in Antiquity (MaReA) Volume 1. Pp,29-44

• Turner, T. (1980). “The Social Skin.” In Not work alone: A cross-cultural view of activities superfluous to survival. edited by Jeremy Cherfas and Roger Lewin, 112–
140. London: Temple Smith.


