Mitigation throughout the Climate Change Conferences (COPs)Mitigation definition:
Term used to describe actions and efforts that aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in all sectors, including mitigation used to enhance carbon sinks
Covers policies, treaties, schemes and programs addressing the production and release of greenhouse gases
Considered a key solution to tackling climate change 
Trends of COP Mitigation:
Mitigation actions focused primarily on curbing greenhouse gas emissions, with a fixation on reducing emissions with set targets. 
Moving forward, mitigation blended with climate adaptation to focus on enhancing technology for cleaner, more sustainable development, improving funding provisions for mitigation action, reducing and removing the reliability on fossil fuels and looking towards forest protection as stores.
Despite the lack of enforcement and the incapability of Parties to meet reduction targets, COP conferences have raised awareness of the drivers of climate change and highlighted the need for mitigation as a key solution to the climate issue.  












Key Milestones of Climate Change Mitigation
1997 COP 3 Kyoto Protocol: First International treaty between 40 industrialised Parties which aimed to set legally binding emission reduction targets of at least 5% reduction between 2008 and 2012. 
2010 COP 16 Cancun Agreements: Following negotiations at Copenhagen, the agreements are one of the largest collective set of agreements by Governments to help developing countries address long-term climate change to keep global average temperature rise below 2°c. 
2012 COP 18 Doha Amendment: Parties of the Kyoto Protocol second commitment period (2013-2020) with new commitments to reduce emissions by at least 18% below the levels from 1990. 
2013 COP 19 Warsaw Framework for REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Developing Countries): New framework built upon decisions from Bali, working on the implementation of forest protection and management as mass carbon stores. 
2015 COP 21 Paris Agreements: Considered a landmark agreement, with 195 out of 198 Parties, signed the agreements to combat climate change with the focus of multilateral implementation. First binding agreement to bring together all nations, to work towards keeping the global temperature rise well below 2°c this century, while limiting the temperature increase even further to 1.5°c. 
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