Jericho Uzzell – 1702201 – John Rees
University of Wales Trinity Saint David
School of Engineering
Standard language for web-development
Academic Writing M4X01498
Jericho Uzzell
1702201
28/03/19[image: ]


Should there be one language for web-programming?
Why is there not a standard language to develop websites for everyone?
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Introduction
Why have we not made one language for all web-programmers to learn? This is a question that I had to ask myself, because there are many languages within web-development to choose from. With that said, it is not all that simple due to the different parts of web-development industry such as back-end and front-end which have different elements and challenges.	Comment by John Rees: Try to stick to third person passive in report writing
Main Body
What is there to know?
	There are a lot of languages to use for different parts of development, these languages have different uses. Each language within web-development can be split into two sections, one for front-end and the second for back-end and if we wanted to make a standard language, we would need to decide on what part of website development we want to target and to decide whether if all of the web (front and back-end) should be changed.
	The most popular language to use for back-end development would be Java [1.1]. Even with this, John Koestier states that “…35% of web traffic is handled by PHP…” [2] and in the same article stating that, “Facebook, Wikipedia, Yahoo and Photobucket are all built with PHP.” [2]. From this I can conclude that although PHP is not popular, sites with a mass magnitude of web traffic use PHP in some way. With this information, we can conclude that PHP is a fundamental language for websites even if Java is the most popular.	Comment by John Rees: 35% of web traffic is certainly popular!	Comment by John Rees: You probably need to discuss this in terms of operating system/language stacks rather then just languages, the most commonly discussed being LAMP (Linux, Apache, MySQL, PHP) and WAMP (Windows, Apache, MySQL, PHP).  The front end/back end requirements don’t lend themselves to an integrated language approach terribly well, and the underlying operating system and chosen web server are an equally important part of the mix.
According to this graph, it appears that PHP is being used less and less in recent years by web-developers. With this, in [image: ]my opinion it is a strong language because it is very simple to learn and is powerful.
Figure 1.2



Breaking it down
	Ultimately, there is no standard for a reason, one being in my opinion that it would be too complicated, it would take some time to learn the new code, the negatives could outweigh the positives which some might hesitate to switch and the other is freedom. Some languages do certain tasks better than others. One person will not like a certain language and another person would strive in it and with this said, some task in a certain language might take four weeks to develop and one week in another.	Comment by John Rees: Legacy	Comment by John Rees: Choice	Comment by John Rees: Suitability
Nowadays, more often the only people coding for websites are professionals or hobbyists. People who own/run websites may use a drag-and-drop feature to add or remove elements from their site, this speeds the person to develop their site as they can do it there and then instead of asking someone who coded the site to do it. Many sites offer a feature known as BBCode to also speed development for many sites such as blogs and shops – BBCode is mainly used as a basic style language where users can make font bigger, change colours and more. With this said a developer could make it so basic logic can be undertaken so certain users can see certain parts of the site.	Comment by John Rees: Reuse of standard components at the “drag and drop” level.  As software development matures, componentisation is a natural feature, allowing naïve users access to develop works with little knowledge of the underlying technology.
So, with all this said, would I agree to a standard language for website development? No – as previously stated, the fact that there are plenty of languages out there gives developers the freedom to make something for their application needs. Certain languages perform better at certain tasks and some might not be able to do certain tasks.
Conclusion
In conclusion, I think the question for making a standard language for web development for both front and back-end should remain as it is as there is no need for a standard language. Instead, I think we should embrace the languages we do have for development such as Java, Python and PHP and make languages such as BBCode more known to people and make sure developers incorporate it into their site where possible.
This will allow people who do not fully understand what they are doing, to do some basic development for their site without worrying how it truly works – making it so logic and styling are taken care of and this can be done by developers documenting their BBCode and adding tooltips for their Independent Development Environments (IDE) on their sites which would be a toolbar at the top of text areas.	Comment by John Rees: OK.  Decent commentary and some good points.


References
[1]
[1.1] P. Carbonnelle, “PYPL popularity of programming languages”, PYPL, 2019. [Online]. Available: http://pypl.github.io/PYPL.html, [Accessed April. 24, 2019]
[1.2] P. Carbonnelle, “PYPL popularity of programming languages”, PYPL, 2019. [Online]. Available: https://i.gyazo.com/664e8128aae13421580b2903a86cd02f.png, [Accessed April. 24, 2019]
[2] J. Koetsier Singular, “Exclusive: PHP, the web’s most popular programming language, is coming to mobile”, Venturebeat, Oct. 2, 2012. [Online]. Available: https://venturebeat.com/2012/10/02/php-andi-gutmans-future-mobile/, [Accessed April. 24, 2019]
image2.png
PYPL Popularity of Programming Language

0% ’——_—\__x\—\

1%

— Java
—PHP

2005 2010 2015




image1.jpg
Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





