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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

A child at risk is defined under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 as someone who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and who has needs for care and support, whether or not those needs are being met (Welsh Government, 2015). This definition places emphasis not just on current harm but also the potential for harm and makes clear that even when a child’s care and support needs appear to be addressed, safeguarding duties still apply.
[bookmark: _Hlk210298083]Under the Act, relevant partners such as police, health and social care professionals, teachers, and youth workers have a legal duty to report children at risk to the local authority (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014); this ensures concerns are shared and addressed in a timely manner and supports a wider multi-agency safeguarding approach.
[bookmark: _Hlk210298168]Once a child is reported to the local authority, it has a statutory responsibility under section 47 of the Children Act 1989 to make enquiries where there is reasonable cause to suspect a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm. These enquiries are often conducted jointly with the police to ensure child protection concerns are fully investigated and the appropriate support is offered. Section 132 of part 7 of the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 also outlines the requirement for strategy discussions to be held and coordination between agencies in such cases (Social Care Wales, 2025).
Children may be at risk due to a range of factors including parental substance misuse, mental ill health, domestic abuse, poverty, homelessness, and social isolation. The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children [hereafter NSPCC], (2025), also highlight that vulnerable groups such as children with disabilities or those in care are particularly at risk. Recognising the indicators of harm is vital in effective safeguarding. Physical abuse may be visible through bruises, burns or injuries which appear inconsistent with the explanation given as to the cause. Children experiencing emotional abuse may have low self-esteem, developmental delays or withdrawal from those around them. Signs of neglect could include poor hygiene, lack of supervision or a child who is constantly hungry whilst indications of sexual abuse might involve inappropriate sexual behaviour, secrecy or regression in behaviour (Department for Education, 2023).
Whilst it is understood that safeguarding interventions should aim to provide safety, stability, and emotional well-being for the child, it is important that this is achieved by involving those affected and identifying their goals. Children may require additional therapeutic support or secure accommodation, whilst families may benefit from mental health treatment, parenting programmes, housing or substance misuse support. Establishing these outcomes supports long-term change and ensures the child’s voice is central to the process (Welsh Government, 2022b).
In XXX, regional coordination is managed by Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Board (CYSUR), which ensures agencies across the area follow consistent safeguarding practices. Locally, XXX Local Authority Corporate Safeguarding Policy provides guidance on how to identify and report concerns, as well as how to uphold safe recruitment and staff training standards (XXX Local Authority, 2025b).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding in children’s social work practice is guided by specific legal and ethical frameworks compared to adults. Arguably, the most significant difference is in the paramountcy principle found in the Children Act 1989; this makes clear that the welfare of the child must always be the first consideration in safeguarding decisions. This is different from adult safeguarding where autonomy and the adults right to self-determination take precedence unless the individual lacks mental capacity or others are at risk of harm.

In children’s safeguarding, professionals must balance the child’s welfare with recognition of their developing maturity and decision-making ability. Gillick competence and the Fraser guidelines are important in this respect (‘Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech’ Area Health Authority’, 1986) as they enable practitioners to determine whether a child under sixteen has sufficient maturity to understand and consent to decisions affecting them. On the one hand, a Gillick competent child may make decisions regarding medical treatment, however, there are thresholds where safeguarding duties override a child’s expressed wishes. Included in these is where there is evidence of abuse, neglect, or risk of significant harm. In such instances, professionals must intervene regardless of a child’s competency or consent, reflecting the prioritisation of protection over autonomy (NSPCC, 2023).

In contrast, safeguarding adults operates within a different ethical and legal framework. An adult’s ability to make informed choices is determined and guided by the Mental Capacity Act 2005. If an adult is deemed to have capacity to make a particular decision, their right to self-determination is respected, even if their choices appear to place them at risk (Department of Health, 2007). An adult may therefore choose not to engage with support services or refuse protective interventions. However, exceptions arise where others may be harmed, where coercion or exploitation is suspected, or where there is concern about consent, as outlined in the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board, 2019).

Reflecting on these differences highlights the ethical tension between autonomy and protection. Arguably, for children, in recognising their developmental vulnerability and legal rights under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), safeguarding tends towards ‘protection’. For adults, on the other hand, the emphasis is more towards empowerment and autonomy with professional involvement limited to circumstances where capacity, consent, or wider risks justify state intervention. 
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