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In this writing, I will be reading and reviewing a book named: “The civilisation of the Qin and the Han dynasty”, this book is published in mandarin Chinese and so far I have not come across to any English translated pieces, the book roughly is about the history of both the Qin and the Han dynasty, most influential people during each different periods and the main events that had happened during both those dynasties. After explaining what I read, at the end I will be given my point of view and what I think about this book whether it was well written, clear to read and what the purpose of the book is and whether it had reached its full potential of purpose.
The book: “The civilisation of the Qin and the Han” was written and published in 2009 by an author named Liu Yong Sheng, he wrote an collection of books with the same title of civilisation but with different dynasties or states, the dynasties I will be reviewing today is the Qin dynasty and the Han dynasty, I chose these two dynasties because they’re the two dynasties both used military power to unify china, for example, the Qin dynasty was one of the six states that were existing durnt to know what tfing the warring period, it ended up conquering China and brought it together as a whole, it then unified the language, writing, money and built the famous site of the Great Wall. In Han dynasty’s case, it is very similar, the two dynasties is right by each other’s side, the Han dynasty took over control of China after the fall of the Qin empire, the first emperor of Han was named Liu Bang, him and his Han dynasty was probably the most powerful dynasty in the entire Chinses history, it had created the silk road, chased the Huns out of china, and it had made the Confucius idea ever stronger than what it was, this was done by the emperor Han Wu Di, as he decided to get rid off all other studies and ideas but Confucius.
The first part of this book is based on the unification of China and the form of the Qin empire, how Qin Shihuang conquered china and brought it to a whole, it splits him into two sections, one part is about his success and the positive things that he did and his contribution to the Chinese history, for example, how he built the great wall and connected all 7 states walls together to defend the Huns and the Turks, but the second part is the things that may made him a cruel, ruthless ruler, for example the famous event of “ burning of all books and bury of scholars” this may be the worse thing he has ever done, not only that he caused a mass massacre, but the burning of the ancient books had destroyed many different ideas and led loads of mysteries and other frustrations. The book uses short but clear paragraphs to describe and explains those points of Qin Shihuang, it has the exact dates, names of people and the reasons behind all this, which allows readers to understand the whole situation and event without having to read too much.
Other things the writer wrote about the Qin dynasty was that it had only been passed on to the hand of the second emperor before it had fallen under the hands of mutinies and peasants uprising, with the shortage of unification, china had fallen into pieces again, the left over families of the other six states that were conquered by the Qin empire before the unification had again risen and rebuilt their lost kingdoms, the book describes those who had stood up against the Qin dynasty and especially the Chu state led by XiangYu and the Han state, led by Liu Bang, who was later the first emperor of the Han dynasty who eventually unified China and ruled for 400 years almost. 
After the perish of the Qin dynasty, the book had included famous and influential people during the Qin period and described them in detail. For example, the mutiny of Da Ze Xiang, this peasant uprising is the first ever uprising army against the Qin dynasty, and was led by two leaders named, ChenSheng and WuGuang, this uprising happened because the Qin dynasty was cruel and too harsh towards its people and causing upsets and many death, this eventually led farmers and commoners having no choice but to fight against the Qin army for their family and their own lives.
But other than the Da Ze Xiang Uprising, the two most important and powerfully units during the time was the Chu and the Han, the Chu was one of the biggest and most powerful states throughout the Spring and Autumn and the Warring states period, it was led to fallen but it had loads of left over royal families and those who were the minsters of the Chu state. The leader of the Chu state Xiang Yu was from a very influential family in the Chu state, and he was angry and emotional that his state was brutally taken by the Qin dynasty, book mentions ever since he was young, he had been sworn to god that he will avenge and destroy the Qin empire. He was born powerful and practiced martial arts since he was very young and learnt war strategy, he was taught and told by his uncle a lot of things about their home land the Chu State and from a very young age, XiangYu had a huge hatred for the Qin people and the Qin Empire. The author included one event that explained and showed that the hatred to the Qin empire by XiangYu was that he created a huge massacre after conquering and invaded the Qin capital XianYang, killed all royal families and relatives and ministers, after the massacre, he ordered his soldier to burn down the palace of XianYang, all of these showed how cruel he was and people started to think that he is more cruel than the first emperor.
The book covers a lot of information about Liu Bang, the founder and first emperor of the Han dynasty, the author does the same for all the first emperors of all dynasties, this is mainly because that it is important to know what the first emperor was like and also why did they able to break through the ice and conquer China. By having loads of back up information also detailed descriptions of them, it allows readers to gain a full knowledge of what the dynasty is built on and the strength of its empire. For example, if you have a full detailed description of what the first emperor of the Song dynasty did to his generals and ministers who had important military power, which is taking it all off them, then you would understand why the Song dynasty was wealthy but militarily weak and its army were useless at most of the times. same for the Han dynasty, author tells us that Liu Bang knew how to use his warriors, generals and minsters well during battles, and this was the key why he had defeated the more powerful opponent Xiang Yu.
The book covers the Han dynasty in a larger and much greater detail in comparison to the Qin dynasty, this is obvious because the Qin dynasty did not live as long as the Han dynasty so in historical events wise, it does not have a huge amount of events that way it did not need a lot of descriptions, but on the other hand, the Han dynasty covers most of this book, one because it is the longest lasting dynasty in all dynasties, also, during the Han period, it provided several significant emperors, which led to numerous events and it required a lot of descriptions and information to back up and explain.
This book to me is very helpful, it only mentions significant emperors and those who either ha huge contributions or those who were villains, this is useful because it allows us to understand both the reasons why the dynasty was powerful and also why it eventually weakens, the book uses the yin and yang theory to describe every dynasty’s destiny and I think it makes a lot of sense, because every dynasty has its most powerful period od times but no matter how powerful it can be and how big its territory can be, it will always fall at the end, it makes sense as in yin and yang, it follows and idea of nothing will be forever great, when yin reaches its strongest it will slowly turn and rise up to Yang, and same for Yang, when it reaches its tipping point it will drop down to yin.
This book is relatively small but filled with short but sharp and straight forward points that allows readers to understand and gain information and I think it is very useful and easy to carry around. I rate this book very highly and useful, especially for those who are interested about Chinese history. 
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