Visual Studies Self-directed study task (rotation 2)
Monday 12th October (Group A am & B pm)
Monday 19th October (Group C am & D pm)

Library/research 
This task is designed to help you start populating your research journal.
We encourage you keep a research journal and fill it full of things that inspire you, it’s also how you begin to place yourselves alongside your competitors.  Through your exposure to the creative arts (whatever form that may be) you begin to see and experience things and make links with your own ideas, thoughts and styles.  It’s a big world, there’s a lot to see and discover and lots of people doing amazing creative things.  While it’s good to look at the now and most definitely forward in time, it’s also crucial to look at what has gone before, so yes include historical references too.  Oh and a research journal is not about writing an essay on what you have found…just reflections and notes will suffice a good journal will speak for itself.  You should always reference the artist and designer, collection name and year if applicable, know where you found it and be able to find it again.

· Research 5 designers that inspire: Who and why, question what it is about the designer that attracts you to them.
· Research 5 artists that inspire, make connections with your own discoveries.
· Research 5 images with a fashion print context, again question what you like.
· Research 5 trends, they could include types of fabric, colour, print, process or themes that are emerging.
· Find 5 colour palettes, these could be from trends, paintings objects or collected from the self-directed rotation 1 session.

Work the research into your research journal, these pages should then begin to tell a story about your potential direction of travel.  5 from 5 is a guide, if you find more that’s fine, add them if they are relevant or exciting for you.  This task is a good basis for creating a good research journal, expand on this guide as you work on your practical modules to develop your understanding and knowledge of research and how it links into your practice.  Your journal is way to collect and gather the things that you love and will aid the story telling and narrative in your practice.


Good Magazines in the library (reference only) these are a great place to start, we appreciate the difficulty in getting hold of these at the moment…but at least familiarise yourself with the names and try searching online.  
Trends Collezioni
Textile View
View Two
Crafts
Selvedge
Surface Design Journal
Embroidery

Some of these journals may be found online either via the UWTSD library link or independently elsewhere.  I subscribe to online newsletters and mailing lists, which is a good way to keep in the loop.  https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/ 


Some other online resources are:
https://www.italianbark.com/
https://www.designboom.com/
https://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/
https://www.clerkenwelldesignweek.com/welcome#/
https://www.artsthread.com/
https://www.vogue.co.uk/
https://www.collezioni.info/en/collezioni-trends/
https://www.instagram.com/kate.coode/?hl=en

This isn’t an exact way to lay out your research and it’s digital rather than physical but it gives an idea of how you may reference who you’re looking at and what relationships, connections and links you are making.
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