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WHAT MOTIVATES GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS TO ENGAGE IN ACTS OF TERRORISM?
INTRODUCTION
Terrorism has become the threat in the changing world. Terrorism can be defined as the act of killing innocent individuals by a group of terrorist with the intention of creating fear and panic among the people of the nation (Malini, 2018). The individuals who commit the act of terrorism without showing any sympathy for the victims are known as terrorist. The terrorist activities aims to destroy governments, individuals, and organisations. Terrorist do not conduct their activities without any peculiar reason making it relevant to know what motivates individuals to engage in terrorism activities. Researches have been conducted over the years to know why extremism and terrorism is on the rise. According to the 3N model, there are three major drivers of people joining terrorist groups and thus need, narrative and network (Lobato et al., 2020). This report will discuss what motivates groups or individuals to engage in acts of terrorism with the help of specific incidents and examples.
Firstly, individuals and groups engage in acts of terrorism to satisfy their basic needs. Kruglanski et al., (2018) indicated that one of the reasons why people join terrorist groups is to satisfy their basic needs such as the need to feel valued and respected by others. In satisfying individual’s basic needs, instances such as hardship, failures, and rejections paves the way for people to join the violent group as they think that will give them access to their basic needs. An instance is the case of Nidal Hasan, a lone terrorist Ft. the hood shooting. Research was conducted to find the link to Awlaki on Hasan’s alleged motivations for joining the terrorist group and committing crime (Reid Meloy & Yakeley, 2014). The research found that personal grievance against the military for sending him to fight in a war he morally disagreed with, as well as sadness and rage over fellow soldiers' harassment and discrimination against religion (Reid Meloy & Yakeley, 2014). The first reason is that, in order for people to rediscover a sense of purpose, groups may emphasize the significance of group objectives. Secondly, this kind of organization could give people precise instructions on what to do in pointless circumstances. In this way, those who have suffered a great loss could feel as though they are unsure of how to continue being a meaningful person.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Secondly, individuals and groups engage in acts of terrorism to satisfy their narratives. There are factors such as personal failures, interpersonal rejections, individual grievances, and social alienation which induce a loss of personal significance which is linked to loss of a compelling life narrative and a sense of purpose. In order for the individual to restore the narrative, they tend to join groups that offer a sense of purpose which is in line with their feelings of solidarity (Bélanger et al., 2019). These groups in turn reward them by addressing their basic needs and changing the narratives for them to be respected by others. Therefore, through joining the terrorist group, the individual establish a new narrative that gives their life a meaning and can also experience social benefits as being part of a network of people. Groups such as terrorist groups does not act anyhow based on their feelings but they seek for each other’s welfare by becoming violent (Hardin and Higgins, 1996). In events where people are pushed to an extent that they have limited control of their will power and begins to question their existence, the only source of defense for such individuals is vengeance against their enemies (Kruglanski and Orehek, 2011). Although, violence is not the final resort one must always hearken to but they come to recognize that as the most acceptable form of defense mechanism due to their affiliation with terrorist to change their narrative (Bélanger et al., 2019). 
For instance, there was a case where a British army soldier Lee Rigby was hit by a car and killed with knives and a meat cleaver by two men in Southeast London on May 20, 2013 (Greenwald, 2013). This attack sparked a lot of debates which some people related it to politics yet the act was justified by the accused saying “This British soldier is an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth” (Greenwald, 2013). Due to how the act of terrorism was handled, two years after the incident Zach Davies attacked Dr. Sarandev with a machete and a claw hammer causing him life injuries. Upon the arrest of Zach to realize his aim of causing such harm to Sarandev, he noted that he did that to avenge the death of Lee Rigby and his inspiration came from right wing ideologies and infamous Islamic extremist Jihadi John (Morris, 2015). This act shows that Zach committed this crime as a way to satisfy personal significance as he believed that vengeance was to be served but it was not served as he was expecting it thereby leaving him with no option than to seek for vengeance.
Thirdly, individuals and groups engage in acts of terrorism because of identity fusion or to develop their visceral sense of connection with the violent group (Swann et al., 2012). Terrorist groups have reached a level that put its members in a state that they are willing to fight to the extent of dying for the group. According to Gómez et al., (2020) identity fusion research indicated that fusion is the predictor of one putting himself in such extreme act. Whitehouse et al., (2017) and Swann et al., (2020) researched and found that two mechanisms are the causes of fusion in a group and that’s shared experiences amongst themselves and shared values. The possibility that people could even fuse with groups they do not (yet) belong to and have no prior association with is particularly interesting in this case. This could happen if they feel that their personal beliefs are being violated by the unfair treatment they have experienced as an outgroup (Kunst et al., 2018). Fusion with a group has been observed in a number of groups, including the Northern Irish loyalist and republican paramilitaries (Ferguson and McAuley, 2020), the Peshmerga, the Iraqi army Kurds, and Arab Sunni Militia (Gómez et al., 2017). Pakistani participants supporting the Kashmiri cause (Pretus et al., 2019), captured ISIS fighters (Gómez et al., 2017), and Libyan insurgents fighting the Gaddafi regime (Whitehouse et al., 2014).
Fourthly, individuals and groups engage in acts of terrorism for religious identity development and defense of Islam. Scull et al., (2020) conducted a qualitative research in Kuwait to explain why people join terrorist groups such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda. The researchers interviewed the prison inmates who had a trace from these terrorist groups to ascertain the reason why they joined the groups. It was found that religious identity development, personal connections, propaganda, defense of Islam, and social marginalization were the reasons why people joined the terrorist groups (Scull et al., 2020). According to social identity theory, taking on meaningful roles assigned by the group can also help individuals feel better about themselves. After people join the group, the leaders will persuade them to embrace a violent worldview. The leaders will try to persuade the members of the group that using violence to accomplish sacred group objectives and targeting only that specific group is justified.
Furthermore, individuals and groups engage in acts of terrorism because of internalization. Internalization is the act of accepting an idea, opinion, and belief so that it becomes a part of one’s character (Berger, 2015). There issue of joining the terrorist group due to internalization begins from adolescent to adulthood. When a person is drawn to a terrorist organization because it aligns with personal traits like identities, beliefs, narratives, needs, grievances, or background features, this is known as internalization. It encompasses a wide range of motivations, such as the desire for status, power, and heroism (Kruglanski et al., 2019), forming strong interpersonal relationships (Gómez et al., 2019), and supporting causes that hold great personal significance. 
There are some individuals that are raised in a society or have had access to some violent scenes and they have harbored that characters in them (Berger, 2015). They then wish to always join people who possess the characters and act the way he or she has been seeing all along. This makes it easy for them to join the groups when availability comes. There are a lot of pathways for internalization including relational identity which comes as a reason when one faces disappointment with close family which affects the individual’s relational ties, feelings of isolation, exclusions and broken home (Gomez et al., 2021). For example, Gomez et al., (2021) conducted a study to analyze life stories of 21 Islamic terrorist who at some point in their lives were part of a Jihadist group. 
The groups analyzed ISIS, and Al-Qaeda who are worldwide recognized. Some researchers indicated that factors such as age, education, geographical location, and economic conditions puts one in the way of joining violent groups (Malini, 2018). However, it is not always the case in the lives of terrorist. In the study by Gomez et al., (2021), most of the participants were Europeans and most of the reasons for them engaging in acts of terrorism were mostly sub-pathways of internalization. One participant in the study stated that he was in a broken home and one of his friends died. 
During the funeral, he had an experience at the mosque which made him realize the need to join that religious community. After the funeral, the participant met a group who convinced him to go to Syria and fight the government to become part of the family. The group promised him of a family, wife, home, and any support that will sustain him in Syria. This makes him love the idea and engaged in terrorism acts (Gomez et al., 2021).
Lastly, individuals and groups engage in acts of terrorism due to compliance. When individuals are forced to join a group because of external factors such as threats, propaganda, or other situational pressures is known as compliance (McCauley and Moskalenko, 2008). According to Becker (2010) people out of fear are highly recruited forcefully especially in Africa and Asia. An example is the case of Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) which is reported to be recruiting children forcefully with highest recruitment in 2002 (Ramesh, 2004). 
An example is the terrorism incident which happened in Sri Lanka where the LTTE targeted at having mono-ethnic separate state in for the people of Tamil. The group assassinated the mayor of Tamil due to the strength, affiliation, and support from outside terrorist groups. A study conducted into what motivated the ex-members to engage in acts of terrorism showed that the people joined through coercion, some family members already joined, and some were forcefully gathered on their way out. Other participants indicated that they joined the group because they were receiving death threats from the LTTE members. The last group of people engaged in the act of terrorism based on propaganda such as street drama and publicity (Ramesh, 2004).
Conclusion
As researchers have undergone several studies to answer the questions as to why people and groups engage in acts of terrorism, many factors come to play. In this essay, it was found that people engaged in acts of terrorism to satisfy their basic needs, to address and change their narratives, and also to develop their visceral sense of connection. Again, it was also found from other previous studies that internalization and compliance are some of the factors which motivates individuals and groups in engaging in acts of terrorism. Some of the examples of the terrorist groups used in the study were LTTE, ISIS, and Al-Qaeda. These groups are worldwide known and the ex-members are deemed to possess adequate information to answer the question of why one engage in acts of terrorism.
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