
	
DRAFT A PLAN FOR YOUR LITERATURE REVIEW


	
1. TELL 
2. SELL 
3. REMIND


	
Your literature review will have good structure and read in a logical order if you decide what each paragraph is going to be about before you start writing  


	
If you attempt to do this, while you are writing you won’t need to waste time trying to think of what you should write next – it will all be in your plan


	
You won’t forget to include any important points because you jotted them all down in your plan before you started


	
Introduction: See notes on writing an introduction.  State your argument and how you are going to conduct your searches in your introduction, and then spend the rest of the literature review critiquing literature and presenting evidence 


	
Main body: This is where you critique the literature.  In so doing, consider your paragraph structure, where ideally, each paragraph critiques one main idea.  First and last sentences of paragraphs are important. First sentences should tell the reader something clear and specific about the point you are about to critique.  Last sentences should make the relevance of the point totally clear. Consider the following as a structure guide: 

A Topic Sentence. This tells the reader what the paragraph is going to be about. You only need to write down the gist of the topic sentence for each paragraph in your plan, then expand on this later.  This plan is to give your literature review structure so that you can see where you are going.

An explanation and critique of the point you’re making in this paragraph. This should make up the bulk of your paragraph. In your plan jot down what you are going to critique and how – listing relevant references

Justify and back up what you’ve said in that paragraph. Jot down what academic examples you are going to include at this point in your plan  

Why is this point Important? Relate each concept to, and explain why, this point is important to your literature review - What is the significance of this point to your topic?



Group similar ideas together rather than jumping around.

Each paragraph should link to the next using transition words or phrases – such as ‘alternatively;’ ‘consequently;’ ‘as a result’; ‘furthermore…’  [See Moodle]

Your paragraphs should be placed in a logical and consistent order. Play around with them until you get the best flow.  They should feel progressive rather than list-like.

Repeat this structure for paragraphs consisting of:

1st main point …

2nd main point…

3rd main point…

4th main point…

5th main point…

6th main point and so on……

Develop your argument point by point. Put forward the reasons that support the argument.



	
Conclusion:  See notes on writing your conclusion. Do not introduce any new information here.  Summarise the reasons that support your argument. Remind the reader what you have covered and how your critique of literature has answered the question


	



