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	For completion by the first marker:

Comments:
This dissertation is an investigation into the cultural role that Saturn plays in the contemporary communities of astrologers. It undertakes this research using a historical and literature approach combined with ethnographic and auto-ethnographic material. It makes the case that given that previous research suggests that from 25% to 75% of the western population have some involvement with astrology that the astrological use of Saturn has relevance for broader studies of contemporary culture.   
The structure of the dissertation is well defined. The methodology section is sound as it explores the strengths and weakness of both auto-ethnography and general qualitative research methods. The literature review explores the notion of a stereotypes, the role of mythology, and the morphing of this mythology into Jungian archetypes. Additionally, the dissertation presents a case for the cultural sensitivity of the portrayal of the astrological Saturn through history and shows how this role has been altered in the twentieth century. In particular, the literature review concluded with the theme of rites of passage which is carried as a theme into the research. 
The work then moves into reporting and discussing the field work which is blended with the student’s own personal reflections as an astrologer. This allows the student to explore personally what being born in the sign of Capricorn imposed on her outlook and life view.  The field work is well reported with the dissertation weaving personal auto-ethnographic material with that of the voices of her field work while managing to maintain a balance between being an insider to astrology while at the same time maintaining the objectivity of a qualitative researcher.    The result of this reveals a view of astrology that is culturally sensitive and shifting in expression depending on the needs of society. One example of this cultural sensitivity is that the field work revealed the emergence of the image of astrological Saturn shifting from its traditional masculine role to that of being considered feminine.  
There are minor issues in the work with some citations being incorrect, for example on page 32 Terrence Deacon is cited several times but all the citations were to Hogenson, who was citing Deacon. Without actually citing Deacon’s work directly one only has Hogenson’s opinion that Deacon really is contesting Jung’s idea of archetypes.  Additionally, the section on the history of astrology distracted from the main quality of the paper for the dissertation did not need to establish the antiquity of the subject. All that was required here was to establish, through a few sentences with citations, the roots of the subject, a point supported by an exploration of the historical meanings of Saturn. This would have allowed greater word space for an expansion of the discussion on cultural and rites of passage.  

These criticisms are, however, minor.   

Generally, what this dissertation presents is a window into a contemporary community through the very particular lens of Saturn. It shows that this community has maintained tradition dating back to the Mesopotamian and the Hellenistic period and suggests that this practice is culturally sensitive while maintaining a loyalty to its roots.  

This is a most insightful and original piece of the work is the fresh comment on the role of astrology in modern society. The argument presented is that the modern addition – since the 1940s -  within the astrological community of the use of the orbit of Saturn provide a ‘rite of passage’. From this adoption of a rite of passage the student argues that the lifestyle of the astrologer is a form of enchantment.  It is hoped that the student may pursue this line of argument. Historically, as the dissertation presents, the rites of passage of the Saturn ‘return’ were adopted into common astrological practice in the post-World War II period. This opens up the possibility of future research around the link between the social upheaval of the post WWII period, the cultural need for a return to a simpler les destructive ‘rite of passage’ and what appears to be an astrological response to that need.  
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:
This dissertation is an engaging account of contemporary astrologers’ relationships with Saturn and the zodiacal sign of Capricorn over which the planet has rulership in astrological terms.  It is engaging in that it is rooted in the writer’s personal involvement with the subject matter, an involvement which is explored auto-ethnographically.  The study draws additionally on ethnographic data collected by the author, backed up by references to historical and contemporary literature as secondary and primary sources, to produce a personally and scholarly informed account of a specific aspect of current astrological practice. Well done!

     You open your paper with an account of your own negative reaction, as a young person, to the female Capricorn stereotype depicted by sun-sign commentators such as Linda Goodman.  This forms a charming introduction to the subject matter.

     Your Methodology chapter is wide-ranging, encompassing a consideration of the utility of auto-ethnography given your own declared identity as a practising astrologer and thus an ‘insider’ relative to your field of enquiry.  You extend your review of auto-ethnography to report on literature which charts the strengths and weaknesses of qualitative research in general before relating the details of your own data collecting exercises for the purpose of this project.  As one of these was web-based, you include a review of the literature which considers the relatively new phenomenon of online research.

     Your brief review of the history of astrology focusses on the influence upon a few of the key astrological thinkers of psychology and the Jungian archetypes which are relevant to the particular focus of your study.  The literature review explores these areas further, considering stereotyping as a notion and illustrating its astrological application with citations from historical and contemporary astrological literature as well as contemporary fiction.  You further discuss the relevance of mythology, allegory, van Gennep’s rites of passage and cultural memory to the current astrological notions you have observed in the field; most interestingly, you observe that inherited images are being updated by contemporary practitioners, particularly to introduce the feminine into the traditionally male-dominated Saturnian imagery.  Of particular note is your suggestion that the contemporary use of the Saturn Return by astrologers can be considered in the light of a rite of passage as well as a potential source of enchantment in Weberian terms. 

     You have successfully negotiated the wealth of material relevant to your study and you have written an authoritative study which draws sensitively on a wide range of literature and has been a pleasure to read!  Inevitably, different editorial choices could have been made to comply with the stringent word count.  I hope that you will develop your research in the direction of the astrological rite of passage and source of postmodern enchantment.  Also of interest for further consideration is the notion of a collective astrological memory (the work of Maurice Halbwachs, as originator of the concept of ‘collective memory’ would be of relevance here).
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