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The Problem of Lao Zi Chapter Thirty-eight




Proposed Dissertation Abstract (max 250 words): FFE/HGRCHE (B% 250 F)

Lao Zi is composed of two sections: ‘Dao jing’ 1E#E (the section of Tao) and ‘De jing’
H2% (the section of De). Chapter 38 is the first chapter of the latter. It shows its
recognition of the value of de f# (virtue), ren 1= (humanity), yi # (righteousness),
and li ¥ (propriety), which presents its core value system. However, there is a
textual problem in this chapter. From shangde wuwei er wuyiwei |- {248 Fy [ 48 DL By
to ze rangbi er rengzhi HIEEF 5.7, the xiade 1% (inferior virtue) with its
attribute of weizhi er youyiwei 57 /5 LA , between shangde _F{& (superior
virtue) and shangren _F1{— (superior humanity), cannot link up the context. Scholars
throughout ages had different interpretations, and even some characters of the text
were changed in many versions, but there seemed no satisfactory answer to this
question. Until the last century, Mawangdui 5 TH#E silk version of Laozi has been
unearthed, which can solve this problem. This essay will focus on this problem, sort
out main different interpretations of the past, explores the Mawangdui silk Laozi to
see how the problem was solved, and uses other previous texts as evidence. (208
words)
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