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Introduction
In this assignment I will be looking at factors which touch upon children, young people and the family, for centuries childhood has meant different things to different people and has changed as time has changed. I will look at the different aspects of development that encounters the child, childhood and family Life experiences and how the systems and policies in place can help to shape and mould what a family should be and also how sometimes these thing can help to break up families . Experts will say Childhood is normally identified by the child’s physical age, but it can be a period from 0-18 and is commonly said to be when one is at play, developing or learning. Support is not just for families with special needs, the support is also There for all Needs of the family. (pirozzi, 2005) explains that childhood is a time where a child should be surrounded by love ones and extended community of adults. Children should be able to live free from fear and protected from violence. Also, what is realised is a child is not an adult and should be treated in a space suitable for them, they are the holders of their own rights and with such should not be separated from their families or loved ones where possible. As time has gone on what has been seen to be conventional family has changed and society itself has changed, where it use to be a crime to be gay/lesbian it is now acceptable and they too can now have a fully operational family.
What are children
A child or children are small person who learn and adapt from the environment they are in. once upon a time we were all children and we remain children in the eyes of our parents. The term child/children refer to an age of 0-12 where most children are not able to look after themselves, but unfortunately this is not the case for children all over the world and not for children who are young carers of parents or siblings. Therefore, the UN set out some clear guidance to protect children from elements that can do them harm. But still until this day even in the first world countries children can face hard ship that will shape their whole lives, and this will endeavour to stop them from being children and harden them making them into mini adults.
What is childhood
The first known use of childhood was described by Philippe Aries a French historian who describe throughout the 18th centuries children to be mini adults, but with the change of time understanding has also changed, the concept of child has become simple. We realise it is a time for children to be at play learning and getting to know their surroundings to grow happy and levelled. If a child can grow with relatively no bad experience, they will become well-adjusted adults in the future but if they are grown with turbulence, they will need a lot of help to become well-adjusted adults. This is the stage were children ultimately learn right from wrong,
What is young people
The term young people gives the concept of the age between 12-18-year were the young person has more of an understanding and can make decisions and know right from wrong for their future and what they want out of life. Young people can mean different things to different people in society, as society changes so does the meaning and treatment of these preadolescent or adult children.
What is family
The concept of family has changed from the stereo typical 2.4 children with mum and dad, to being a blended family Which can consist of many different elements. Anyone can take on the roll off mum and dad once they have a strong enough bond. Therefore, the argument nature versus nurture is so important and will always be relevant when talking about bring up children in different types of Families. Many factors can affect family for example being a single parent, is said to leave the child or children lacking an element of a good role model from a male or female element of parenting. there are many variations of what family can look like for example listed below are the different variants:
1. Adoption – when children are adopted from the country or other countries into the family unit. 
2. Stepfamilies - is families that are brought together from previous marriages or relationships.
3. Younger parents – these are families where one or both parents started to have children in their teens or twenties.
4. Much older parents – parents are over the age of 40 and start their family late.
5. Working parents – mum and dad are both working and must make difficult decisions as to miss out on important milestones. 
6. The extended family – includes relatives which can be uncles or aunties who live in that home or children from previous relationship are present in the home.
7. The nuclear family – mum and dad are both present.
8. Same sex family – this is a family dynamic which has same sex for both partners.
9. Single parent- where one of the parents is absent from the household due to separation, divorce or death.
Within all these types of family there is an underlining need for security, love and understanding that only a family can give, but family can also be found in a sense of friendship where no one is related and is what people need in such a cruel world.
[bookmark: _Hlk40297617]What is being vulnerable 
The word vulnerable has many meanings, when you look at the word it talks about being emotionally vulnerable, a feeling of being weak and without protection Or being exposed to element out of your control.  For many people this is a reality that plays on their mind and are faced with day to day as they can be vulnerable for many reason for example being homeless, unemployed , having no education, problems with mental health or being disability are factors that can affect  all aspects of normal family life. There are organisations like Mind or shelter who can give help and advice if they are facing the prospects of homelessness or mental health issues for old or young.
How are family and children impacted by Life, services, laws and policies?
When we look back over history it is very apparent that in the Victorian times there was no idea or thought  of global childhood as families in the working class/poorer background would have multiple children who would be sent out to make a wage. Today in first world countries this would be frowned upon and the parents would be brought in front of a court of law charged with child abuse. Although most countries are covered by the United Nation convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) there are still atrocities all around the world and in London.  The UNCRC are a set of guidelines that must be followed to protect the rights of children as stated by UN Convention On The Rights Of The Child | Save the Children UK, (2020), there are 54 articles put in place as the rights of the child. Its main aim is to make sure government meets the child basic needs for protection, development, relationship with parents/family, education etc. 120 countries have also Signed to show they will not use or force children to become child soldiers and will not allow children to become victims of child prostitution, pornography or be sold into slavery. 
In the UK today there are many families who fall below the breadline, in an article by Porter (2018) he states that families living in poverty has gotten worse since the introduction of the two child benefits scheme which was enforced in 2018 and the benefit freeze from 2015, meaning they are now unable to afford the essential things needed for day to day life. This is also the disposition of middle-class families also they are no longer seen as more affluent than the lower-class family. the gap between upper class families is bigger to everyone else but the upper-class families still have the same social problems as middle class and lower class. By looking at the ongoing problems children and family face there should be a safety net or service that can help to aid the family unit with their problems, below is a list of problems that any of these social economic backgrounds can face:
1. Abuse/neglect/sexual abuse- 
2. Refugee
3. Radicalisation/ Extremism
4. Misuse of Substance/Alcohol
5. Online presence
6. Mental health
7. Money issues
8. Disability
9. Bullying/harassment
10. Knife crime
With all these issues and more there are services that can intervene to give Children, young people and family or cares help to keep them on track and deal with their problems. Firstly, if a child is suffering from abuse or neglect safeguarding measure will be put into place to monitor and protect them from harm for example the national society for the prevention of cruelty to children (NSPCC) are there to stand up for the rights of children and they aim to adhere to the laws given by governing bodies and international laws which are to have every child’s voice heard, make sure they have access to education, have a warm and safe place to live, ensure all personal data for children is kept safe. The way in which they do this is by lobbing for change in laws that will protect the children. They also have many campaigns that seek funding to provide services for all affected areas.
In these turbulent times families are facing more hardship and slow growth in the economy means a lot more families need to depend on the government for assistance with money and social care. If families are going through hardship, they can apply to for money to help with rent, these are normally social benefits for example, housing benefits, child tax credits, working tax credit and child benefit. And if they are not working, they can apply for job seekers allowance and loan parents’ benefits. There are also free of charge therapies they can also get once they are living in and registered to their borough for example, talking therapies, counselling, mindfulness therapies etc. if they need food, they can also visit their local food bank for provisions’. Where it is needed families can be sign posted to multidisciplinary teams and with these teams there are people like social workers, youth offending team (YOT) who assist with any young person who has been convicted of a crime and gives them help in rehabilitation and coming back to their community as well as housing and how to apply for social benefits, they also help to assist young people facing problems with knife crime. child and adolescent mental heal services (CAMHS) and Approved Mental health professionals (AMHP) also aid families, children and young people since the Mental health act was established in 2007. 
Family’s also have the right to practice their cultural beliefs and as such they are also able to teach their children their own language and religious beliefs. This is covered in the human rights act 1998 article 9. It also protect people’s freedom of thought conscience and religion. It protects all religions and a wide range of philosophical beliefs including atheism, humanism, agnosticism, veganism and pacifism (religion or belief: a guide to the law, 2016).

conclusion
With all these services in place to show support or give help there is still a lot of people who are unable to receive the care needed by them and sometimes feel they are victimised by the services which are provided  to them, as they do not fit into society like everyone one else.  Historically with the change that has happed over the years to protect children there is still an outcry for more to be done, and more services to be given.  With societies need to conform the heart of the family is harder to find as parent are not always able to protect their loved ones in the way they want and asking for help hurts a lot of people’s pride. Also, with the reduction to much needed services it has meant that a lot more families are falling below the breadline without the help needed.
With the current climate we are in with corona virus many  measures have been put into place to support the well being of children and adults all over the country. Efforts are being made to socially distance our selves and the removal of children from schools show how the governing body is trying to protect all society from harm. As individuals we are also trying to safeguard our vulnerable family members and even strangers we don’t know. 
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