Introduction
This chapter continues from the literature review in which a gap in the research was identified from the most current and up to date literature, this section will attempt to complete research objectives 2, 3 and 4. Also In this chapter, an overview will be provided for the research approach and methods that will be used by the research conductor to obtain and complete primary research, 
The definition of research is stated as “A detailed study of a subject, especially in order to discover (new) information or reach a (new) understanding” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2023). According to the literature review, since the introduction of the Children (Abolition of defence of reasonable punishment) (Wales) Act 2020, only statistical data has been obtained on the impact the legislation has had on public services (Welsh Government, 2023). This study will primarily focus on the opinions of the parents or carers in which this legislation has affected. 
Ethical practice
Before any research in a study can start, it is imperative that ethical practice is used throughout the study so that participants rights, personal privacy and data is protected and that any potential ethical risk is proportionate to the importance of the benefits intended to be obtained (Imperial College London, 2023). There are five main principles of research ethics, being minimising the risk of harm, obtaining informed consent, protecting anonymity and confidentiality, avoiding deceptive practices, and providing the right for participants to withdraw (Laerd dissertation, 2012). Before this study was conducted, an ethical approval form was completed and put forward to an ethics committee which outlined the research aims and objectives, the research method of using a questionnaire which would be used to collate data, as well as any ethical risks that participants may be exposed to that could be minimised with ethical practices.
Research Onion
The “Research Onion”, which was created by (Saunders, et al., 2007), helps to describe the different decisions that need to be made when developing a research methodology and works by starting from the outside of the “Onion” and moving through each stage of it to choose between different methods which will assist the researcher in being able to achieve their desired outcome (Phair & Warren, 2021). The researcher will use the “Research Onion” to identify which methods would be most appropriate to undertake the research this text seeks to answer.
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Figure 1.1 The identified path the researcher has chosen by using the research onion (Source: (Saunders, et al., 2007, p. 130))
Research Philosophy
The objective of the primary research is to obtain the opinions and perspectives of parents on the physical punishment of children, therefor interpretivism, which can be explained as “using qualitative research methods that focus on ‘individuals’ beliefs, motivations, and reasoning over quantitative data to gain understanding of social interactions.” (Nickerson, 2023) must be included as the data being collected will come from members of the public whose answers might vary and be subjective.  Interpretivism benefits from its generated data having a high level of validity as data in such studies are usually honest and trustworthy (Dudovskiy, n.d). It is also stated that studying the beliefs of a person can be more beneficial trying to explain and interpret behaviours from an outsider’s perspective (Hammersley, 2013).

Research approach 
This study will use one of the two main types of research approaches according to (Saunders, et al., 2016), these being an inductive approach opposed to a deductive approach, the difference being that an inductive approach uses collected data to develop a theory, whereas a deductive approach already has a theory and obtains data to try and prove it (Saleem & Burney, 2008). The inductive research method will be used to obtain the data for the purpose of this study as there is currently very little documented research on the opinions of parents on their ability to discipline their children after the “smacking ban” was introduced. Inductive research also provides a simple, straightforward approach to obtain findings, especially when focused on evaluation questions (Thomas, 2006).

Strategy 
A large quantity of primary data will be needed to analyse and draw a conclusion from to be able to answer the research objectives. The most appropriate method to facilitate this is by way of a survey, which is one option of a few that makes the next layer of the “Research Onion” (Phair & Warren, 2021). A survey can be defined as “the collection of information from a sample of individuals through their responses to questions” (Check & Schutt, 2012, p. 160). It is easy and cost effective and with a high amount of participants, the reliability and validity of the obtained data will be stronger. Survey research is also described as a useful and legitimate research approach which has clear benefits in aiding to explore variables and constructs of interest (Ponto, 2015).

Choices
The survey will use a mixed method approach to obtain both qualitative and quantitative data. Quantitative data will primarily be used as this focuses more on numerical data however qualitative data focuses more on textual, audio, or visual based data (Phair & Warren, 2021). Using a mixed method approach whereby both qualitative and quantitative data is used can provide more in-depth findings, provides stronger evidence in results and balances out the limitations of using each method individually (GOV.UK, 2020).



Time Horizon
The last layer of the “Research Onion” is the time horizon which dictates how many points in time the researcher plans to collect their data and is separated into either cross sectional or longitudinal. Cross sectional is when data is only collected at a certain point in time, whereas cross sectional is when data is collected over multiple points in time ranged from a period of weeks to years (Phair & Warren, 2021). This study will use the cross-sectional time horizon as the research question is trying to obtain parents beliefs on the new Welsh legislation at this current time only.

Collection of Data and Analysis
This study will use the survey method to collect data online and anonymously from parents in Wales. This will be facilitated using Microsoft forms (Microsoft, 2023); the survey will have approximately 20 questions and should take no more than ten minutes to complete. A copy of the survey can be located in the appendix. The data obtained through the survey will then be exported to Microsoft excel (Microsoft, 2023) where the researcher will draw a conclusion from the results.
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