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Introduction
 This paper aims to analyse and identify the detrimental effects of budgets cuts, and how impactful they are upon different organisations, especially the UK police force. 
The Coalition Government Policy of Austerity 2010(Government, 2010) was put in place to help regain financial security within the UK after an overspend and over loan of funds. The results of the implementation of this policy have led to the biggest economic drawback. During this time, many organisations were affected by the austerity, such as road maintenance, prison services and housing assistants. The police services were also affected, and it led to a stretch in their powers (Mueller, 2019). 
Objectives
This paper will analyse and identify the budget cuts in the UK and the policing departments; including how it has affected them throughout the years. The Conservative and Liberal Democrat Government set their sights on the budget cut in order to save money as the figures were stating that in 2009-2010 government was spending 47% of Gross domestic product (GDP), by the end of 2013-2014 it had declined to 41.5%. Due to this cut it caused major impacts on the UK as there were jobs being lost and individuals not being able to afford properties and everyday essentials. Especially within the police the budget cut impacted them massively as they had to increase redundancies, leaving them understaffed resulting in more violent crimes following there not being enough police officer to respond or being able to attend to the call quick enough (Adetunji, 2015).
Since 2010 the budget has increased. The public sector funding has been collected from taxes and other source of revenues, there prediction is expected to raise £862.0 billion, where they will estimate to spend £1,044 billion on pension and debt interests. Therefore, in order to overcome these issues, they will need to spread it across different organisations insuring there is more staff. This will especially benefit the police services as higher staff levels will decrease response times and help to prevent crimes (Office for Budget Responsibility, 2022). 
The more recent worldwide Covid 19 pandemic, has further affected budgets. The closure of businesses and organisations has left people unable to work which meant there was a decline in the amount of revenue brought in by working tax and an increase in revenue being provided through state benefits to support individuals and their families to receive a stable income. Reflecting on the long-term damage to the public sector valuates that the UK economy was forecasted to be 3% smaller by the middle of the decade then official pre-covid estimates (Partington, 2021). Thus, the government need to provide money to the police in order for them to protect and support the public, as a result in 2020-2021 South Wales Police budget sits at £315.8 million, it has increased 5.5% from 2010 (Lewis, 2022). Therefore, in March 2021 the total expenditure in the UK is £1.053 Trillion and the total revenue is £819 Billion (Gov.UK, 2021). South Wales Police budget for 2021-2022 has been set for £327.9 million, making the police element of tax being increased by 5.5% (Police and Crime Commissioner, 2021). 



The Ration of Government Funds to Resources 
Origin of Public funding 
Tax is the main income resource of public funds. It is placed on almost everything within the UK, some items such as sugary drinks and alcohol (Wales and Scotland), have higher rates of Value Added Tax (VAT). The amount of tax that is paid by each individual will depend on your living condition and how much money you are earning. In 2021-2022 the UK government revenue is forecast to be £819 billion or 36% of gross domestic product (GDP). The three main areas of where the government get their taxation from is, income tax, National insurance contribution and VAT (Tax Lab, 2021). Simply put, revenue is the money that comes into the company because of what the company does. It usually works by selling products or delivering them to other companies. Revenue is usually the first line of your income which displays how much money you make overall (Gocardless, 2021). There is a breakdown in taxation, for the police to have the fundings they are provided by the public through, council tax. The police force gets a cut out of the council tax from the government in order for them to have the fundings for staff and equipment. Due to more serious matters within the police, South Wales police have insisted that they need more income in order to prevent and tackle serious heinous crimes and to protect the vulnerable. Inevitably to make this happen they needed to increase the council tax for people in the South Wales area, resulting in the tax rising by 5.9%. by having these measures in place, it results in individuals paying an extra 29p for someone living in band D and other areas will pay between 19p and 26p per week. This is due to the government not providing them enough funding, as in 2010-11 there where 3,400 officer cut from the police, this huge impact had resulted in there being few officers and now they need the funding to employee more staff and have the correct procedure to protect the public (Hayward, 2020).

Impact of The Coalition government 2010 
The Coalition Government 2010 had the biggest impact on the UK due to having major budget cuts, this resulted in thousands of people being made redundant and businesses being closed down due to not being able to afford things. The reasoning of why the government decided to do a budget cut in the UK was that they believed there might be an economic crisis which would be too strong for the government to deal with, leaving them with only one option being the Coalition Government 2010 (Seldon & Finn, 2015).  The Coalition Government was necessary due to massive financial breakdowns over the years, this all started when the government was over lending, over borrowing and poor regulations. The aim of the budget cut was to rebuild the funding so they can later have more of a budget when they needed to provide business with loans and grants (Bochel & Powel, 2016). Similarly, the government believed that they could improve the police force by looking into new ways which didn’t cost as much as it did in previous years, they believed that they need more radical action to reform the criminal justice system. Thus, they would need more freedom in the ministerial control and would be able to deal with crimes and anti- social behaviour more efficiently. To achieve this, they would have provided new technology to make policing more effective, which will give people more legal protection, By also increasing the value of fines provided for committing crimes the police services hoped for a decrease in the crimes committed, especially as there are more serious and stricter policies which the public would be aware of (Government,2010). 
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The level of stress resulting from budget cuts has had a huge impact on the front-line organisations such as the police services, attributable to budget cuts there is fewer staff which creates more duties for the police even though they are already struggling with their own duties making it much more difficult to complete each shift whilst trying to protect and support the individuals within their community. Not only does it affect the police, but it is affecting the community, especially the individuals who come from more deprived areas. As the costs are increasing it is making it more challenging to have a stable income, which can result in more people becoming jobless and homeless (Hastings, 2015). Although the impact of the Coalition Government affected the police force, they manage to rebuild the force and recruit more staff, however in 2019 another challenge hit, this was the Covid 19 pandemic which caused another blow to the police and governments budget. They believed there was a new era of austerity where the force could be facing its worse budget battle. It would appear that most of the police budget went on getting the correct protection to deal with covid and on technology they needed for the pandemic rather than what it was actually planned for. The police department struggled during this period as the government couldn’t afford to give them any additional funds, which meant they were unable to recruit new officers. Not only did the police not get any additional funding from the government but they proceeded to lose money as a result of not being able to patrol events such as sports games as they postponed due to covid 19, this is where the police would create their additional income as it was a respectable opportunity to support the community whilst bringing in a revenue. In comparison to the 2010 budget cut police were worried that it would result in more violent crimes in view of there not being enough staff to patrol the streets (Dodd, 2020). Factors that the government have had to deal with within the police since the 2010 Coalition Government was 19% funding cut to the police led to 45,000 officers and staff being lost. Therefore, the consequences that occurred due to the lack of police officer were more knife crimes and homicide, this is the result from a lack of supervision and the oversight of stop and search which inevitably heightens the risk of weapons being used. Resulting in a far more serious crime then what it could have been if there had been a stop and searches in place (Dodd, 2019). However, since 2010 and onwards crime rates increased, it would appear that, due to the shortage in policing staff crime rates did increase especially around 2013. This could have been due to the police cuts and lack of funds, but other dimensions of austerity policies had a role to play in it, for example benefits which would have been decreased resulting in individuals from poor areas not receiving enough benefits to pay their bills and also local services not having the funding to support individuals (Draca & Langella, 2020). The outcome from cutting the police services funding made a huge impact on the public and the number of arrests they made. There have been fewer breathalysers’ tests and convictions for drug trafficking and possession since 2010, the particular reason for this circumstance is there purely not enough staff to attend each incident, therefore it is having a negative impact on the police which then results in crimes happening and going unnoticed. The police funding was not enough before the coalition government but after it was impossible to be able to do the things they needed to (BBC, 2018). Lower-level crimes had been put to the back of the cases, such as shoplifting, car crime and criminal damage, in a view of that they were not that serious and all that funding would be preserved for more serious crimes, which ensured such misconducts were attended with the correct amount of power. This illustrates that the police force is under a lot of pressure to deal with each incident, by prioritising the crime it gives them a chance to investigate and attend the more serious crimes. Despite the police service trying to preserve funds by prioritising higher level crimes, it resulted in an increase of petty crimes and violence as civilians were led to believe there was less chance of being apprehended and convicted than before the austerity.  (Dearden, 2018).  In spite of having no fundings for the police and high crime rates, the government have noticed the impact it has had on society and displayed that the police will receive a funding increase of up to £1.1 billion to be in place for 2022, it is to decrease the amount of crime happening and deliver safer streets for all. The funding package represents an inflation of 7% cash increase, meaning police will receive up to £16.9 billion in total in 2022/2023. This scheme is to deliver useful sources and to support the neighbourhoods to help victims and decrease the number of victims. In particular to reduce the number of homicides and violent crimes; to make sure everyone benefits from the support and feels safer in their own neighbourhood. Not only does it support the community, but it reduces the amount of pressure on the police as there will be more officers to specifically tackle serious crimes (Home officer, 2021).


Pandemic impact 
Since the 2010 coalition government the UK was starting to amend their government budget allowing the police to have more fundings in order to prevent crimes. However, in 2019 a global pandemic hit which resulted in another impact on the budget. Covid-19 left loads of businesses shut reducing the amount of funds they bring in. Fortunately, the Welsh government had emergency fundings worth £8 billion to combat covid. Although there where emergency funding due to the high level of the pandemic it ate away at the budget as they had to provide grants and loans to business which enabled them to stay afloat. Additionally, those who were put out of work also needed to be provided with furlough, this scheme enabled individuals and their families continue to pay their bills and afford to live. Learning from previous mistakes when it comes to budgeting the government had made sure that everyone had funding, which shows that they are serious about looking after the UK (Davies, 2021). In 2020/2021 the police and crime commissioner allocated over £11.2 millions of funding across South Wales to help support communities stay safe, resilient, and confident with the police services. Even though the pandemic is ongoing the police department still aims to reduce the crime rates and prevent anti-social behaviour. Due to the fundings they have resources there able to help and support the public by creating different campaigns such as youth support and violence prevention. This has allowed the public to feel safe and supported by their local police services. By having the funding, it allows the department to respond to calls and prevent crimes from happening (Michael, 2021). The financial challenge the police have faced over the last couples of years has been huge, it has resulted in a lot of stress and hard work. Since the Coalition Government 2010 the budget had been cut 32% yet they still manged to deliver over £0.6 Billion of social and economic benefits in South Wales in recent years. Enable to achieve this they focus on innovation, early intervention, working with other partners for action. Finally, after many years the police funding is stable enough to help solve and prevent crime and show the support safety to the public (Vaughan, 2021).



Reduction of funding
The impact of reduction to fundings has a negative impact not only on the police and other services but on individuals who are already struggle with money. The more deprived areas are the people who are getting burnt the most, it decreases the likelihood of them getting a job as there isn’t many places hiring due to not having the funds to employ people. This can then lead to struggling with rent and bills which could increase their chances of becoming homeless. Additionally, it can have a greater impact on building companies due to not being able to afford the materials and even people not being able to come up with the funds to build their own properties, this leads a huge dent in society and adds extra pressure on the people. Increased prices and cost of things can affect individual’s social lives or being able to go on public transport because of the cost can impact the vulnerable as they won’t be able to go out, this can lead to feelings of isolation and depression. An increase in the cost of living has a domino effect, and leaves everyone out of pocket (Bailey, 2015). Similarly, when it comes to the police department reductions in funding can put them under huge amounts of pressure due to them not being able to use the right resources and not being able to attend different calls. The areas where there are reductions in funding, which also lead to reduced staff members, the sale of property, businesses, and lands, and spending less on larger projects, such as IT issues, and making efficiency savings. By reducing all of these it causes more issues within the police as they have to work with little resources and reduced staff members, therefore they are not able to fulfil their duties in delivering public safety and giving the public the confidence, they need (Allen, 2019).


Conclusion 
To summarise, The Coalition Government 2010 damaged the fundings for business, services, individuals, and the police service department, it put a lot of strain on organisation due to the amount of funding that they cut back on. To get to the route of where money comes from, we explore taxation, by paying tax to the government it ensures our jobs. There are a few ways to pay tax, the main ones being taxation, insurance, and VAT. Everyone will pay these, but everyone will pay a different amount depending on which area and how much you earn (Tax Lab, 2021). The budget cut which was instated in 2010 impacted the whole of the UK, especially the police services. Due to the loss of staff, major funding cutbacks affecting technology and resources all resulted in making it harder to convict criminals and prevent crime. The notion of the budget cut was to reduce the amount of borrowing and spending everyone was doing. It was to tackle overpaying and to earn some of their money back (Bochel & Powel, 2016). It is clear that there was a massive deduction in policing staff, figures shows that 19% funding cut to the police led to 45,000 officers and staff losing their jobs. Therefore, as there were no police officer patrolling the streets it was easier for people to commit cries and harder for police to attend an incident quickly (Dodd, 2019). Nevertheless, the reduction in fundings had a massive impact on society and the police but they began to improve by hiring more staff bringing the cost of things down. Until in 2019 there was another huge global pandemic which destroyed many people’s business due to national lockdowns, however the government provided help and support with emergency fundings to ensure people didn’t struggle and that the police still have enough staff to help prevent crime and protect their community (Michael, 2021). To summarise, you can see from the identification and analysis of a range of factors that there has been a considerable impact upon the police services and their resources in the last 20 years or so; however as these have been clearly identified we can only hope for a boost in the economy which will ultimately reduce the impact of these budget cuts on our police force and the resources that they rely on to prevent crime. 
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