ECPS3001: Academic and Digital Skills
Week 3: The CRAAP Test Worksheet

The CRAAP Test is a framework used to evaluate whether a source is reliable, credible, and appropriate for academic work. CRAAP stands for:

C = Currency
R = Relevance
A = Authority
A = Accuracy
P = Purpose

Complete each section below and decide whether the source you have been provided with is suitable for use in an academic assessment.

1. Currency: Is the information up to date?

	Question
	Yes
	No
	Notes / Reflection

	Can you find the publication date?
	☐	☐	When was the source published?

	Was the information published recently enough for your topic?
	☐	☐	Do you think this source is current enough? Why? 

	Has the information been updated recently?
	☐	☐	

	Do any links and/or reference DOIs work?
	☐	☐	






2. Relevance: Does the source help answer the specific assessment question?

	Question
	Yes
	No
	Notes / Reflection

	Does the source relate directly to your topic?
	☐	☐	

	Is the information at an appropriate academic level?
	☐	☐	

	Is the intended audience suitable (e.g., is it aimed at students, researchers, professionals)?
	☐	☐	

	Does the source provide useful information that you can use in your assessment?
	☐	☒	How does this source help answer your assessment question?




3. Authority: Who created / published the information?
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Notes / Reflection

	Can you clearly identify the author(s)?
	☐	☐	

	Does the author have relevant qualifications or expertise in the area?
	☐	☐	Why should a reader trust this author, organisation, journal, or publisher?

	Is the source published by a reputable organisation, journal, or publisher?
	☐	☐	

	Are the author’s credentials provided?
	☐	☐	






4. Accuracy: Is the information supported by evidence?

	Question
	Yes
	No
	Notes / Reflection

	Does the source consistently provide evidence for its claims?
	☐	☐	What evidence is being used to support arguments made?

	Are references or citations included throughout?
	☐	☐	

	Can the information be verified elsewhere?
	☐	☐	

	Does the writing appear factual and free from obvious errors?
	☐	☐	



5. Purpose: Why was the information created?

	Question
	Yes
	No
	Notes / Reflection

	Is the purpose of the source clear?
	☐	☐	

	Is the information intended to inform, educate, persuade, sell, or entertain?
	☐	☐	

	Does the source appear objective?
	☐	☐	

	Are there signs of bias or a particular agenda?
	☐	☐	What do you think is the authors main purpose?





Overall evaluation of Source A:

	CRAAP Area
	Strong
	Adequate
	Weak

	Currency
	☐	☐	☐
	Relevance
	☐	☐	☐
	Authority
	☐	☐	☐
	Accuracy
	☐	☐	☐
	Purpose
	☐	☐	☐


Final decision
Based on your evaluation, is this source appropriate for academic work?

	Yes definitely
	

	Possibly, but with caution
	

	No, I would not use this source

	

	Explain your decision further here:









