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Stop and search is used by the Police service in order to find any potential illegal items on a person, these items can range from stolen property, drugs or weapons. Stop and search is primarily used on individuals, who have been seen or reported doing suspicious activities. These suspicions can involve a person portraying the qualities of being on a narcotic such as Cannabis or Heroin. Another suspicious activity that could warrant a search can also involve an individual appearing to hide something in a sharp manner when police arrive. An example of this is when individual hides a bag in a drain. Hiding an item quickly on their person can also be justifiable grounds for a search. However, it should be noted that stop and search has been considered controversial, this is due to the public and news reports stating that minority groups and the vulnerable are primary targets for stop and search. 

The rules of stop and search exist mainly to ensure that a police officer does not cause any misconduct when searching a suspect, or their vehicle. One rule that all officers must follow when preparing for a stop and search is having the justified grounds to do so, one such justification is suspicious activity, suspicious activity can range from drugs or strange behaviour.  The reason that justification for stop and search has to be considered, is to ensure that the officer meets the criteria required for the search, otherwise they may commit a common assault on their suspect leading to misconduct. Officers conducting a stop and search on a suspect must ensure that they act in a professional manner when speaking to them, or any members of the public who seek to ask questions, and when an officer is conducting the search. Police officers must ensure that they are doing so discreetly as to avoid making the situation violent. A Police officer has the power to handcuff a suspect before or in the middle of the stop and search, the officer must have justification to use handcuffs on the suspect, two examples of this is when the suspect is being verbally aggressive to an officer or a member of the public, which could potentially lead to the suspect becoming physically aggressive.  Secondly if a person has been resisting the search by ignoring them then officers can handcuff the suspect, if the officer has the full belief that the suspects have a weapon on their person, then the officer has the full right to handcuff the suspect and then conduct the search as to avoid any danger when doing so.   (Wood ‘et al. 2021)
When conducting a stop and search the officer can only search the outer pockets of the suspect and may ask the suspect if they can take off their jacket in order to check their shirt collar and pockets. The officer may also search the suspects shoes and socks as well as gloves for any concealed items, it should be stated that if additional clothing is to be removed then the officer must move the suspect away from public view.  Police officers cannot make the suspect take off any additional clothes by force in public, and if needed then the officer would need to take the suspect to a police station to perform a strip search. (Wood ’et al. 2021) Police community support officers are also able to conduct stop and searches on people, however PCSO have limited powers meaning that they can only search people for alcohol and tobacco they will also need consent from the individual. (Bedfordshire police’ No Date)
Stop and searches in some cases can lead to the suspect being brought to the station for an extensive search, the reasons for these types of searches can be due to the suspect not cooperating with the police or if the officer finds an illegal item on the suspect. When an officer detains an offender, they must note everything that happened when interacting with them, this information can stem from what was said and what happened. The officer must also inform the custody officer of what the happened, for example if the offender was violent and if the officer had to use any force when detaining the offender. Section 54 of the PACE act also allows custody officers to conduct searches of detainees if they believe that the detained has an item that could cause harm or could be used to escape, it should also be stated that the offenders belt and shoes will be removed when detained in order to keep the offender and other officers safe. (College of Policing. No date)
Under the Road Traffic Act of 1988, a police officer in full uniform and on duty will have the power to pull over a vehicle without suspicion nor authorisation. This allows officers to perform registration checks on the driver of the vehicle to ensure that the vehicle belongs to them, this helps ensure that they have both insured the vehicle and possess a licence in order to drive the vehicle. (Wood ‘er al. 2021) Under section 23 Misuse of Drugs act 1971, police officer may search a suspect and their vehicle is they suspect them of hiding any illegal narcotics. These suspicions can be due to the suspect smelling like cannabis, or how they behave when interacting with a police officer. (Walker 2017)  
Section 44 of the terrorism act gives the police the ability to conduct stop and search in specific areas with no reasonable grounds. This section applies when a terror attack has happened in the local area or if there is a known terrorist in the area. lastly this can also take effect if the area has been flagged as a red zone for an imminent terrorist attack. (Theil 2009)
An example of stop and search in action is when a drug dealer in Cardiff was found selling drugs in the local student area. This ended up with the police finding up to £8740 worth of drugs within his house consisting of magic mushrooms, ketamine and cocaine. When being stopped and searched the police found many prescription drugs worth up to £200, these drugs ranged from painkillers, oxycontin and alprazolam. The offender is now currently being sentenced.  This has led to less drugs from being sold in the local area thanks to the search taking place. (Lewis. 2021) Another example of stop and search is when a drug dealer was searched in Macclesfield, the reason for him being searched was due to the man conversing with known drug addicts, as well as acting suspiciously while doing so. After the suspect was stopped and searched it was found that he had a small amount of cannabis in his pockets and two mobile phones. He was also found out to be supplying crack cocaine and heroin in the local area leading to him being convicted of two counts of concerned in the supply of class A drugs as well as Possession of Class B drugs. (Cheshire Constabulary. 2021)
An example of stop and search being conducted on a vehicle is when police pulled over a suspect with 6 passengers in West Mercia under suspicion that the driver was driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol however, it was found that the driver whilst being stopped and searched did not have a license nor did he have insurance, the vehicle also contained bags of a cannabis. the car would be seized by the police and the offender arrested for driving without a licence or insurance and would also be arrested for the possession of an illegal drug. (Thomas. 2021) a second example of a stop and search being conducted on a vehicle is when the police pulled over a 21 year who was found in possession of class B and class C drugs. The driver was also found with a variety of bladed weapons and a baseball bat. The suspect was arrested for suspicion of possessing deadly weapons, and possessing illegal drugs. (Clark 2020) 
Police officers in some cases will encounter people who cooperate with a stop and search despite carrying an illegal item on them. One such example of this was when Merseyside police detained a teenage due to him appearing to avoid officers when riding on his bike, when the officer detained the teenager, he admitted to having a black painted BB gun imitating a real firearm. The police after searching him also found a kitchen knife leading to the teenager being arrested for an imitated firearm, and suspicion of a bladed weapon. (Merseyside Police 2021)

When a suspect has been asked questions by a police officer such as what are you doing? The suspect will have a choice if they wish to stay and answer and will not be searched providing the officer has not the grounds to do so. If the suspect is searched, they may ask why they are being searched and if they have done anything to warrant the search. The suspect will also have the right to know the officers badge number and what station they work for. they may also ask what the officers are intending to find on their person. (East Cambridge District council No date) The suspect may also decline to be searched however this is likely to warrant the officer to bring the suspect back to the station for a strip search. Lastly the suspect may also request that the officer provides them a record of the search either in that moment or whenever possible. (Gov.UK No Date) 
if the suspect is transgender then they may request that they be searched by a gender they themselves identify with, the transgender may also request that they be called specific gender pronouns such as he, she or other. If these requests are not met the suspect may put a complaint through as this goes against their human rights. People who have disabilities will also have their own rights when being searched such as, if the disabled individual were partially deaf the officers would have to speak carefully to ensure that the suspect understands what the officer is saying. (West Yorkshire Police 2019) 

The benefits of stop and search may not be obvious, but there are a lot of reasons why it is used by all forces across the United Kingdom. Drugs is one major reason for stop and search as a stop and search has the potential to find offenders who have the intent to supply drugs illegally, this of course allows the police to prevent drugs being sold on the street which can decrease funds being made by violent gangs in local communities deterring street crime. (Cheshire Constabulary 2021) 
Stop and search also has the potential to prevent terror attacks from taking place, if an officer meets the justification to search under the terrorist act 2000 then the police officer could potentially find an item fitting that of a terrorist, such as a deadly weapon or a bomb. With such a search being conducted by a police officer it could lead to many civilians and public service workers being saved and lead to less strain on the services leading to less fear for the people in the country. (Wood ‘et al. 2021. P.184)  
Stop and search also benefits local communities with high crime rates as this methods act as a form of deterrence for an offender when they are planning to commit a crime, the reason for this is when there is less of a police presence in a community it will lead to further crime rates such as dealing drugs, or armed offenses however when there is a larger police presence and stop and search increases in high crime communities, it may lead to offenders considering their options and avoiding the risks of carrying illegal items into communities or committing any other form offenses. It should also be noted that this does not often lead to major decreases in crime, but it does have some benefits when deterring high crime communities. (Tiratelli, Quinton, Bradford 2018)

Stop and search unfortunately is not full of benefits as many people feel that it violates their human rights, this is due to the search invading their personal space in turn, this can lead to social unrest in some communities. Stop and search has also led to public outcry due to the majority of these searches mostly involving minority groups like young black people, who are 8 to 9 times more likely to be searched than a young white person, this of course has led to many communities questioning of whether these officers are conducting these searches responsibility or with bias. (Simon 2019) 
Evidence also suggests that a big portion of people in England and Wales have some form of dislike of the stop and search process, this is due to 39 percent of the people in the survey stating that the process of stop and search is being done incorrectly, while 10 percent thought it was an unnecessary power to give to the police, however it must be stated that the majority of people who disapproved were between the ages of 18 to 24 and were often apart of a minority group. (Dearden. 2021. P78) A negative that commonly angers the public on stop and search is the media, the reason that the media increases the publics disapproval of the power is due to the majority of reports and articles containing mainly negative information this police power, such examples of this can be an article stating that officers falsely search people who are doing innocent activities such as two black men fist pumping, which can lead the public thinking the entire police service is racist or inept at their jobs leading to many negative outcomes for the services reputation. (Dodd 2020) 
Many people in England and Wales also feel that the police misuse their powers, for example section 60 which allows the police to conduct stop and search without reasonable ground if the area has a spike in crime or is imminent for a terror attack. The reason people feel that this power is abused is due to the police conducting more stop and searches on minority groups as well as some people being aggressively searched with no courtesy or care, people also dislike how some searches go without being recorded by the police, one such example being a father who went to the police station to complain about his son being aggressively searched found that the search was never recorded by the officer. (Townsend 2019) A negative that many members of the public believe is that stop and search is simply not effective at preventing crime nor do they believe it is effective at arrests. This conclusion is due to the fact that only 4% of stop and searches lead to arrests meaning that people being stopped is a waste of time. Unfortunately, the public fails to see that stop and search is not made to arrest people but is instead made to simply prevent people from possessing items that are considered illegal. (Swann 2021)

In conclusion, stop and search despite being controversial due to racial matters is still an effective method used by the police in an effort to find illegal items on suspects as well as lowering crime in areas that it is most commonly used.
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