Gobbet on The Code Noir


The Code Noir was passed by King Louis XIV in 1685. King Louis XIV was born on September 5th 1638 and died September 1st 1715.[footnoteRef:1] The Code Noir was created for the slavery within the French colonial empire. Of which a large portion was within what is now, the United States of America, although not the whole of the USA. When having a quick look at the translation of the Code Noir, you can clearly see that there is a lot of religious discrimination towards any religion other than Christianity or similar.  [1:  Philippe Erlanger, Louis XIV <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Louis-XIV-king-of-France> ] 


The Code Noir was a decree passed in 1685 by King Louis XIV.[footnoteRef:2] Its contents are that of the legislation for the governing and rights of slaves within the French colonial empire. A large portion of this legislation is the governing of religion in relation to the slaves. The first 8 of the articles within the Code Noir, relate to religion which will be the main focus on this Gobbet. Of these 8 that relate to religion in the Code noir, there are a few which are particularly of note which are as follows. [2:  Louis XIV, <https://www.britannica.com/biography/Louis-XIV-king-of-France>] 

The first article within the Code Noir is in relation to the religious discrimination of the Jews within the French colonial Empire. It is clear to see that the Jewish populous of the colonies were not tolerated by King Louis XIV.[footnoteRef:3] This first article is ordering the Jewish people to be chased out of the colonies on fear of “confiscations of their persons and their goods.”[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  King Louis XIV, Edict of the King: On the subject of the Policy regarding the islands of French America (the Code Noir (Black Code)) <http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/335/> [Accessed 21/11/2019]]  [4:  Code Noir, <http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/335/>  article 1.] 

The second article in the Code Noir, mentions that when all slaves that come onto the island of Haiti which at the time was known as St Domingue, they must be instructed and baptised into the Catholic, Roman and Apostolic faith. It also goes onto say how in fact if the slaves do not comply with changing their beliefs, they will be charged the amount deemed necessary for punishment.[footnoteRef:5]   [5:  Code Noir, <http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/335/>  article 2.] 

The third article of the Code Noir is that which distinctly forbids any religion being practiced in the colonies that is not “Roman, Catholic, and Apostolic Faith.”[footnoteRef:6] If one of the other religions were to be practiced, then the person/persons were to be “punished as rebels”.[footnoteRef:7] This is a clear practice of religious discrimination, with not allowing anyone to be of another religion without fear of punishment. This seems almost medieval in nature.  [6:  Code Noir, <http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/335/>  article 3.]  [7:  Code Noir, <http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/335/>  article 3.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As for article number 8, they have written that, slaves who are not of either Catholic, Apostolic or Roman faith cannot have legal marriages and it will not be acknowledged. If the slaves have children within this ‘marriage’ they will not be seen as legitimate, only as bastards.[footnoteRef:8] This shows the depth that the religious discrimination goes. It is almost to an extent of religious persecution rather than just religious discrimination. [8:  Code Noir, <http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/335/>  article 8.] 


In conclusion the Code Noir is a very compelling piece of legal legislation of the late 17th century. There is a very clear and distinct element of religious discrimination and religious persecution within the document, this could be telling us what the French society thought of other religions at the time of King Louis XIV. If someone who was not aware of the Haitian revolution or someone researching the Haitian revolution were to read through the Code Noir, it would be instantly clear as to why the Haitian revolution came about.
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