Are There Any Genuine Paradoxes to Backwards Time Travel?

      Abstract 
        In this essay I will be focusing on whether travelling backwards through time into the past is possible. I will not be addressing whether forward time travel is possible as it is well known through Einstein’s theory of ‘Special Relativity’ that travelling into the future is possible through time dilation, and so of no philosophical interest here. But first I must define what time travel is and also what it is not. Time travel is when there is a difference in the amount of time travelled, from when you set off from a destination to when you arrived at a destination, and the length of the journey taken between each destination. For example, if you travelled from now to one million years into the past in just one minute. And time travel is not looking into a crystal ball and seeing the past as it was one million years ago as you would still remain in the present. Or being around twenty-four hours ago and being here now because there is no discrepancy in time from twenty-four hours ago and now.
       Also, in this essay I will not be looking at whether time travel is physically possible because that is the job of the physicists, and it could seem impossible to the physicists because our technology, and understanding of the laws of nature, is not advanced enough yet for it to seem possible. I will be addressing whether time travel is logically, or conceptually, possible which means can it be thought out logically and without any contradictions. 
Context
       The three main positions on time in philosophy are eternalism, presentism and possibilism. Eternalists believe in a four-dimensional manifold of space and time where there are three dimensions of space and one of time, and all times past, present and future are all equally real. So, no ‘time’ is more ‘real’ than any other – just like most of us believe there is no point in space which is any less real or unreal than any other. And in this position, time passing, or the flow of time, is not real, only phenomenal. Therefore, every object from the past and future is just as real as any object from the present, but objects from the past or future might not be in our spacetime region that we are currently experiencing and so not may not be perceived as real. Eternalism is ideal for time travel as it holds the future and past are real, and therefore exist. If the past was nor real, or did not exist, then how could one travel to it?
       Possibilism, or the ‘growing-block’ view, is a view which agrees with eternalism about the past and present both being equally real but disagrees about the future saying it is unreal and ‘unfixed’ – The future has not happened yet, it is only possible and only one worldline of an object can become real or ‘actual’. So, possibilism can still have free choice for the future because it is not fixed, whereas eternalism obviously cannot as it is deterministic in nature. 
       Presentism is the view that only the present is real and only objects in the present are real. They hold that if something does not exist ‘now’, then it does not exist – the past used to exist but does not anymore, the future does not exist yet – and objects can be at different points in space but not time. Presentists also do not claim that time is a dimension all of its own like eternalists, they think time fits into the dimensions of space and is not an added dimension itself. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]       There is also the idea of ‘personal’ and ‘external’ time, which was introduced by David Lewis. Personal time is the time of one’s own wordline and external time is time which is external to your own wordline. If you time travelled a one-hour journey in one minute, your own worldline, or personal time, would have travelled for only one minute but the time for everything else around you, external time, an hour would still have gone by because according to Einstein’s theory of relativity, which has been the most dominant theory in science for over one hundred years now, time is relative. Unlike the old Newtonian theory where time was considered to be absolute.

       Some of the philosophical problems I am going to address in this essay on time travel are ‘The Grandfather Paradox’, ‘The Predestination Paradox’, ‘The Bootstrap Paradox’, and the ‘Let’s kill Hitler Paradox’ and my position on time travel is that it is possible and that none of the paradoxes are genuine.
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