ECEY7008                                                                                                          Student Number: 1001407 
Reflection on activity assessment 

Reflecting on my activity for ECEY7008 and choosing to incorporate storytelling into the assessment based around therapeutic play and the outdoors I felt engaging students (children aged eight to eleven) through the use of imaginative story telling using pebble art and the sounds of nature would add a unique approach to the children’s emotional responses that can be developed and enhanced from integrating the use of imaginative play in therapeutic practice. The aim of the session was to provide therapeutic play to children that had been identified as having experienced a form of ACE, this is done through team building, developing communication skills  collaborating and forming connections with the other children involved.
The task encourages the children to embrace the sounds of the outdoors that they hear to help create their stories. 
Each child was asked to pick a pebble numbered 1-10. The other side of the pebbles had a random picture associated with the outdoors to incorporate into their story. Taking into account the weather and limitations it could potentially bring to the activity I was aware that it may have to be undertaken indoors and had pre-recorded sounds of nature if being outdoors was not suitable. 
I feel this activity allowed the participants to embrace the sounds of nature and foster creativity and imagination skills using the story (Stick Man) as a example. The activity also encourages team work and active communication between the children when collaborating to come up with a story that utilised each child's pebble picture. This connectivity between each child was intended to promote and enable recognition of the benefits of positive attachments and relationships. 
I felt the activity was enjoyed by all, particularly when the creating their stories. This activity was designed to be child-led, with no right or wrong. Participants were able to be creative based on their own perspective and perception of what the picture pebble and the sounds heard meant to them. The weather was suitable for the activity and added to the immersive experience. The sounds of nature the children listened to where able to be in real time and not pre recorded which also enabled the children to be fully absorbed in the moment.
The limitations was the lack of time able to conduct the activity. This limited the amount of creative time given to fully explore the processes of storytelling collaboratively alongside the mindfulness involved in the sounds of nature listening experience and telling of the story. I did however condense the original Stick Man story due to the limited time. Overall I enjoyed participating in this assessment and partaking in other students activities. I feel it allowed me to not only explore elements of nature I hadn’t previously considered but also encouraged me to work together with others.
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