Explain the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in the exercise of justice.
Zita assignment 2
The United Kingdom legal system is a very well structured and independent compliance with the rule of law, English common law is a clear, fair, and predictable it wants the best outcome for everyone involved in different situations whether that is for sentencing or keeping the communities and public safe. The UK is one of the most of systems with it being so fair with different ways of dealing with problems in such a professional way, such as voting in parliament it comes down to the decision made by the people in those four walls with such diversity and opinions that the outcome does not get overlooked or even judged as the decision made will be final.
A magistrate is a civil officer or lay judge who administers the law, especially one who conducts a court that deals with minor offenses and holds preliminary hearings for more serious ones this is the legal dictionary definition (2022) in the definition they are often to referred to as a lay person this would mean that they are volunteer, with no previous legal experience Magistrates are volunteers with no previous legal experience, who come from all levels of society. They make vital decisions on a variety of cases in the criminal court and family court this was said by the ministry of justice (2022). To build on this point they do this to every time as they want people from diverse backgrounds this shows that the system is exceptionally reliable and fair to who it may be prosecuting. It also shows how much legal experience they must have with such little experience it shows they have to think on how much they got told and what thoughts they have, it shows that the system puts trust in who they think will produce the best outcome for who is involved.
A discussion talked about in the United Kingdom is half of the magistrate courts in England and Wales have been shut since 2010, the uproar of people that are concerned about this issue has been staggering, it has caused so much controversy over people, communities, and higher power. People have taken to many social media platforms and complain about this issue with such as community groups with lot of opinions on the issues raised to the fact that they have travel at least 50 miles to the nearest magistrate court to them, when the issue arose people must be thinking about how they could travel even that far without thinking about petrol prices but the fact that some people don’t even have licences. Residents of Stay little in Wales have a 1 hour and 50 minute car journey (74 miles) to Caernarfon criminal justice centre, the designated “receiving site” for Dolgellau magistrates court, which closed in 2017-18. The real statistics found by Bowcott (2010) is Since the coalition government came to power in 2010, 162 of the 323 magistrates' courts in England and Wales have shut – a loss of 50.2% of the estate. With these statistics causing such meaningful back roar from the public the issues were raised but were kept the same however more increasing with the fact they have taken more Aswell. 
[bookmark: _Int_ThZqEu4F][bookmark: _Int_zRd6Ds7H]A magistrate mainly responsible for hearing summary offences, these are basically minor offences that do not require a full day in court and want to be caught to immediately with the correct decision. They have still broken the law however they are not as serious as other crimes so examples of this are common assault, criminal damage, and motoring offences. 95% of court cases when dealt with a magistrate will start and end there because usually do have the correct and simpler outcomes. However when looking at research it shows that not many cases have been done as when lockdown took control the backlog of cases were very high and caused a lot of people having to wait, At the end of September 2022, there were 347,820 outstanding cases in magistrates’ courts, which was lower than the peak of around 422,000 cases in mid-2020. These statistics were published by Sturgess (2022). Magistrates are a particularly important and responsible, they must listen carefully to all evidence given in court and follow a structured decision-making process.
[bookmark: _Int_CUWNqrlZ]Characteristics are an extremely specific part of the position of a magistrate it comes with huge responsibility and ridiculously challenging work with ultimate decision making in a line of work that requires the upmost attention. It takes good character to take on the role of a magistrate, it comes down to a person's core values and motivation for acting as they do but, in a courthouse, they must have important virtues that promote good behaviour. Understanding the situation and excellent communication skills to come into play with a magistrate when making a decision about someone's future or outcome. However they do take into account about peoples mental health or the living conditions and situations this shows that they do have a bit of compassion but do want the best outcome for everyone involved, they believe that everyone does deserve a second chance and not a bad reputation this does show how much they care about the legal system and who is a apart of it. Ultimately though it does come down to commitment and reliability, in terms of the specific requirements, you will need to be 18 to 74 years old and of good character with sound judgement. commitment to the role and whether there is any reason that your appointment would impact public trust in the magistracy, this was the government website (2023) showing in the job application and talking about the job how important it is that a magistrate isn't just a job it is a huge commitment to not just the community but to the legal system.
[bookmark: _Int_97C6fsPw][bookmark: _Int_9qEXhK3m]Advantages and disadvantages, with these differences and similarities to talk about comes the pros and cons of magistrates, there are many advantages to with being a magistrate like the point of being so involved in the case coming from the public's opinion, otherwise known as lay involvement. To build on this is the point of local knowledge which presents their own knowledge of the area and the environment that the individual could be in, they take into account of the community concerns and the interests represented. With the amount of people applying to be a magistrate coming from many diverse backgrounds, it helps to come into a court room with such a balanced view of people with different opinions but also with a bench of three people it gives a balanced view of the case being questioned. Ultimately it comes down to the cost, which is a huge benefit, they are volunteers therefore relatively cheap although take longer than a professional judge as it takes time for them to produce a decision. On the other hand, there are some disadvantages to the side of a magistrate, the main concern is that they are not consistent with decisions and produce them very slowly, however with a more experienced judge would produce the decision more quickly. With the amount of people applying to be a magistrate it comes down to the communities with the harsher backgrounds and the seeing their own police in their areas they could be bias towards them; they could be more sympathetic towards them as they get to know them better and maybe even provide evidence for them. The biggest downside for a magistrate concern that they are not represented, similar critics are linked with the judiciary being from middle class and professional backgrounds.  
To conclude to be a magistrate is a very prestigious and well committed individual, they should follow rational thinking and exceptionally good problem solving but they also come with the benefit that have characteristics such as compassion and reliability that some professional judges do not apply. There are many debates about whether a magistrates should have so much power with such little experience but with the number of advantages outweighing the disadvantages it comes with statistics, there were 1,011 new appointments of the new appointments, 6% were under the age of 30 and a further 12.5% were aged 30-39. The diversity in the job is only one of the positives so come from the debate about magistrates but the there are many advantages and disadvantages with them but the good tends to outweigh the bad.
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