Data Description
From the Hipparcos Main Catalogue[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/W3Browse/all/hipparcos.html] 


Cat. Field	CDS Name	HEASARC Name	Description	

H1	HIP	HIP_Number	/Identifier (HIP number)
[bookmark: _GoBack]H3	RAhms	RA	/RA in h m s, ICRS (J1991.25)
H4	DEdms	Dec	/Dec in deg ' ", ICRS (J1991.25)
H5	Vmag	Vmag	/Magnitude in Johnson V
H12	pmRA	pm_RA	/Proper motion in RA
H13	pmDE	pm_Dec	/Proper motion in Dec
H37	B-V	BV_Color	/Johnson BV colour
H40	V-I	VI_Color	/Colour index in Cousins' system
H44	Hpmag	Hip_Mag	/Median magnitude in Hipparcos system
H49	Hpmax	Hip_Mag_Max	/Hpmag at maximum (5th percentile)
H50	HPmin	Hip_Mag_Min	/Hpmag at minimum (95th percentile)
H51	Period	Var_Period	/Variability period (days)
H52	HvarType	Hip_Var_Type	/Variability type
H59	MultFlag	Dbl_Mult_Annex	/Double and or Multiple Systems flag
H63	theta	Dbl_Theta	/Position angle between components
H64	rho	Dbl_Rho	/Angular separation of components
H66	dHp	Diff_Hip_Mag	/Magnitude difference of components
H76	SpType	Spect_Type	/Spectral type
[bookmark: name]
Name
Name of the star in the recommended format for Hipparcos stars, as created by concatenating the prefix 'HIP ' and the Hip_Number identifier in the original catalog. Entries in the Hipparcos (HIP) Catalog have exactly the same identifier as in the Hipparcos Input Catalog (HIC), notice.
[bookmark: ra]RA
Right ascension in the specified equinox for epoch J1991.25. This was given in the ICRS reference system (J2000 equator) in the original Hipparcos Catalog, and thus equinox 2000 should be specified to avoid inaccuracies due to the non-rigorous HEASARC coordinate precession algorithm. This parameter was given to a truncated precision of 0.01 seconds of time in the original Hipparcos Catalog. If the 'precise' RA is desired, one should use the value of the parameter RA_deg which contains the complete RA in decimal degrees.
[bookmark: dec]Dec
Declination in specified equinox for epoch J1991.25. This was given in the ICRS reference system (J2000 equator) in the original Hipparcos Catalog, and thus equinox 2000 should be specified to avoid inaccuracies due to the non-rigorous HEASARC coordinate precession algorithm. This parameter was given to a truncated precision of 0.1 arcseconds in the original Hipparcos Catalog. If the 'precise' declination is desired, one should use the value of the parameter Dec_deg which contains the complete declination in decimal degrees.
[bookmark: vmag]Vmag
The magnitude in Johnson V band, given to a precision of 0.01 magnitudes in the original Hipparcos Catalog.
[bookmark: parallax]Parallax
The trigonometric parallax pi in units of milliarcseconds: thus to calculate the distance D in parsecs, D = 1000/pi. The estimated parallax is given for every star, even if it appears to be insignificant or negative.
[bookmark: pm_ra]PM_RA
The proper motion component in the RA direction expressed in milliarcseconds per Julian year (mas/yr), and given with respect to the ICRS reference system: mu_RA* = mu_RA x cos (declination).
[bookmark: pm_dec]PM_Dec
The proper motion component in the declination direction expressed in milliarcseconds per Julian year (mas/yr), and given with respect to the ICRS reference system.
[bookmark: bv_color]BV_Color
The (B-V) color index in, or reduced to, the Johnson UBV system.
[bookmark: vi_color]VI_Color
the (V-I) color index in Cousins' photometric system; it represents the best available (V-I) value at the time of the Hipparcos Catalog publication.
[bookmark: hip_mag_max]HIP_Mag_Max
The observed magnitude at maximum luminosity. This is defined as the 5th percentile of the epoch photometry.
[bookmark: hip_mag_min]HIP_Mag_Min
The observed magnitude at minimum luminosity. This is defined as the 95th percentile of the epoch photometry.
[bookmark: var_period]Var_Period
The variability period, or a provisional estimate of such a period, derived on the basis of the Hipparcos data (possibly in combination with ground-based observations) and expressed in days, with a precision of 0.01 days.
[bookmark: hip_var_type]HIP_Var_Type
The variability type: the sources of scatter in the photometric data are various, and this flag indicates the origin of the extra scatter, which may be astrophysical, or, in some cases, instrumental. See Section 1.3, Appendix 2 of the published Hipparcos Catalog for a more detailed description. Amongst astrophysical sources of variability, this parameter only distinguishes between 'M' (micro-variables), 'P' (periodic variables), and 'U' (unsolved variables). Further variability details for the periodic or unsolved variables are included in the Variability Annex. The flag takes the following values:
       C : no variability detected ("constant")
       D : duplicity-induced variability
       M : possibly micro-variable, with amplitude < 0.03 mag (stars
           classified with high confidence as micro-variable are flagged U)
       P : periodic variable
       R : the V-I colour index was revised during the variability analysis
       U : unsolved variable which does not fall in the other categories;
           this class also includes irregular or semi-regular variables,
           and possibly varaibles with amplitude > or ~ 0.03 mag
         : a blank indicates that the entry could not be classified as
           variable or constant with any degree of certainty
[bookmark: dbl_mult_annex]Dbl_Mult_Annex
The Double and Multiple Systems Annex flag. This indicates that further details of this system are given in one of the 5 (mutually exclusive) parts of the Double and Multiple Systems Annex labelled as follows:
       C : solutions for the components
       G : acceleration or higher order terms
       O : orbital solutions
       V : variability-induced movers (apparent motion arises from variability
           of one of the components of a double system)
       X : stochastic solution (probably astrometric binaries of short period)
always positive.
[bookmark: dbl_theta]Dbl_Theta
The rounded value for the position angle between the components specified in the Dbl_Ref_id field, expressed in degrees (in the usual sense measured counterclockwise from North).
[bookmark: dbl_rho]Dbl_Rho
The rounded value for the angular separation between the components specified in the Dbl_Ref_id field, expressed in arcseconds.
[bookmark: spect_type]Spect_Type
The MK or HD spectral type acquired from ground-based compilations and primarily taken from the Hipparcos Input Catalog, with some updates, especially for variable stars.
Data transformations performed to convert to ARFF format
All transformations carried out in Excel, then output to CSV before converting to ARFF.
· Select attributes needed
· Period
· No period given -> -1
· HvarType
· C->Constant
· D->Duplicity
· M->Microvariable
· P->Periodic
· R->Revised
· U->Unsolved
· No flag -> None
· MultFlag
· C->Components
· G->Unresolved
· O->Orbital
· V->Variability
· X->Stochastic
· No flag -> None
· Wrap any strings in single quotes. The easiest way to do that is to create a column with ="'"&S2&"'" (=<doublequote><singlequote><doublequote>&<cell>&<doublequote><singlequote><doublequote>) the copy the values of the new column back to the original column.
· Weka is not happy with missing values. Replace all missing values with ?
· It's taken a bit of faffing about, but I now have the Spectral Classification split into Spectral Class, Spectral Subclass and Luminosity Class. There are some oddballs in this - in particular C, WC, WN and D stars plus one or two with no RA&Dec given. This sample contains no MS, SC, T or Y stars, and uses the old C,N,S classification rather than the new extended C classification.
· Time for data mining classification experiment 1 - how well do the classification algorithms work, and what is my minimal attribute set for performing a classification analysis? B-V and V-I should be enough, but let's see what WEKA produces.

ARFF Header
@RELATION Hipparcos6000

@ATTRIBUTE recno NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE RA NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE DEC NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE Vmag NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE Plx NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE pmRA NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE pmDE NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE B-V NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE V-I NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE Hpmag NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE Hpmax NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE Hpmin NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE Period NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE HvarType {Constant, Duplicity, Microvariable, Periodic, Revised, Unsolved, None}
@ATTRIBUTE MultFlag {Components, Unresolved, Orbital, Variability, Stochastic, None}
@ATTRIBUTE theta NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE rho NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE dHp NUMERIC
@ATTRIBUTE SpType string
@ATTRIBUTE LumType {I,Ia,Ib,Ic,Iab,II,III,IV,V,VI}
@ATTRIBUTE SpClass {O,B,A,F,G,K,M,R,N,S,C,WC,WN,D}
@ATTRIBUTE SpNumber numeric
@ATTRIBUTE MainSeq {Y,N}
@DATA

Initial visualisation of data
[image: ]

Initial thoughts on this: 
Recno: Flat, because it is the primary key.
RA: Reasonably flat, because this shows the number of elements in each vertical slice of the sky and this doesn't vary much with local stars.
DEC: Much more interesting. There are clearly far fewer starts towards the celestial poles.
Vmag: A nice effectively-normal plot of the magnitude of the stars seen.
· Why is this? Is this what I would expect given the underlying physics of stars, the Hipparcos detectors and the astrography of the local area?
Plx: A big spike in the small values because parallax is only visible for stars that are close to us. 
pmRA, pmDE: Tight spikes because we can only measure proper motion for nearby stars.
· Are the outliers errors or really close stars? Or something else?
B-V: Interesting - a double hump. I may need to go back and review my first-year astrophysics to see if there's a reason for this.
V-I: Another odd shape.
· Is this skewed by the local astrography? Is there a basic physics thing?
Hpmag, Hpmax, Hpmin: Normal distributions, as expected.
Period: The -1 spike is a data coding artifact, as records with no period have been set to -1.
HvarType: Expected distribution of variable types
· Automatic classification of Unknown variables is a hot research topic - http://arxiv.org/abs/1301.1545
MultFlag: Expected distribution of multiple types.
Theta: Expected fairly even distribution of position angles between components for multiple stars.
Rho: Close multiples seem a lot more common than spread-out variables.
dHp: Most multiple systems seem to have stars that are fairly similar in brightness.
SpType: This is a string, so it's not going to show up on a frequency plot.

First Thoughts
I might want to strip out the multiple stars, or at least the ones whose multiplicity has an effect on their photometric measurements.

If I want to look at spectral classifications I'm going to have to do a lot more cleaning of the SpType data. Possibly keep the current one but add a couple more for SpClass and SpLum, together with a TeffCI (effective temperature based on the colour index) and a TeffLum (effective temperature based on the luminosity class). Must make sure that I don't get these confused.
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