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Evidence-based policing and decision making
Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing. 
Introduction 
This essay will evaluate classical criminology and its influence on evidence-based policing. Also, this essay will discuss these two models and relate it to the incidence of theft. Classical criminology is a specific group of theories that are based around the idea that people have a rational mind and that think of the right decisions. When deciding to do crime identifying what is around the individuals, looking at evidence, the knowledge and making the decision to attempt to gain the most benefited pleasure and avoid the most pain. A theory from the classical criminology is stated by Wiley online library (2017) that the term "classical criminology" refers to a body of works from the late eighteenth to early nineteenth centuries that helped shape European prison reform. Education reform (2016) states that any concept or plan that is generated from or informed by objective evidence is said to be defined as "evidence based." Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham were the primary authors whose work radicalised how we think about crime and punishment. These have been later updated and developed by Clarke and Felson with routine activities and rational choice, with decision making choices of criminals. These broke down 16 technique primary preventions, coming up with all the different ways that people can make ways easier for a criminal not to do something bad. Clarke and Felson since expanded these into 25 techniques. Legislation.gov.uk (2023) publish that the definition of theft act 1968 is “A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly appropriates property belonging to another with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it; and “thief” and “steal” shall be construed accordingly.”
Main body
One of the models that affect people from preventing them to commit crime such as theft is the Hot Spot model. This is using the evidence and statistics to find where crime happens most often in society. The disadvantage about using this Hot Spot model is that not all crimes get recorded and therefore there are missed out statistics that do not get included when exposing the statics to the community in that area. Reasons why many crimes do not get recorded is because many people believe that they have not been victimised, too trivial, the victim prefers to dela with it in a different way or that they don’t believe they will seek any help from the police of it. Criminology (2023) states that crimes that are reported to the police but not recorded are referred to as unrecorded crimes and are therefore unlikely to be looked into. This occurs either because there isn't enough evidence or because the police don't think an offence has occurred. Crime is easier to commit in some Hot Spots since those places may have less capable security/guardians, fewer CCTV cameras, more targets, etc. nearby. This directly relates to the crime activity of theft to Hot Spot policing. College of Policing (2022) states that a method of lowering crime is called hot spots policing. Resources and activities in hot spots are targeted. The technique is predicated on the notion that crime and disorder are concentrated in a few small areas rather than being distributed uniformly throughout neighbourhoods. It is crucial by the classical criminology that everyone makes rational choices and decisions, make evidence-based decisions and can deal with that in terms of theft crime by making it more difficult for people to engage in stealing. An example of this is explored by Police.UK (2023) that state that a properly installed anti-theft terminal (and tagging system) with security accreditation at a store entry sends the message to potential shoplifters that "this store is safeguarded." This shows that it may prevent theft from occurring as they state that the absence of this equipment makes a location a common target for people who hold up theft. 
Adding to this, another evidence-based policing method that can be used to try and change the decision of an individual to perform a theft activity is that in many stores they keep expensive ornaments and displays protected in glass cabinets and tags on many items in stores to prevent criminals from making that rational choice, to perhaps steal that item. Tag Max (2023) affirms that using tags offer a useful approach to notify your personnel, discourage shoplifters, and make it simpler to identify theft on CCTV. Therefore, this makes it a lot harder for thieves to make that choice to steal from places that have security and protected procedures put in place. The tool of scanning (SARA) which stands for scanning, analysis, response and assessment in the police can identify and prioritise the potential crime and disorder problems. A key example of theft linked towards this tool is the cost-of-living crisis. Crime investigation (2023) state that from 2021 and 2022, documented instances of energy theft in England and Wales increased by 13%. Also, it's possible that an increasing number of individuals will be ready to take the risks as energy costs rapidly rise. This creates an ongoing pattern of theft crime as the cost-of-living will keep increasing and criminals will be more organised and committed to carry out their crimes. Using the SARA model as police officers will help this as the crime is a repetitive recurring problem for the police and especially the community with those victims effected by it. A disadvantage on using the SARA tool is that University of Alaska (2023) states that the drawback of community policing is that patrol units' ability to cover large areas will be constrained. Police become less mobile and more open to assaults as a result.
The crime activity of theft is stated by LSE Blogs (2016) presents that although most inner cities have high rates of violent crime, poor inner-city neighbourhoods also have higher rates of property crimes like theft and burglary than their suburban equivalents. This could be impacted because there may be more elderly people who live in them areas which makes it more of an easier target to thieves then as a result making them individuals more venerable to pick upon. This can be a problem oriented policing matter meaning that it can be effective using this tool (POP) for reducing crime in areas/cities at elevated risks that are potentially venerable. Study (2023) emphasises that problem-oriented policing includes actions to enhance neighbourhood circumstances, such as enhancing lighting, installing speed bumps, and stepping up police presence in high-crime areas. This can impact a person's rational decision if these procedures were put in place. Geroge Mason University (2023) states that Herman Goldstein criticised police procedures in 1979 by pointing out that they were more concerned with the "means" than the "goals" of policing. He promoted a paradigm shift in policing that would require the police to be proactive in identifying underlying issues that could be targeted to alleviate crime at its sources rather than the current model, which is mostly reactive, and incident driven (Weisburd & Eck, 2004). Encyclopaedia (2019) explores that robberies, burglaries, white-collar crimes, and auto theft are all examples of property crimes that are motivated by the desire for material gain (money or pricey possessions). Violent crimes including murders, assaults, and rapes are motivated by desires for power, retribution, or control.

A journal article Taylor and Francis (2022) emphasis that typical flaws include limited or rudimentary scanning and analysis, an excessive dependence on police data, actions that frequently place an emphasis on traditional enforcement, and inaccurate estimates of the impact of selected measures. Some statistics stated by Office for National statistics (2023) is that in addition, there were 21% fewer police-recorded robberies in the year ending March 2020 (70,881 offences) than in the previous year (90,204 offences); more recently, robberies jumped 15% from the year ending September 2021. (61,521 offences). 
Conclusion
Evidence based policing and classical criminology assumes we have rational choice, having a rational way of thinking about things. While some people do not, an illustration of this would be if a person committed to committing theft every day and became addicted to doing so, as a result of which they were unable to live their daily lives, and as a result, their decisions may not be as rational as they are influenced by theft. Another reason why classical criminology and evidence-based policing can be a weakened point is because some people do not have the capacity to understand the information around them and what happens in venerable places where crime is committed because they have been brought up in a poverty area so don’t have a good knowledge around anything else. Following this, age restriction is another disadvantage as some individuals are very young to have rational ideas and don’t follow legal procedures from a young age which could be impacted and implemented by the upbringings of the individual. University Rochester (2023) reveal that teenagers' brains are still growing, and not always at the same rate, the connections between the emotional region and the decision-making centre. Teenagers cannot afterwards articulate what they were thinking because of the enormous emotional input they are experiencing. 
On the other hand, some of the strengths of classical criminology and evidence-based policing is that the police use strong model tools such as mentioned above of the tools SARA, hotspot and POP. These help people make the right rational decisions as it can prevent them from committing crimes because of the surroundings they are in such as CCTV cameras, alarms etc. This has and can still lower the rates of theft as it makes the individual re consider their actions. As a deterrent and a means of successfully containing people who revolt against the system, classical criminology has been successful in lowering crime rates adding to this, evidence-based policing enables users to observe the influence of various interventions on crime and comprehend how, where, and how to utilise them. Having the rational decision-making model is an important advantage as this lessens the likelihood of mistakes and presumptions. It also aids in reducing the manager's emotions, which could in the past have led to bad judgement. Individual decision-making saves time, money, and energy since people typically make rapid, sane decisions in a good or bad outcome. 
Comparing from the three models POP, SARA and Hotspot as a result, the model best used and most reliable from the statistic and facts researched for classical criminology and evidence-based policing is the POP tool (problem orientated policing) as the prevalence of general crime has decreased. The meta-analysis discovered that POP, when compared to business-as-usual policing, no intervention, or an alternative intervention, led to a tiny but important, statistically significant effect on crime and disturbance. It is also a tool that the police use every day as a result to reduce the risks of crime prevention in all areas, it has put an impacted favourable effect on numerous crimes and public safety issues. Whereas Hotspot policing tool cannot 100% be a reliable source of information as much cases research do not get recorded, which makes the public unaware of many crimes that do not get recorded or reported etc. This can make many cities more venerable than other places as the statistics online may not be the amount stated in which the public eye looks at. Similarly, to the SARA tool as there can be process oversimplification, weakening of alliances and cooperation working as a team in a workplace. Many times, using this tool there may be gaps in suing it for example when using analysis, the relevant data may be hard to pinpoint root causes of the problem and therefore the tool begins to break as some data in crime cases cannot be found or shown. There are numerous other considerations that are made that classical criminology and evidence-based policing have more benefits than drawbacks for rational decision making as there are so many boundaries to prevent crime with the procedures that are put in place in communities, shops, schools, restaurants etc.  
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