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Findings and Conclusions
One of the main concerns around the established research that this paper identified was the lack of current research around public perception statistics. One of the main objectives of this paper was the help alleviate that shortfall by targeting that lack of previous research with a survey directed towards the general public. 

The findings form the survey revealed an overall pattern of public support for police pursuits, as outlined within the results chapter. This gives a basic answer to the question posed by this essay, as there is now further research in the area that this paper has focused on. In general, over 90% of respondents were supportive of police action, which aligns with the previous studies analysed within the literature review, such as McDonald and Alpert (1988), which highlighted the publics expectation that police officers should take decisive action to deter criminal activity, as well as research by Lum et al (2009), which underscores that visible policing actions reinforces public confidence in law enforcement. Whilst the general question was answered there was some caveats and specification identified to the answers, as most members of the public were not supportive of pursuits for less-serious offences, such as shoplifting or minor public order offences. These results were expected and link back to the policy recommendations from the Home office (2018), which highlighted that police pursuits should be assessed based on the risk posed by the suspect, which is the same for policing in general, as the code of ethics states within the national decision-making model 

This set of results does introduce a somewhat contrasting picture, as respondents were in general supportive of pursuits, but not when they were for minor offences. However, they were supportive of a risk to a public if the offence was serious. This reflects the findings from Wells and Wills (2009), which identified that public trust in policing is undermined when pursuits result in high-profile accidents, particularly when the offence being pursued are seen as trivial offences, or less serious as identified in the results chapter. This aligns with the pattern of increasing public scrutiny towards policing as well, as police accidents caused by pursuits or police driving usually take front-page news. 
The findings of the study in this paper are broadly consistent with the existing research analysed within the paper. One of the weaknesses identified of current existing research was the lack of up-to-date research, as the majority of academic sources were identified as being around 20 years old. Whilst that research was of high-quality, the age of it means that it is not a current source and comparisons to more modern research would allow for a pattern to be established as to whether or not public support has increased, decreased or stayed consistent. From comparison with the survey this essay utilised, it appears that overall, public support and opinion of the necessity of police pursuits has remained fairly consistent, as the majority of the public do believe that pursuits are necessary and support them as a tactic for officers to utilise. Whilst limitations were identified prior to the survey, there are still limitations that remain. Whilst this paper adds to the list of available research, the subject group was of a limited size, with less than 40 results gathered from the public. In order to address and prevent this problem, future studies could address this by posting the survey in more forums and social groups, as well as considering utilising public spaces such as libraries and town hall meetings to get publicity for the survey, or engaging with local community groups who may be able to help reach people not previously reachable through the use of online surveys.  
To conclude, the research this paper has achieved as illuminated a complex and somewhat contrasting public opinion on police pursuits, showing that there is a direct correlation to the risk of a pursuit and the severity of the offence. The public are still supportive of policing in general, specifically supportive toward pursuits but only if certain criteria are met. Public trust seems to reduce when pursuits are not necessary, or reckless, which is directly linked to the vast majority of papers analysed within the literature review, with some exceptions such as Lamont (2019), who outlines the dangers of pursuits and argues their irrelevance in modern-day policing. This paper has also determined that there is an apparent stagnation in public opinion on police pursuits, as unlike the general trust of the public in policing, which appears to have reduced over time as scrutiny in policing has increased (Tudor, 2023), public support of pursuits has not. This is only in comparison to the limited research available on this topic, with the main source of reference being the work of MacDonald and Alpert (1988), which as already mentioned is nearly 40 years old. Future papers may find success in bridging the still-resent gap in the research by undertaking long-term research on a focus group, such as utilising surveys over a set period of years with the same group to ascertain if opinion changes, and whether or not this is due to external or internal factors of the group. 
The overall objectives of this paper have been achieved however, as more research has been completed on an area lacking coverage, a survey has been conducted and completed and results analysed and compared with existing research within the subject area. This study achieved its objectives by revealing strong public support for police pursuits, particularly for serious crimes, while highlighting significant concerns the public has about safety and proportionality for lesser offenses. Public perception has shifted subtly in recent years, influenced by media coverage and a growing emphasis on accountability. These findings underscore the need for transparent, proportionate pursuit policies and continued investment in technology and training to balance effective enforcement with public safety concerns, as well as highlighting the need for further research. 
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