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Hello, my name is Danny Rees; My student number is 2501119 and today I will be talking to you about how Friederich Froebel's theories and ideas are used in a reception classroom, demonstrating learning theories and how they can support effective teaching and learning.
So, an introduction to Foebel, he was a pedagogue pioneer, meaning he studied education and was an important figure in new ideas regarding teaching. He lived between 1782 and 1852 in Germany, and he advocated for outdoor learning and its benefit (State University USA, 2026).
His idea is that children had unique needs and capabilities shaped his theories and the foundations of modern education (the International Foebel Society, 2025). He valued the role of parents and peers, recognising their importance in a child's growth (The Foebel Trust 2026).
He understood how different parental styles and views can shape a child and how either clashing or similar views shared by children can impact the teaching space.
So, kindergarten then. Froebel created the first kindergarten, which directly translates to children's garden in German, for children to learn through play and exploration.
He designed his kindergartens to promote age-appropriate learning in a way that is child-led in a way that child-led learning can still be achieved (Froebel Trust 2026). Today, his concept of kindergarten is visible throughout reception classrooms in the UK, as teachers encourage their students to explore activities within the classroom, sparking their curiosity and creativity through hands-on learning (Wonderspaces, 2024).
So how did Froebel's kindergarten- How is Froebel’s kindergarten seen in modern education? Okay.
Many younger years settings, both the use of indoor classrooms and outdoor areas, are used to teach children about the world.
Teachers also set up numerous age-appropriate activities such as building, reading, pretend play and artistic activities like drawing, colouring and painting prior to the start of lesson time, for children to explore themselves, encouraging child-led learning.
Early years educators are also known as facilitators rather than teachers for children in Frobel's theories, meaning the children are allowed to explore and figure out activities by themselves or with peers, only receiving support from their teachers when asked (P. Bilton, 2010). This is from the 3rd edition of the book, Outdoor Learning in the Early Years, Management and Innovation.
So, Froebel’s gifts.
Froebel’s gifts were specific toys designed to teach children about the processes of the world around them, helping them learn through sensory play (J. Wynette 2021).
These gifts were designed with open-ended play in mind, meaning children could use their own imagination when exploring these toys. The different stages also provided children with different sensory experiences as they progress, with wool and cotton helping children to experience soft senses were changed to 3D wooden blocks, helping children understand depth before reaching vinyl or plastic discs to dissemble 2D objects.
The way in which children play with these gifts can also give educators an insight into how the child learns best and how their mind understands and processes information from the world around them (University of Rockhampton, 2013).
 These toys are often found in many early-years settings, with teachers and staff encouraging children to explore them independently or with peers, giving them autonomy to make their own decision in education where appropriate.
Froebel also was a strong believer in child-led learning. Froebel believed that children are naturally creative and capable learners who are curious of the world around them. He emphasises A holistic approach, looking at the spiritual, physical and social development of the child so they can learn (Froebel Trust, 2026).
His goal with kindergarten is to create well-rounded and confident children who care for and respect their environment. This is shown in his value for outdoor learning and encouraging children to play outside with each other (Helpfulprofessor.com 2024). This is seen in reception education through teachers allowing children to partake in one of the many activities in the classroom, allowing them to explore them to the best of their abilities, offering support with tasks and understanding content only when asked to by the student.
Learning to play.
Froebel places a lot of value on learning through play, being quoted as saying, play is the highest expression of human development in childhood (Froebel Trust, 2026). Role-play and storytelling is vital for children to learn about and represent aspects of their life.
This mindset is used today with use of story time, where teachers will read a story to the class before engaging in a group discussion with the children and allow them to verbally process and understand the story while learning social skills like listening and turn taking. This builds confidence in the children's ability to speak and understand language.
It is also seen through group role play both in the classroom and on the schoolyard during lunch and break time.
This idea that learning through play is important and valuable is not exclusive to Froebel. It is a shared view of many education theorists like Piaget, Vygotsky and Montessori, whose work is heavily influenced by Froebel's earlier work
So, the importance of nature then. Froebel sees that outdoor learning is important for children to understand the interrelationships of the world of the living world and ensures they grow up to respect the planet. This means that children can learn about and understand the different ways in which things are connected in the world.
He advocated for children to be exposed to all forms of nature, allowing them to experience energy, sound and colour of the outside world (Froebel Trust 2025). An outdoor space gives children the freedom to explore and play in a less enclosed space, giving them the opportunity to experience different ideas when it comes to using their imagination in a way that a classroom setting may not be able to facilitate.
Froebel's original kindergarten was an outdoor space as he stressed the importance of nature in a child's development.
So, there are some similarities and differences between different theorists. Some similarities include Piaget, Vygotsky, Montessori and Dewey all sharing the same view of as Robel valuing child-led learning. This is seen from the (US Department of Education 2022), (Spring in Nature 2025), the (Montessori Foundation 2023) and (Oxford Academic in 2021).
Both Montessori and Froebel value the importance of sensory-centred toys in for children's development (Digital Learning Innovations 2024).
However, unlike Fobel, Skinner believes in positive and negative reinforcement, teaching children that certain behaviour and ways of processing information is either correct or incorrect. However, in his time, he saw it as valuable and invaluable (Harvard University, 2026).
Froebel prefers to encourage children to think for themselves rather than training them to think like the teachers want them to, giving them the autonomy and confidence they need to grow for themselves.
Thank you very much. These are my references.
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