Internet Gambling Abstracts 8 April 2009 
Secularization and the Religious Audience: A Study of Mormons and Las Vegas Media 
Author: Daniel A. Stout a 
	Affiliation:   
	a Communications Department, Brigham Young University.


DOI: 10.1207/s15327825mcs0701_5 
Publication Frequency: 4 issues per year 
Published in: [image: journal]Mass Communication and Society, Volume 7, Issue 1 March 2004 , pages 61 - 75 
Subjects: Communication Studies; Mass Communication; Mass Media & Communication; Sociology of Media; 
Formats available: PDF (English) 
Article Requests: Order Reprints : Request Permissions 
Purchase Article: £16.00 plus VAT - buy now [image: buy now]add to cart [image: buy now][ show other buying options ] 

	purchase type 
	customer type
	online access
	payment method
	price

	Single Article Purchase 
	Any 
	3 days 
	credit card 
	£16.00 plus VAT 
	buy now [image: buy now] add to cart [image: add to cart] 

	Issue Purchase 
	Any 
	permanent 
	credit card 
	£79.20 plus VAT 
	buy now [image: buy now] add to cart [image: add to cart] 




· Sign In [image: Sign In]
· Online Sample [image: Online Sample]
	Abstract 
This study explores how an interpretive community of Mormons employs secularization defense strategies in the media environment of Las Vegas, Nevada. Focus groups, nonparticipant observations, and semistructured interviews reveal a psychological separation from media when messages cannot be physically avoided. Study participants also redefine their environment as faith-building rather than faith-damaging. This article explains how interpretive community can be built around shared strategies of media adjustment. 

	Not in my backyard PASH v. HPC: The clash between native Hawaiian gathering rights and western concepts of property in Hawaii.(Public Access Shoreline Hawaii, Hawai'i County Planning Commission) 
From: Environmental Law | Date: June 22, 1998| Author: Panarella, Samuel J. | COPYRIGHT 1998 Lewis & Clark Northwestern School of Law. This material is published under license from the publisher through the Gale Group, Farmington Hills, Michigan.  All inquiries regarding rights should be directed to the Gale Group. (Hide copyright information) Copyright information 


 Western property law in Hawaii exists in an uneasy truce with the original native gathering practices that existed before the arrival of Europeans. The Author traces the development of Hawaiian law, from the early cases that severely restricted gathering rights to the more permissive results in PASH v. HPC. The Author argues that this trend is a positive one, but that it must take place within the dominant fee simple land tenure system now in place in Hawaii.
I. INTRODUCTION 
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On gambling, Ohio Democrats are playing two hands: Brent Larkin
Posted by Brent Larkin/Plain Dealer Editorial Page Director March 20, 2009 04:25AM
Categories: Opinion, Real Time News
Four times, Ohio voters have slammed the door on casino gambling. Come November, the odds are overwhelming they'll make it five. 
Gov. Ted Strickland laid the groundwork for the almost inevitable defeat of this year's casino gambling scheme, telling The Plain Dealer's Reginald Fields that this plan is little or no better than the others before it. 
"Every proposal that has been brought forth, I think, has been designed to enrich the promoters and give a modest or, even in some cases, a meager share of resources to the state or individual localities," said the governor. 
[bookmark: more]Those words signaled the beginning of the end for the four-casino plan backed by Cavaliers owner Dan Gilbert and Penn National Gaming. The Pennsylvania-based company that now wants to own two of the casinos is the same one that spent tens of millions to beat last year's casino ballot issue, just because the company didn't have a piece of the action. 
This year's result could actually be closer than the typical 60 percent opposed and 40 percent in favor. But unless the backers dramatically increase the proposed 33 percent tax on revenue, voters will come to view this plan as just another cash grab. 
But even as Strickland was slamming the front door in the face of the latest gambling scheme, a move was under way to sneak another one through the back. 
House Speaker Armond Budish is weighing a plan that would put video lottery terminals -- which are little more than slot machines operated under the guise of the Ohio Lottery -- in each of the state's seven racetracks and in selected "parlors" across the state. 
The plan would save several thousand jobs at the endangered racetracks and might raise hundreds of millions of dollars annually for the state. 
That's the positive part. But the political risk involved is gigantic, because it requires the legislature and the governor sanctioning the largest expansion of gambling ever enacted without a vote of the people. 
Casinos at least generate some economic-development benefits. Putting slot machines in racetracks and building slot machine parlors will strike many as a seedy way to raise money that diminishes Ohio's reputation. And the idea will be vehemently opposed by the state's large newspapers. 
Budish declined to comment, but is working on the idea with State Rep. Lou Blessing, a Cincinnati Republican; and State Rep. Todd Book, a Scioto County Democrat. People in the governor's office are also aware of the discussions. 
Blessing could not be reached. Book said video lottery terminals are one of several options being explored, "given the tough economic times we're in." 
Strickland's position on gambling is a mixed bag. He opposed ballot issues for casino gambling in 2006 and 2008, and opposes this year's. During his 2006 campaign for governor, he said it would be "bad public policy" to expand gambling, but in 2008 he signed off on a plan to plug a budget deficit by putting state-run Keno games in bars. Revenue from the Keno machines has never come remotely close to meeting projections. 
What Budish is considering would be a bold, even dangerous, move. The state desperately needs more tax revenue, but this would end run the Ohio Constitution by putting the slot machines under the auspices of the lottery. If voters figure that out, Democratic control of the House could be short-lived. 
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Not in my backyard
May 23, 2006
Tuesday, May 23, 2006
The little town of Bethlehem isn't so hot about the prospect of a hometown casino, and the complaints are common to all towns fighting casinos -- increased crime, more traffic and the alteration of the community's character, reports The Morning Call of Allentown. "Opponents of a proposed casino in Bethlehem dominated a Monday hearing before the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board, saying the project would increase traffic and crime problems and disrupt the city's quaint charm. Wearing yellow 'No Bethlehem Casino' buttons and waving signs that said 'Bethlehem Resident Against Casino,' about 15 people asked the gaming board to reject a proposal by Sands Bethworks Gaming to build an $879 million casino and shopping complex on 126 acres of former Bethlehem Steel land in south Bethlehem."
'Bethlehem doesn't need a casino,' south Bethlehem resident Valeria-Nina Tatlow said. 'I beg of you, not in my name, not in my back yard, not in my town.'"
Dispatches from the east
Atlantic City is worried about what might happen when Pennsylvania's 14 casinos and tens of thousands of slot machines come on line, says the Philadelphia Inquirer. "Wall Street gambling analysts, who will make up a panel at the event, the East Coast Gaming Congress, have estimated that Atlantic City could lose 5 to 8 percent in annual slots revenue once all 14 slots parlors are up and running in Pennsylvania under legislation that passed in 2004. That's up to $30 million a year potentially at stake ... The response in Atlantic City has been to expand the market to include nongamblers, with such attractions as the Quarter, a retail, dining and entertainment complex at the Tropicana casino, and the similar Pier at Caesars, to open this summer. [Three] major companies with casinos in Atlantic City, Harrah's Entertainment Inc., Trump Entertainment Resorts Inc., and Boyd Gaming Corp., are all expanding."
Dispatches from the west
There won't be a casino in Canal Fulton, Ohio, after all. City council had flirted with the Eastern Shawnee tribe of Oklahoma, buying it a drink and asking for its sign, but in the end, council narrowly voted down the tribe's plan to build a casino in the town, which is northwest of Canton.
Odds and ends
Business officials and local politicians believe a Harrah's casino will help Chester, Pa. ... . A new casino opens in the Bahamas ... We've gone over this before, and we suppose we'll have to go over it again -- if you're going to gamble, please use your own money: "The former treasurer of a Minnesota nonprofit blames a gambling addiction for her theft of more than $250,000. Pa Paulette Vang, 34, of St. Paul, told investigators she used the money to gamble at Mystic Lake Casino." ... The Tribune-Democrat of Johnstown is running a series on gambling addiction, and it includes an eye-opening account from a woman named Kathy Bassett, whose son was arrested for stealing to support his gambling habit, whose mother filed for bankruptcy after losing her life savings to the slot machines, and whose brother committed suicide over his gambling debts ... "The Kansas Legislature, for the umpteenth year in a row, has failed to appropriate meaningful state funding for problem gambling outreach, public education and treatment," writes columnist Rick Alm.
... Finally, more on yesterday's report from Pittsburgh's planning office, which says Station Square is the best site in the city for a casino, as long as you don't throw traffic into the mix. Forest City Enterprises and Harrah's want to build a casino in Station Square, while Detroit businessman Don Barden wants a North Shore casino and Isle of Capri wants to build one in the Lower Hill.
First published on May 23, 2006 at 12:00 am

	Legislators from Gambling States challenged to follow Founders
NCAGE national spokesman and field director Tom Grey addressed the winter 2008 meeting of the National Council of Legislators from Gambling States.  Read the prepared speech

	Casino industry's top gun cries 'NIMBY!'

	[image: http://www.ncalg.org/images/Grey%20vs%20Fahrenkopf.jpg]
	NCAGE field coordinator Tom Grey (right) debated Frank Fahrenkopf in Cleveland just before the November 2006 elections. Fahrenkopf is CEO for the American Gaming Association, and thus stands as the leading national spokesman for commercial casinos. 
But would Fahrenkopf want one of his products in his own home town? Here’s his comment:

	"People have the right to go to the ballot box and determine what they want the quality of life to be in their own area. Now if someone were to come along and tell me that they were going to put a casino in McLean, Virginia, where I live, I would probably work very very hard against it. I just don’t -- what’s the old saying, ‘NIMBY, not in my back yard?’ Now I may be in favor of gaming, but I just don’t want it located in a particular area."  - - AGA CEO Frank Fahrenkopf in Cleveland, Ohio, Oct. 24, 2006
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Articles
[bookmark: title]Not in my backyard: Las Vegas residents protest casinos
William N. Thompson1   [image: Contact Information], R. Keith Schwer1, Richard Hoyt1 and Dolores Brosnan1
	[bookmark: Aff1](1) 
	The Center for Business and Economic Research, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 4505 Maryland Parkway, 89154-6002 Las Vegas, NV


[bookmark: Abs1]Abstract  Casino gambling is becoming increasingly attractive to jurisdictions facing severe fiscal crises. Evidence suggests that casinos bring jobs and increased government revenues. However, attitudes and concerns of local residents regarding the location of casinos in their community should be considered in decisions regarding casino legalization. This paper analyzes the importance of factors associated with the selection of homes by persons living in the Las Vegas metropolitan area. A random survey of 967 recent home purchasers was analyzed. Proximity to a casino is of some importance to home purchasers. As expected, purchasers of more expensive homes and those with children in the household were more concerned about casino locations than others. But casinos were not the only concern of purchasers. Crime, industrial plants, and potential nuclear waste route locations were of greater concern than casino proximity. On the other hand, casino locations were of greater concern than shopping centers and fast food restaurant locations.


Delaware Take Action
 
By Chad Hills, Anaylyst for Gambling Research and Policy
Delaware's Lottery and three racinos are pushing to legalize sports gambling, but sports and gambling don't mix.
Background: Delaware's Sports Gambling Bill (HB 190)
Delaware Representative Vincent introduced a bill (HB 190 - Sub. 1)  to legalize sports gambling at the state’s three race track casinos (racinos). This bill takes advantage of an exemption in the Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act (PASPA) granted to Delaware, Nevada, Oregon, and Montana to engage in sports betting. Montana and Delaware do not currently allow gambling on sports.
Delaware's sports gambling would be sponsored and promoted by the Delaware Lottery Office. The proceeds would be divided among three race track casinos and the state. In essence, the state of Delaware would be in the awkward position of promoting gambling on professional and amateur sports events to increase state revenues. But there's one significant exception ... 
 
NIMBY
The exception involves local Delaware colleges or universities, where sports bets would be illegal. So the Delaware Lottery could jeopardize the integrity of sports in other states, but not in Delaware. It's the "Not-in-my-backyard" (NIMBY) attitude of those who promote gambling expansion. Because casinos and racinos concentrate addiction, crime and bankruptcy in host and collar communities, they are not desirable additions to any community.
A 2006 Wall Street Journal article verified the "NIMBY" assertion, as they summarized research from the University of Massachusetts: "Landfills, casinos and power plants are the most unpopular types of development in the U.S., according to a recent survey conducted by the Center for Economic and Civic Opinion at the University of Massachusetts, Lowell." 
If this proposal sounds self-centered or self-serving, that's because it is. This is the nature of gambling and specifically of Delaware racinos; it also reflects the nature of Delaware's Lottery—self-preservation through expanded exploitation of Delaware citizens. Gambling is an equal-opportunity predator, not a whole lot different than the shameful pornography industry.
Whereas good policies support stable economic strategies that create profits while helping people and communities to flourish, Rep. Lofink's bill (HB 190) is bad policy. It destabilizes Delaware's overall economy while harming its people and jeopardizing the integrity of sports. Turning an addiction-based profit at the expense of people's lives is exploitation. Period. Take action before July 1, 2007, when Delaware's Legislative session ends, or it could be too late.  
Read HB 190 Full Text of Bill
"… Now if someone were to come along and tell me that they were going to put a casino in McLean, Virginia, where I live, I would probably work very very hard against it. I just don’t know—what’s the old saying, ‘NIMBY, not in my back yard?’" - Frank Fahrenkopf, CEO and President of the American Gaming Association, chief lobbyist for gambling expansion in the United States (1)
Take Action 
Governor Ruth Ann Minner vowed to veto HB 190 because of the harm done to children, but citizens still need to encourage her. Access the Childhood and Adolescent Gambling Fact Sheet, fax her a copy with your letter or use the facts as talking points if you call. Encourage Gov. Minner to veto HB 190.
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One of Gordon Brown's early initiatives as Prime Minister, designed to distance himself from the Blair years, was to kill off the plan for a super-casino. It was also made clear that the whole future of casinos in Britain would be placed under review. 
Any indication that the Government was at last seeing the moral flaws in the argument that a local economy can be revived by more gambling would, though, be deceptive. 
 
Related Articles
· G20 Sketch: Gordon Brown preaches his sermon
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From next month, the provisions of the new Gambling Act allow for an ever more accessible form of gaming in this country. 
Bookmakers will be able to stay open in the evenings all year round - at present they can do so only when there are evening race meetings in the summer. They will be able to keep fruit machines that can pay out a maximum of £500 instead of, at present, £35. And there will be strictly regulated advertising on television - after the 9pm watershed, and with great care taken to ensure the commercials do not suggest that gambling will inevitably enhance your sex life or your bank balance. 
However, all this adds considerably to the gambling culture in this country.
A report from the Royal College of Psychiatrists argues that deregulating advertising is exceptionally dangerous. The Royal College argues that advertising will inevitably lead to more gambling and that the nature of the recruitment of these new customers for the industry risks being exploitative. The caution it urges on the Government seems sensible, given the evidence the Royal College presents. 
Above all, it points out that fearsome health warnings on tobacco products and, more recently, on alcohol seem to be widely ignored: and health warnings connected with gambling will be likewise.
Like all vices, gambling is acceptable when done in moderation. The imminent deregulation will inevitably tempt many people to go beyond what is moderate. This will be good for bookmakers: it will be less so for the losers, their families and for the state whose resources then have to be used to plaster over the cracks. 
It is not too late for the Government to proceed in this matter with much more caution.
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