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Online Learning Environment – University of Wales Trinity Saint David
[bookmark: _Toc50143319]Introduction
In today's educational theory and practice, Virtual Learning Environments have materialized as an essential topic (Heirdsfield et al., 2011, p. 1). The VLEs are used to deliver teaching materials in education and to facilitate communication in many sectors. In theory, a properly developed and structured VLE is one that provides students different learning styles with the best possible education. Such VLE should be structured in a way that not only look like lecture-based learning where only auditory students have the opportunity to learn, and the non-auditory students are disadvantaged (Heirdsfield et al., 2011, p. 1). The format of the VLE (i.e., video, audio files, text files, etc.) and their content should satisfy the needs of the learners, otherwise, they will be declared useless as it does not improve the student's learning experience. Additionally, through a range of presentation styles (audio or video), VLE should provide adequate information to supplement the students learning experience in lecture rooms and give them a deeper and broader understanding of the topic (Demian & Morrice 2014, p. 11). 
The levels at which the teaching style fits in individual students, learning style affect their experience in the lecture theatre or classroom. Likewise, there are similar problems in virtual systems and a wide range of resources is needed to enable the smooth and efficient performance of different learning styles. Many higher learning institutions are categorized by lack of unity or cohesion (Demian & Morrice 2014, p. 11). Therefore, they consider VLE as a means of solving the challenges posed by the national rise of the student population at universities and the increased workload of lecturers and support staff. However, there is fear that if comprehensive resources are used online students may avoid attending lectures and instead access learning materials online to study remotely.  On that regard types of VLE are identified as those with too much information (which is why students do not attend lectures), those with enough material to improve the work of the lecture to make students better understand the subject, and those with too little (making VLE extremely useless).
[bookmark: _Toc50143320]Objectives
This study aims to link the impact of VLE Moodle on student's learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The study examined the impact of VLE and the face-to-face lectures on students. The study included a review of a student’s questionnaire that helped assess their satisfaction with both forms. It compared the results of a questionnaire of a group of students whose way of teaching was a traditional model in teaching and via the Internet.
[bookmark: _Toc50143321]Literature review
It is not easy to say precisely how long VLEs have been in use. Since 1970, computers have been widely used in education in the UK's open university (Barker & Gossman 2013, p. 19). However, commercial computer based VLE 'Blackboard' was patented in 2000 (Heirdsfield et al., 2011, p. 1). By 2010 there were about 3750 educational institutions in over sixty countries using Blackboard software. The software was developed to enable instructors to provide online courses that would be more interactive and diverse in content.  Demian and Morrice (2014, p. 11) conducted a study that supported the positive impacts of the use of VLEs on student learning. In various fields such as geography, economics, psychology, and biological sciences there are established links between the attendance of lectures and academic performance (Gatherer & Manning, 1998, p. 121): Stanca, 2016, p. 251): Stewart et al., 2011, p. 47). On the other hand, other pieces of research do not agree with relying on lectures alone. Murray, McCallum, and Petrosino (2014, p. 35) found that students in the faculty of physical therapy who were exposed to the active learning environment had an improved performance than those in the traditional in-class settings. 
Extensive research on informational technology has resulted from the emergence of VLEs. Several research pieces on the use of VLEs (Demian & Morrice 2012, p. 11: Murray, McCallum & Petrosino 2014, p. 36) focus on their strengths for learning institutions or on the disadvantages of teaching that help overcome. Stanca (2016, p. 257) claims that there is a difference in the way different students use VLEs regardless of how well they are structured. The result of that study is an indication that students consider VLE resources as simply the online version of lecture notes instead of an additional source of information to advance their learning. Annansingh (2019, p. 3669) also identified the challenges involved in designing a VLE for extensive learning. Murray, McCallum, and Petrosino (2014, p. 36) suggested that there was no significant effect from uploading audio formats of lectures to the VLE. They also found that students who listened to the virtual audio and at the same time attended lectures recorded an improved performance. 
[bookmark: _Toc50143322]Methodology
The study used a hybrid of methods that included qualitative, quantitative, and historical. I used historical research methodology to provide an explanation of what happened while examining the online and face-to-face method throughout the semester 1 and 2 in 2020. Excel files and Microsoft Teams programs were taken and used as information sources. To support online teaching, Microsoft Teams software was used, whereas excel files formats were used to download students' assignments, exams, and final grades. 
Qualitative research data was obtained from the students who enrolled in the course and from some face-to-face. The study used the questionnaire to get the better opinions of the VLE learning. The study used descriptive statistics to examine and summarize numerical and nominal data.
[bookmark: _Toc50143323]Primary Data Analysis
A total of 18 questionnaires were completed within two weeks of a comprehensive study (4 males and 14 females). Of these respondents, 100% reported having easy access to VLE, 0% had issues with accessing VLE, and 100% tried to access to the Moodle. The research questions were as displayed in table.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements:

	Answer Options
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Neutral

	VLE has positively impacted me as a student
	1     (5.6%)
	14 (77.8%)
	0   (0.0%)
	0       (0.0%)
	3 (16.7%)

	VLE is an essential tool for my studies
	3   (16.7%)
	14 (77.8%)
	0   (0.0%)

	0     (0.0%)
	1     (5.6%)

	I learn more with VLE than without it
	1      (5.6%)
	8 (44.4%)
	1  (5.6%)

	0     (0.0%)
	8   (44.4%)

	VLE enhances the quality of my learning
	0      (0.0%)
	13 72.2%)
	0   (0.0%)
	0     (0.0%)
	5   (27.8%)

	Am encouraged to learn independently using the convenient VLE Moodle
	1      (5.6%)
	13 (72.2%)
	0   (0.0%)

	0     (0.0%)
	4   (22.2%)

	The way courses are structured motivates me to learn independently
	1      (5.6%)
	16 (88.9%)
	0   (0.0%)

	0     (0.0%)
	1     (5.6%)

	The resources available in the Moodle are mainly for informational purposes
	0       (0.0%)
	10 (55.6%)
	3 (16.7%)
	0           (0.0%)
	5   (27.8%)




[bookmark: _Toc50143324]
[bookmark: _Toc50143325]Secondary Data Analysis
A study was conducted in New Jersey involving 80 students attending online courses, 80 studying in a traditional class, and 98 in a mixed mode course. The study used questionnaires to get data from the sample selected. Its evaluation goals were to compare the experiences students had with VLE to traditional classrooms and classify the associated outcomes as good or poor. According to the survey, 58% of the respondents reported having increased motivation because other students viewed their posted comments. Another 54% said that using collaborative tools like forums that enabled active engagement in the course, they felt more involved. An additional 64% of online courses are considered more practical than traditional class models. The study's findings were supported by following studies that showed that the instructor-learner interaction is the essential factor in promoting student autonomy and a sense of competence, resulting in increased independence and motivation (Deci & Ryan 2018, p.1) 
The cited empirical research showed that students who used VLE improved learning and satisfaction. Similarly, lecturers said that the use of VLEs improved their teaching efficiency and improved educational achievements. 
[bookmark: _Toc50143326]Conclusion
The data obtained confirm the claim that the use of VLE encourages learners to learn independently. It is convenient in pace and place to suit the learners needs in terms of flexibility in their busy lives. The literature review shows that the widespread use of VLE increasingly motivates students to learn. It also encourages communication and collaborative learning through chatting or discussing via emails, whereby feedback is highly motivating. The primary data suggests that the use of VLE positively impacts learning. The score shows 77.8% of the respondents agree or strongly agree that the use of VLE positively affects learning.  According to Vygotsky (1978), conceptual learning is a common effort that requires interactive communication. Therefore, a virtual discussion using VLE can improve collaboration and concept development. However, it seems like a collaborative tool, as shown in the literature review, because it has forums that are underutilized and need improvements to facilitate better learning. 
While this research suggests that the use of VLE has a positive effect on student learning, it is crucial to determine whether subject disciplines have different effects on learning. Furthermore, it would be crucial to establish which of the VLE tools (i.e., course handouts, quizzes, forums) have a significant effect on student learning and results. The positive approach, the time available, and the COVID-19 pandemic (which restricts social interactions) were the limitations of this study. However, significant results were obtained from statistical analysis, but they do not give, or they can provide depth.
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Here you can find attached link and the copy of questionnaire.      
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Chart

Strongly Agree	VLE has positively impacted me as a student	VLE is an essential tool for my studies	I learn more with VLE than without it 	VLE enhances the quality of my learning	Am encouraged to learn independently using the convenient VLE Moodle	The way courses are structured motivates me to learn independently	The resources available in the Moodle are mainly for informational purposes	1	3	1	0	1	1	0	Agree	VLE has positively impacted me as a student	VLE is an essential tool for my studies	I learn more with VLE than without it 	VLE enhances the quality of my learning	Am encouraged to learn independently using the convenient VLE Moodle	The way courses are structured motivates me to learn independently	The resources available in the Moodle are mainly for informational purposes	14	14	8	13	13	16	10	disagree	VLE has positively impacted me as a student	VLE is an essential tool for my studies	I learn more with VLE than without it 	VLE enhances the quality of my learning	Am encouraged to learn independently using the convenient VLE Moodle	The way courses are structured motivates me to learn independently	The resources available in the Moodle are mainly for informational purposes	0	0	1	0	0	0	3	Strongly Disagree	VLE has positively impacted me as a student	VLE is an essential tool for my studies	I learn more with VLE than without it 	VLE enhances the quality of my learning	Am encouraged to learn independently using the convenient VLE Moodle	The way courses are structured motivates me to learn independently	The resources available in the Moodle are mainly for informational purposes	0	0	0	0	0	0	0	Neutral	VLE has positively impacted me as a student	VLE is an essential tool for my studies	I learn more with VLE than without it 	VLE enhances the quality of my learning	Am encouraged to learn independently using the convenient VLE Moodle	The way courses are structured motivates me to learn independently	The resources available in the Moodle are mainly for informational purposes	3	1	8	5	4	1	5	
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