FAQ: Questions asked and responses given
[bookmark: _GoBack]How do you link theorists into the essay? 
Think less about 'theorists' and more about making reference to reading about whatever you are particularly discussing.  The reading you use will depend on what you are discussing but you should make sure you read about what you were actually teaching (e.g. if you were teaching number/shape/problem-solving/writing poetry/reading/phonics then you should read about those specific areas). You might discuss general learning theory at certain points if appropriate (e.g. if discussing peer interaction you might discuss social-constructivism or if discussing Foundation Phase pedagogy you might to refer to  general learning theory supporting this, or if discussing children's learning about number you might refer to models such as the 'Connections' model). Your discussion of next steps could be supported by reference to reading about effective teaching and learning. Using a range of reading (e.g. reading which might suggest slightly different viewpoints) would also allow you to show critical reflection.  
Is the conclusion the next steps? 
The assignment guidance suggests the last section should be 'Future Progress' so yes, the conclusion of the assignment is about discussing what you would do to ensure progress and supporting this with reference to reading.   
Are the appendices marked or is it to support the main body? 
Appendices are not marked but should be there to support the assignment.  Only use appendices that you actually refer to and put them in the order in which they are referred to.  The first appendix is likely to be the letter of permission which can be referred to in the appendix and then they should be in the order in which they are marked.  No extra marks will be given for a long appendix – it is about including things which can support what you say.   
Could we have a brief explanation of what to include in the ‘knowledge’ part of the ASK model? 
This is where you need to read about the ASK model.  Knowledge in the ASK model is what the children are learning (I.e. the actual language and mathematics).  Skills in the context of the ASK model refers to wider skills (I.e. not mathematics and language curriculum 'skills') such as emotional skills, social skills, physical skills. The ASK model is there to  support you in thinking about learning involving more than just 'what is being learned' as it will be influenced the learner's attitudes/resilience/motivation and also the learner's social, emotional, behavioural skills.  
Is the next steps basically setting targets for the children? 
The future progress section is more than setting targets.  It is about you showing you understand what you would need to do as a teacher to ensure the child makes further progress in what was being taught.  If, for example, the child shows weakness in spelling or number facts, you would need to do more than say that the child needs to improve spelling or number facts. You would need to say what you would do as a teacher to support this and that is where you can also use reading to support what you say. You might find that the learner needs encouragement to develop a more positive attitude to an aspect of what he/she is learning and then you would show you can recognise that to support progress you might need to do something to support  
How many curriculum skills (language and mathematics skills) do you need to discuss?  Should we discuss everything that was taught? 
You may need to be selective due to word count.  In language you will need to show awareness of oracy, reading and writing and your mathematics discussion should show awareness of the need for reasoning to be integrated into all mathematics.  However focus your discussion on the things you have most to say about.  If you taught several areas, it would be sensible to discuss those that may have been more challenging or that you spent the longest time teaching.  
 
Do we link mathematics and language or keep them separate in the main body of the essay? 
The guidance suggests you separate into language and mathematics sections. You might choose to make links where relevant but in the past most people have found it more manageable to separate into sections.  It will be your choice as a writer and the guidance is there as a suggestion only; as long as you address the requirements of the assignment (I.e. meet the title and address the criteria) it is your choice as to how you organise your writing.  
Where can we include outcomes/levels? 
If you relate any work to outcomes/levels then you could include annotation in the appendix (where relevant) and might make reference, in the assignment, to a piece of work indicating a particular aspect of an outcome/level.  Reference to outcomes/levels is one way of considering a learner's work and relates to considering work in relation to national expectations.  
What would you recommend the minimum amount of pieces of work to be? For both the English and maths parts? 
There is no minimum as it will depend on the situation.  You might find one or two pieces of work tell you a lot and therefore may just choose to focus on using those. This will be where you have to be selective. It will very much depend on individual circumstances.  
How can we avoid describing to analyse more effectively? Sut allwn ni osgoi disgrifio er mwyn dadansoddi yn fwy effeithiol? 
In this assignment, analysis is about being able to identify key themes or patterns and then being able to consider those in relation to reading and possibly from different perspectives.  By identifying key themes in skills, knowledge and attitude in relation to language and mathematics and then considering these in relation to reading, you will be showing analysis and will not be describing. Think about what key themes you might discuss if you were telling someone else about the learning in language and mathematics and this might support you in trying to be analytical.  By supporting key points with reference to appropriate reading you should be able to demonstrate analytical skills.   
How much writing is expected to be from the ASK? Is that the majority of writing or just short statements in relation to what we are discussing? 
The ASK model is suggested as a model to support you in thinking about learning language and mathematics being more than just the language and the mathematics so it is suggested as a model to support your thinking.  In the assignment you need to show that you understand learning language and mathematics relates to wider skills (social, emotional etc.) and attitudes (resilience, motivation etc.) You should show understanding of the ASK model by applying it to your analysis but should not use a lot of words writing about the model itself. Similarly you may not need necessarily to give equal weighting to each aspect of the ASK model within the assignment as it will depend what you may have to say.  For example, you might find the learner demonstrates a positive attitude to some aspects of language/mathematics but a less positive attitude in other aspects and so that could be acknowledged and reflected on and it in this way you would be considering 'attitude'. 
Are we using the ASK model to make up the layout of the essay? Could we write the essay with sections/ subheadings using the ASK model? 
You can decide whether you want to use the ASK aspects as sub-headings if you wish or whether you want to interweave 'attitudes', 'knowledge' and 'skills' where relevant.  Plot what you might say within different sections and see which you feel works best.  Successful assignments in the past years have used either approach.  
Are we to talk only about the pupil or can we talk about the subjects/topics as a whole too? 
You analyse the learning of the particular aspects of language and mathematics being learned by the learner. Other subjects are less likely to come into the assignment unless you might be talking about literacy and numeracy in another area of the curriculum if this is relevant to the discussion.  
Could we include the child's behaviour in the essay with the attitude section? 
Behaviour might impact on learning and might relate to attitude or 'wider skills'. This will very much depend on whether it is relevant within a particular situation.   
Can we use our RAG tracking forms in our appendix? 
Yes provided they are anonymised.  
Would you recommend 'Future Progress' discussion at the end of the essay or at the end of each section? 
You can make that decision.  The guidance suggests a 'Future Progress' section which incorporates both language and mathematics but you might decide to have one 'Future Progress' section for language and one for mathematics – you can make that choice as a writer depending on what you are going to say.  
A oes hawl i ni ddefnyddio esiamplau gwaith Saesneg?  In Welsh medium schools, can we discuss examples of English learning? 
Yes you can if this is relevant and if it relates to the learning of language.  

